2013 Community Garden Survey Results
Sandwich Agriculture Commission

An email was sent out via the Sandwich Board (~600 members) on 9/27/13.  We received eleven responses to our questionnaire, three of which expressed definite interest in renting a plot according to the proposal, and the rest were notes of advice, opinion, or other ideas.
Here are the specific responses:
1. I like the "community" aspect of it, but I think that everyone who
wants to garden in Sandwich all ready does. Even people living in
Spokesfield have garden space right outside their doors. More urban towns
are a different matter where you have a population with no available space
and a community garden within walking distance is a real benefit. GB

2. I love the concept of the community garden particularly since we live on a very wooded/shady lot! We would be interested in a plot. Please keep us posted on community interest. Thanks, C&M G

3. Grand idea if people need space to grow food. (I do not need such space at this time.) A thought: Perhaps we create a community garden that has a few plots always designated to give away/ for the food pantry.  SS

4. Expanding on SS's suggestion to dedicate a few garden plots to give to local food pantries, etc.: why not offer individuals the opportunity to SPONSOR a community garden plot (as a gift) for 1) an org. such as the Sandwich Children's Center or 2) as a fun gift to a young person/young couple? MC

5. I’ve found myself considering this idea from time to time and the conclusion I’ve come to is that we have several folks working really hard and doing a fantastic job of supplying us with fresh veggies and their livelihood. The Booty’s, Don DiFilippe, The Reads, the Community School and others. I feel it healthiest, for those of us who can, to support their efforts and buy locally from them. Community Gardens are a terrific idea, and to me, make sense when there isn’t already a healthy viable resource available, -that also provides an income for families of Sandwich.  Thanks for popping this idea out and all that you do. It will be interesting to see what other people are thinking about this idea.  Be Well and Thank You,  LJ

6. Sounds like a cool idea. I would be interested in renting a plot!  AB

7. Ditto Great idea. Have seen work in DC, Laconia, and many places. Right downtown is good! And giving to food bank or others too!  DS

8. I am replying ,off the board, about the community garden idea.  I have been helping at the school gardens for a couple of years.  I have noticed that a lot of people have great ideas and enthusiasm. But, very few people actually show up to work. And, in the summer, literally 1 or 2 people show up to weed for the entire summer. So, the gardens have been full of weeds. This year, we will be using black plastic or other heavy mulches in hopes of avoiding this weedy situation. While still giving the kids the opportunity to plant...I am not trying to discourage you...I think the idea is beautiful. I simply wanted to share that I have found a huge gap between enthusiasm and actual working commitment.  AM

9. What about using the new Town property for a Community Garden?  SBK

10. Count me in. I have no space for a garden at my home and I would love to be a part of a Community Garden!  RD

11. I've seen way too many home gardens around town nicely tilled in May that grow great crops of weeds and rocks by September. Perhaps a better model for a rural community like Sandwich would be to hook up wannabe gardeners with residents in their part of town who could exchange garden space for help. Even our seasonal residents might be willing to exchange garden space for the occasional fresh tomato or garden salad when they visit. This would afford gardeners a one-on-one relationship with land-owners, while a community group like the Agriculture Commission or the Garden Gnomes (?) could help make the connections.  Plant a Row for the Hungry is a model for communities that want to share extra produce from home gardens.Here's the link: http://gardenwriters.org/gwa.php?p=par/index.html This too is designed for towns larger than Sandwich but could work here.  And I agree with Leslie that we should all support the people in town (and next door) who are trying to make a living growing food.  I coordinated a community garden in Framingham, MA back in the day. It's a lot of work. I wonder how they're making out in Moultonborough? It is a different community than Sandwich, but their guidelines seemed to me to set unrealistic expectations. NW


Original text of survey emailed 9/27/2013:

Sandwich Residents:
Your Agriculture Commission would like to assess the local community's interest in a shared neighborhood garden. Approximately 65 towns in New Hampshire support community gardens and we thought it might be time for this concept to take root and grow in Sandwich. The size and makeup of these gardens vary widely, but our model envisions small (20 ft. by 30 ft.) plots of arable land, preferably located in a downtown setting, rented to local residents for a nominal fee (~$60/yr.). The garden organization would provide water, annual tillage, and protection from wild herbivores. Communal compost, mulch and tool sharing would also be options.
If you think you'd be interested in renting a plot such as this, please reply to this note. Of course, we can only go forward with this project if there is sufficient interest, so your feedback is especially important to us. If you'd like more information about community gardens, please copy and paste the following URL's into your browser. Otherwise, if you have questions, concerns, or thoughts about this idea, then please feel free to communicate them directly by email or phone. 
http://www.moultonborough.org/Pages/MoultonboroughNH_BComm/CommGardenIndex
https://maps.google.com/maps/ms?ie=UTF8&oe=UTF8&msa=0&msid=104680525894777141585.00046772058a9e380ce4b
Thank you.







__._,_.___

