Selectmen’s Work Session – September 1, 2016
Attendees:  Bud Martin, Toby Eaton, Bob Rowan; Catherine Graham

Mr. Martin opened the work session at 8:57 A.M.

Ms. Graham stated first on the agenda is a discussion on the Overlay amount to include on the MS-434.  After discussion, the Selectmen agreed to use $30,000 as an Overlay to include for the 2016 tax rate setting.

Ms. Graham then laid out the property tax card/tax map information for all the Lakes Region Conservation Trust (LRCT) properties.  Ms. Wright was instructed by the Selectmen to determine the current use value for each of the LRCT properties so they could be taxed at that rate in 2016.  Using both Google Earth and the State’s Mosaic Parcel Map tools, as well as studying the property files for each property (current use maps, conservation easement deeds, deed covenants and restrictions), Ms. Wright and Mary Pinkham Langer (Department of Revenue) were able to provide the Selectmen a more accurate current use value for each of the LRCT properties already enrolled in Current Use/Conservation Restriction.  In reviewing the properties so closely, Ms. Wright learned there were three roads/driveways which are on the LRCT properties and should never have been given a tax exemption or remained in Current Use in the past.  She asked the Town’s Assessor to determine assessments for the roads and driveway so they could be taxed appropriately.   
Mr. Rowan re-walked those properties (6.5) that were never put in current use to be more clear about the forestry categories to use in order to use the Current Use rates to create an assessment.
After the Selectmen discussed the work which Ms. Wright pulled together and its accuracy, Mr. Rowan moved to adopt the assessments for Lakes Region Conservation Trust as presented at this meeting; motion seconded by Mr. Eaton and the vote was unanimous.

Meeting adjourned at 10:00 A.M.

Respectfully submitted,

Catherine Graham
