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Town of Sandwich
Selectmen’s Meeting:  September 22, 2014

Attendees:  Selectmen Fritz Kerr, Willard Martin and Mike Yeager; Admin:  Catherine Graham and Jennifer Wright

Public:  Jon Peaslee

Mr. Kerr opened the meeting at 5:02 P.M.

Approval of Minutes:  Mr. Kerr asked to defer the approval of the minutes until the next Selectmen’s Meeting on September 29th.
Other Business:
· Ms. Graham asked permission to attend the next level of GIS training called ‘The Driver’s Permit’.  Cost to attend is $99.00.  The workshop is scheduled for Thursday, October 23rd in Concord.  The Selectmen approved this expenditure.

· The NH Department of Transportation provided information on their upcoming Horizontal Curve Signing Project.  They plan on replacing or installing better warning signage on those roads with steep turns (Little Pond Road, Ainger Hill, etc.).  The Project Manager asked for approval from the Selectmen before the installation of the new signs next year.  The Selectmen agreed with this project and will send an e-mail with that statement.

· A property owner inquired if the Selectmen would write a letter stating a future building project cannot be pursued due to the requirements of our Zoning Ordinance.  After discussion, the Selectmen agreed they did not have enough information to make such a determination without having a building permit application in-hand.  Mr. Kerr also noted only the Zoning Board of Adjustment has the authority to make such a statement since a Variance or Special Exception can be sought if a building permit application is denied by the Selectmen.
· Mr. Peaslee reported the topsoil hauled away from the Quimby Field repair project to Cook’s gravel pit must be relocated.  Peter Pohl, a Quimby Trustee, asked if the topsoil could be relocated and stored temporarily on the Town-owned property next to the Library.  The Selectmen discussed other preferred places for placement of that topsoil (120 yards).  Mr. Peaslee will follow up with Mr. Pohl.

· Mr. Yeager reported he and Jon Peaslee attended the preliminary inspection of the Berkowitz Subdivision road with the Dubois & King engineer hired by the Selectmen.

The Selectmen and Ms. Graham left the Regular Meeting to attend the Library Trustee meeting; the Selectmen and Trustees met outside the Library to study both the Library field and the stage area on the Fairgrounds.

Mr. Yeager presented to the Library Trustees the engineer’s recommendations for creating a grassed municipal parking area in the field between the Library and the Fairgrounds.  The field is currently used for handicap parking during fair weekend, but needs to be sloped better and built up to make parking more accessible.  Because of the need for more municipal parking within the village, especially in the busy summer months, the Selectmen agreed to pursue this project if the Library Trustees were in agreement.  The Library Trustees reviewed the plan and after discussion stated they agreed with the proposal.  They will discuss further at their Trustee meeting and will notify the Selectmen in writing with their decision.  The Fair Association will pay for the upgrade to the field.
The second issue for discussion was the possibility of a boundary line adjustment between the Town and the Fair Association so the stage and bleachers could be absorbed into the Fairgrounds.  The Fair Association is interested in this property so they can potentially improve the bleachers.  The Selectmen are considering a boundary line adjustment with the Fair Association so they can potentially use Fair property on Maple Street for a satellite leach field.  The Selectmen asked for Library Trustee support for this proposal.  The Library Trustees shared some of their concerns as stewards of the property.  Some suggestions made during the discussion:
· Joint ownership of that parcel between the Town/Library and Fair Association

· A reversion clause within the deed which gave the property back to the Town in the event the Fair Association disbanded

Another topic which requires further research:  land acreage and value
The Selectmen will continue to do their homework on this issue and work with the Fair Association and Library Trustees to come to a mutual agreement before the issue goes to Town Meeting for a vote.
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 6:12 P.M. on a motion by Mr. Kerr; motion seconded by Mr. Yeager, and the motion passed.

Respectfully submitted,  
Catherine Graham
