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Town of Sandwich
Selectmen’s Meeting:  September 15, 2014

Attendees:  Selectmen Fritz Kerr and Mike Yeager; Admin:  Catherine Graham and Jennifer Wright

Public:  Jon Peaslee, Rich Veld, and Jim Gaisser
Mr. Kerr opened the meeting at 5:00 P.M.

Approval of Minutes:  Mr. Yeager moved to approve the Selectmen’s Meeting minutes of September 8, 2014 as amended; motion seconded by Mr. Kerr, and the motion passed.  
Upper Road Follow-Up:  Mr. Rich Veld apologized to the Board of Selectmen, in particular, Mr. Yeager, for his conduct at the August 25, 2014 Selectmen’s Meeting.  Mr. Yeager noted and accepted Mr. Veld’s apology.  Mr. Veld wanted to follow-up with the Board on a couple of outstanding questions regarding a property on Upper Road.  He wanted to know if the Board had come to a decision on whether or not the property owner was building a three-car garage or a barn and if Mr. Yeager had re-measured using the same benchmark that Mr. Veld had used.  Mr. Yeager stated he had re-measured and feels the Board made the right decision – the building is a replacement-in-kind as an Accessory Structure regardless of what is being stored in it or what it is called – barn versus three-car garage.  Mr. Veld asked whether or not the property owner had applied for an equitable waiver based on Town Counsel’s email concerning the issue.  Mr. Veld also stated a variance should have been required for the original building permit as he feels it was built illegally on wetlands.  The Board did not agree that the structure was originally built on wetlands and noted that they  can only now address the present situation, and they stand by their judgment that the building is being constructed to replace the original building.  .  A discussion ensued regarding Town Counsel’s correspondence with the Town on the subject.  The Board asserted that Mr. Veld was taking Town Counsel’s statement regarding an equitable waiver out of context and that the correspondence in its entirety needs to be considered.  The Board agrees with Town Counsel that the property owner has a statutory and constitutional right to rebuild where the original structure had been located.  
2015 Budget Review:  Ms. Graham is putting together a draft 2015 Budget for the Board, and she provided an update on her progress.

Highway Update:  Mr. Jonathan Peaslee reported that the department will be ditching on the paved portion of Range Road.  The skating rink was discussed, and the Board would like to move forward with the plan to excavate 18” and add sand and topsoil.  They will also have the electrical service upgraded to accommodate lights.  Mr. Kerr made a motion to expend the funds necessary to complete the skating rink project at Remick Park.  Funds will come from the Doris L. Benz Trust.  Motion seconded by Mr. Yeager, and the motion passed.   
Correspondence

- Buzzell Ridge Subdivision:  Dubois and King provided a proposal for inspecting and monitoring the subdivision’s road.  Ms. Graham stated that Mr. Mark Moser is the inspecting engineer for the Storm Water Management Plan.  Mr. Yeager stated he had inspected the vernal pool location in relation to the road blasting, and the blasting contractor is compliant.  Mr. Kerr made a motion to accept Dubois and King’s monitoring proposal in the amount of $88 per hour; motioned seconded by Mr. Yeager, and the motion passed.  

- Central Fire Station and Whiteface Fire Station Renovations:  Mr. Jim Gaisser, Town Buildings Maintenance Contractor, inquired whether or not his work on both buildings should be applied to the Warrant Article or come out of his budget.  He described his remaining work, which he felt would take approximately 25 hours to complete.  It was agreed that the work fell under the Warrant Article.  The Board and Mr. Gaisser briefly discussed the recent work done by an outside contractor at the Central Fire Station.  

- Squam Lake Road Berm:  The Town received correspondence from Mr. Robert L. Best, Esq., of Bianco Professional Association, abutter to the subject berm, requesting the Board’s assistance  with mediation.  The Board reviewed the correspondence history from the landowner and abutters and determined that there were no issues involved within the Board’s jurisdiction.  This is a is a matter for the New Hampshire Department of Transportation and the New Hampshire Department of Environmental Services to address.  The Board will respond by letter to Attorney Best and the abutters.

- Mark Moser, the Town’s Engineer, provided the town with a proposed engineering plan for parking on the land behind the library.


- Durgin Bridge Repairs:  Mr. Arthur Graton contacted Ms. Graham regarding the bridge repair options.  Mr. Graton would prefer the lowest price option as the bridge is in great shape structurally and this option would retain the original components of the bridge.  Ms. Graham contacted the Department of Revenue Administration (DRA) to ensure funds could be expended in 2014.  The DRA stated as long as the amount was within the overall FY14 Budget, the monies could be expended this year.  Mr. Kerr made a motion to expend $3,100 to make the necessary repairs to the bridge, which sustained damage a few weeks ago from a hit and run; motion seconded by Mr. Yeager, and the motion passed.

- Village Parking Proposal:  The Planning Board sent a letter to the Board outlining a proposed parking plan for the village.  The Planning Board met with representatives from the Community Church of Sandwich, Alfred Quimby Fund Trustees, and the Sandwich Fair Association who all agreed to have their respective parking lots be used for municipal parking from time to time.  Ms. Wendy Huff, Planning Board Secretary, forwarded a draft of a previous parking agreement for the Board to use as a template.  The Board will work with Town Counsel and Primex to finalize.  .   

- NH Audubon Society – Beede Flats Road (Alice Bemis Thompson Bird Sanctuary):  The town received a report of work being conducted on the subject property without a New Hampshire Department of Environmental Services (NH DES) permit.  In addition, a building permit had not been submitted for the construction of the kiosk.  Ms. Graham contacted Mr. Phil Brown, Director of Land Management for the NH Audubon Society, and he is working with NH DES on the type of permit required.  Ms. Wright will contact Mr. Brown regarding the Building Permit Application policy and procedure.
Other Business:  

- Summary Inventory of Evaluation (MS-1):  The Board reviewed the utility and Fairpoint values received from Mr. Skip Sansoucy, the Town’s Utility Assessor, as well as Town Counsel’s comments on the subject.  The new values will be the basis for assessment.  Following a brief discussion on the new values, the Board signed the MS-1, and Ms. Graham will submit to the DRA.  


- 384 Whiteface Road – Temporary Residence:  The Board reviewed the temporary residence request granted to the property owners on July 7, 2014 and the Board’s follow-up correspondence dated July 10, 2014.  Ms. Jennifer Wright stated a Building Permit has not been   applied for yet, and she will draft a letter to the property owner reminding them of the October 15, 2014 deadline.  

- Temporary Highway Crew:  The town is looking to hire a temporary worker for the Highway Department.  The ad is currently running in several local newspapers.  Applications are due to the Selectmen’s Office on or before October 6, 2014.
Mr. Yeager moved for the Board to go into Non-Public Session per RSA 91-A:3II(c) for a discussion which, if discussed in public, would likely affect adversely the reputation of any person, other than a member of the public body itself, unless such person requests an open meeting; motion seconded by Mr. Kerr.

Roll Call Vote:  Mr. Kerr – aye; Mr. Martin – absent; Mr. Yeager– aye

The Board entered Non-Public Session at 6:45 P.M. 

The Board discussed the personnel issues at hand.  

Per RSA 91-A:3 III, Mr. Kerr moved to seal the minutes; motion seconded by Mr. Yeager.

Roll Call Vote:  Mr. Kerr – aye; Mr. Martin – absent; Mr. Yeager– aye

Mr. Yeager moved to leave Non-Public Session at 7:11 P.M, motion seconded by Mr. Kerr, and the motion passed.
The Regular Meeting reconvened at 7:12 P.M.  There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 7:12 P.M. on a motion by Mr. Kerr; motion seconded by Mr. Yeager, and the motion passed.

Respectfully submitted,  
Jennifer L. Wright
