Page 2 of 2

Town of Sandwich
Selectmen’s Meeting:  September 12, 2016
5:00 P.M.
Attendees:  Selectmen Bud Martin, Robert Rowan; Admin:  Catherine Graham, Jennifer Wright.
Public:  Richard Veld, Mike Yeager, Susan Bryant-Kimball, Jon Peaslee.
Mr. Martin opened the meeting at 5:00 P.M.

Minutes:  Mr. Rowan moved to approve the minutes of the August 29, 2016 Selectmen’s Meeting as written; motion seconded by Mr. Martin and the motion passed.  Mr. Rowan moved to approve the minutes of the September 1, 2016 Work Session as written; motion seconded by Mr. Martin and the motion passed.  Mr. Rowan moved to approve the minutes of the September 7, 2016 Work Session as written; motion seconded by Mr. Martin and the motion passed.
Meadow Brook Committee Update:

Mike Yeager, Chair, explained the Meadow Brook Committee would like to do a timber cut on the old pasture field which runs down the middle of the property.  The purpose is to turn this section back into agricultural land.  Fred Lavigne and Peter Pohl walked and marked the area to be logged, and consulted with Bill Dunn, logger.  Mr. Dunn estimated it would not cost more than $3,000 to log this area.  There would not be any revenue with the harvest since it would only produce wood chips.  The cost to clear it would come from the Town Forest appropriation approved at Town Meeting.  Mr. Yeager presented the Selectmen with a proposed agreement between the Town and Mr. Dunn for this project.
Mr. Martin confirmed this project was discussed during earlier conversations and is consistent with plans for the property.  Mr. Rowan asked Mr. Yeager to get a formal vote from his committee for this project before starting.  Mr. Yeager will ask for a formal vote at the Meadow Brook Committee’s next meeting this Wednesday.  

Mr. Rowan moved to approve the logging project at Meadow Brook for a cost not to exceed $3,000, contingent upon a vote by the Meadow Brook Committee; motion seconded by Mr. Martin and the motion passed.

Upper Road Question:

Richard Veld asked for clarification on the road work getting done on Upper Road.  Specifically, he stated he read through a copy of the letter sent to the property owner at 107 Upper Road from the Board of Selectmen and wondered why the Selectmen stated they would not do any repairs on the culvert in front of that property.  He shared pictures of that culvert from when it was originally installed, and its condition now – which shows it is now plugged.  Mr. Rowan stated the Town planned on cleaning out that culvert next year, and will do so sooner if the condition of the culvert compromises the safe passage of the road.
2017 Budget Season:

Ms. Graham reminded the Selectmen the 2017 Budget season should start in early October.  They instructed her to contact last year’s Budget Committee members to determine if they are still interested in serving on the committee.  She will also advertise for new members on both the SandwichBoard and website.  
Highway Department Update:

· Jon Peaslee reported the department vehicles are still getting inspected.  The State has recently established very strict rules which has slowed down the process.  
· The Road Crew will change out the failed culvert and do some grading work on Upper Road tomorrow.

· Mr. Peaslee met with a property owner on Smithville Road to discuss the road culvert in front of her house and her driveway culvert.  He hopes to re-address this issue next year.

· Mr. Peaslee met with North Country Recycling about getting a container placed at the Transfer Station for heavy cardboard.  Separating out heavy cardboard will allow more space in the Single Stream recycling container.  The Town can also get reimbursed at least some funds for the cardboard.  Mr. Rowan moved to approve placing a container at the Transfer Station for heavy cardboard; motion seconded by Mr. Martin and the motion passed.  
Selectmen’s Reports:

Mr. Rowan reported he did a building permit application inspection for a new well.  The Selectmen attended two work sessions over the past two weeks.

Other Business:
Ms. Graham reported the owners of the Village Green Café have applied for an off-site consumption liquor license (ability to sell beer and wine, but not consumed on premises).  The Liquor Commission notified both the Selectmen and Police Chief to welcome any comments.  The Selectmen agreed to write a letter of support to the NH Liquor Commission for this type of license for the Village Green Café.
Two organizations requested raffle permits to take place at the Sandwich Fair.  

Mr. Rowan moved to approve the raffle permit for the 4-H Quilters Club during the Sandwich Fair; motion seconded by Mr. Martin and the motion passed.

Mr. Rowan moved to approve the raffle permit for the 4-H Swine Club of Merrimack County during the Sandwich Fair; motion seconded by Mr. Martin and the motion passed.

A property owner of 115 Upper Road wrote a letter to the Selectmen and asked that his letter become part of the public record.  While choosing not to include the letter in its entirety in these minutes, the letter is available in the Selectmen’s Office as a matter of public record and is available upon request.
Regular meeting adjourned at 6:10 P.M. with a motion by Mr. Rowan; seconded by Mr. Martin and the vote was unanimous.

Respectfully submitted,  
Catherine Graham

