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Town of Sandwich
Selectmen’s Meeting:  May 2, 2016
Attendees:  Selectmen Bud Martin, Toby Eaton; Admin:  Catherine Graham, Jennifer Wright.
Public:  Jon Peaslee, Ole Anderson.
Mr. Martin opened the regular meeting at 5:03 P.M.

Approval of Minutes:  Mr. Eaton moved to approve the minutes of April 25, 2016 as written; motion seconded by Mr. Martin, and the motion passed unanimously.  

Highway Department Update:

· Mr. Peaslee reported the Planning Board held the final site walk on Middle Road for the Town’s scenic road cut application; total trees inspected:  315.  The public hearing will be held at the Planning Board meeting scheduled for May 5th.  
· The Mt. Israel/Grove Street scenic road cut site walk is scheduled for May 5th
· Mr. Peaslee noted the trees at the end of the Transfer Station Road which he would like to cut are now tagged.  He asked the Selectmen to inspect this week.

· He is proposing to move the Woodshare wood stockpile from the busy area at the Transfer Station to a dry spot along the driveway.  There is a flat area on the right of the road as you drive into the dump.  Ms. Graham stated the only issue in moving it is the staff will no longer be able to monitor it easily.  All agreed it would be nice to free up that space where it is currently getting stored.
· The Town only received one application for the two seasonal help positions available.  Mr. Peaslee stated the applicant worked as the seasonal summer employee last summer and he is glad to hire him back.  Mr. Peaslee met with the applicant today and reported he will start for the season on May 16th.  Mr. Eaton moved to hire Ryan Hambrook as the summer seasonal highway department worker; motion seconded by Mr. Martin and the motion passed.  Ms. Graham will schedule a DOT physical and drug test.
· Mr. Peaslee stated he will contact the Town’s engineer, Mark Moser, to review the proposed parking areas so the Town will have a rough number to work with for CIP and budgeting purposes.  Mr. Peaslee is studying other large projects to present to the Selectmen regarding bridge repairs and large culvert repairs so these can get considered and included in the CIP tables.
· Mr. Peaslee asked permission to use funds from his operating budget (Tar/Paving line) to repave the pavement at the Whiteface Fire Station.  

Parks & Recreation Update:

· Ole Anderson researched the best material to use to place under the playground equipment at Remick Park.  After consulting with many Directors, the safest material is called ‘engineered wood fiber’, which is basically mulch harvested from inside the tree.  Mr. Peaslee will help Mr. Anderson determine the number of yards required to provide a 6” base.  The cost of the material is $75/yard.  After working with Ms. Graham and Julie Deak, the best fund or trust to use to pay for this unanticipated expense is the Doris Benz Trust.  Mr. Eaton moved to use the Doris Benz Trust to pay for the playground base material at Remick Park; motion seconded by Mr. Martin and the motion passed.
Selectmen’s Reports:

Toby Eaton reported he worked more on gathering documents for the various proposed parking areas in the village.  He also spoke with the Sandwich Players about continuing their clean-up of the Old Fire Station.  He attended the Agriculture Commission meeting during which there was much discussion on the Meadowbrook property.  All are enthusiastic about the agricultural use of the fields on the property.
Other Business:

Ms. Graham reported the members of the Ad Hoc Meadowbrook Committee are now finalized:  Mike Yeager, Chair; Susan Bryant Kimball and Jennifer Martel (at large members); Fred Lavigne (Conservation Commission rep); Monty Carlson (Agriculture Commission rep); Peter Pohl (Forest Committee rep) and Toby Eaton (Selectman’s Liaison).
A Town employee asked to read non-public meeting minutes which included a discussion about him; these minutes were sealed.  Town Counsel advised since the topic of the non-public discussion was about that individual, he could have access to those sealed minutes, but it requires a vote by the Selectmen.  Mr. Martin moved to make available a copy of the non-public minutes from April 18th to a particular Town employee; motion seconded by Mr. Eaton and the motion passed.

The food truck owner at the Sandwich Farmer’s Market on Wednesday evenings is requesting the use of the Old Fire Station to store a few tables and chairs during the market season.  Chief Ted Call was asked about this possibility and he agreed to it.  Mr. Eaton moved to allow the storage of tables and chairs for the Farmer’s Market at the Old Fire Station; motion seconded by Mr. Martin and the motion passed.
Ms. Graham reported the 2015 Audit is now complete.  The Town’s representation letter must now get signed by both Ms. Graham and the Selectman Chairman.  
Mr. Eaton moved to adjourn the meeting at 5:48 P.M.; motion seconded by Mr. Martin and the vote was unanimous.

Respectfully submitted,  

Catherine Graham

