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    Town of Sandwich
October 19, 2015
Regular Meeting

5:00 P.M.

Attendees:  Selectmen Mike Yeager, Bud Martin and Toby Eaton; Admin:  Catherine Graham, 
Public:  Katy Clark, Bob Carmany, Jon Peaslee, Susan Bryant Kimball, Chip Kimball, Attorney Walter Mitchell.
Mr. Yeager opened the meeting at 5:00 P.M.
Approval of Minutes:  Mr. Martin moved to approve the Selectmen’s Meeting minutes of October 5, 2015 as written; motion seconded by Mr. Eaton, and the motion passed. 
Sandwich Children’s Center (SCC) – Marjorie Thompson Fund:

Katy Clark, a Trustee of the Sandwich Children’s Center, provided the Selectmen with a written request for funds from the Marjorie Thompson Fund to cover scholarship requests from Sandwich families.  Ms. Clark explained the SCC provides approximately $10,000 in scholarship funds to families who attend the facility, enabling the parents to continue to work and live in this area.  Scholarship requests are submitted quarterly to the Trustees.  In this fourth quarter, the Trustees were asked for more scholarship funds then they have available, thus this request tonight.  Ms. Clark added 40% of their income is used for scholarships.
Ms. Clark stated they need $1,500 this quarter, plus an additional $3,500 for the 1st quarter of 2016, making a grand total of $5,000 for this request.  
Mr. Yeager praised the good work which the Children’s Center does for the families in the community, and acknowledged how proactive the Trustees are in fund-raising.  
Mr. Martin recommended Ms. Clark inform some of the families that are in need about the fuel assistance which Tri-County Cap can provide, as well as Town assistance if they qualify.

Mr. Yeager reported there is approximately $5,691.00 available to distribute in this fund (income only).  The Selectmen had questions for the Trustees of Trust Funds as far as annual accrual of income and on timing restrictions for withdrawals in early 2016.  Until these questions are answered, Mr. Eaton moved to award the Sandwich Children’s Center $3,000 from the Marjorie Thompson Fund for use for scholarships for Sandwich families; motion seconded by Mr. Martin and the vote was unanimous.  The Selectmen will submit this request to the Trustees of Trust Funds for their approval next.
Meadowbrook Property:

Susan Bryant Kimball and Chip Kimball reported on what they learned about mowing near or on a wetland.  Mr. Kimball stated that based on the NH Code of Administrative Rules, specifically Env-Wt 303.05 (b), mowing is allowed on a wetland.  Part of the Meadowbrook property has a Prime Wetland located on it, where mowing is not allowed, but the field area where the mowing took place is not located near it.  Mr. Kimball stressed that as long as you can see the field, it can be mowed.  Even non-field wetlands can be mowed, you just have to be sure not to disturb the root system, and to do it when the ground is frozen so no ruts are made.  

Mr. Kimball added it appears the stakes and wetlands markers have been placed in areas not designated as wetlands per the map provided by the recent wetlands study.  

Mr. Kimball encouraged the Selectmen to create a committee to oversee the management plan of this property which has members from all different interests.

Mr. Martin said the Town should be very proud what we have accomplished thus far with this property, with both the help of the Highway Crew and the members of the Conservation Commission.

Susan Bryant Kimball added it would also be helpful to have a forestry plan for this property; she feels it would be beneficial to have Wendy Scribner, of the NH Cooperative Extension, provide feedback.
Highway Department Update:

· Jon Peaslee reported he has a rental loader through this week since the Town’s loader is getting sand-blasted and repainted.  

· The John Deere sidewalk tractor will have heat added to the cab

· The dump truck which is getting retrofitted should be ready this week

· The new dump truck is currently at Donovan’s getting fitted.  

· Mr. Peaslee pointed out the article in The Citizen on swap shops and liability concerns

· Mr. Peaslee asked if he could purchase a compactor box since there are funds available in the Transfer Station budget.  Cost:  $6,500.  The Selectmen will consider it.

Other Business:

Mr. Martin moved to go into Non-Public Session per RSA 91-A:3, II(e) for a discussion of  a litigation issue; motion seconded by Mr. Eaton, and the vote was unanimous.
Roll Call Vote:  Mr. Yeager – aye; Mr. Eaton – aye; Mr. Martin – aye. 
Attorney Mitchell joined the meeting. 
The Board entered Non-Public Session at 5:43 P.M. 

The Board discussed a legal case.
Per RSA 91-A:3 III, Mr. Yeager moved to seal the minutes; motion seconded by Mr. Martin.

Roll Call Vote:  Mr. Yeager – aye; Mr. Martin – aye; Mr. Eaton – aye.
Mr. Eaton moved to leave Non-Public Session at 6:43 P.M, motion seconded by Mr. Martin, and the motion passed.
The Regular meeting resumed at 6:43 P.M.
Mr. Yeager moved to agree to hire Attorney Daniel Mullen for a Right-to-Know class per the recommendation of the McLane law firm; motion seconded by Mr. Eaton and the vote was unanimous.

Ms. Graham reported the Sewer Commissioners met last Thursday and agreed to release the remaining 10% of the balance due on the sewer tank project within 60 days of its completion.  The Commissioners would also agree to a final payout in 30 days if necessary, depending on the receipt of as-builts, etc., if the Selectmen agreed.  

Primex provided their renewal numbers for 2016 for budgeting purposes.  Workers Compensation premiums increased by 6.6% and Unemployment coverage decreased by 18%.  

George Sansoucy, the Town’s utility assessor, reported Eversource is now filing 2014 abatement appeals; he has processed 50 appeals thus far (including Sandwich) and will once again split the costs among the municipalities.

Ms. Graham reminded the Selectmen of the Budget Committee meeting this Wednesday, as well as Staff Meeting next Monday.  

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 7:00 P.M. on a motion by Mr. Martin; motion seconded by Mr. Eaton, and the motion passed.  
Respectfully submitted,  

Catherine Graham

