Sandwich Conservation Commission
                              February25th, 2015 minutes  draft

Commission Members Present: Peggy Merritt, Bud Martin, Bruce Burrows, Fred Lavigne, Jon Jakubos, Helen Gingras 

Commission Members absent:  Priscilla Smith, Sam Smith (alternate), Shaw Smith (alternate). 

#1 Call to Order: The meeting was called to order at 7:37pm.
#2 Assignment of alternates: No alternates were assigned.

#3 Approval of Minutes: The minutes from the January 28,2015 meeting were approved with minor changes. Jon moved, and Fred seconded.
#3A: Vote to Reaffirm Contribution to Leach Property :

 Bud made a motion to reconsider and reaffirm  our prior vote of a contribution from SCC funds to Lakes region Conservation Trust in the amount of $15,000 for purchase and stewardship of the Leach property on Great Rock Road.(R11-9A).Jon seconded, and the motion passed unopposed. Peggy recused herself from voting.

Reports:
#4 Wetlands permitting and timber reports: Jon presented an “after the fact” permit received from the DES for R3-lot 58. This permit involves trail work done on this property without first applying for a permit. The DES will assess the work done and make a recommendation. We will await their report to comment.
Kathy Stark, a town resident, was present to request a permit for permission to introduce material along the frontage of Atwood Brook on lot R8-38A. This is known as “chop and drop” and is used for riparian protection and enhancement. The permit was granted. Jon recused himself from this permitting.

 Fred noted that there were two permits returned because they were incomplete. He will follow up on them.

#5 Trails:  Helen talked about the list of trails that she requested from board members. A few additions were made, and members said they would send their updated lists to her. She will meet with Kathy Graham at town hall to discuss the process of putting them on the town website.
She also noted that it is time send out letters to the owners of the property on trails that we will be maintaining in the coming months to let them know that we will be working on their property. Peggy will help with this project.

Continuing Business:

#6: Wetlands Assessment of Meadow Brook Conservation Land:

(Shaw and Jon.) Selecting Contractor for this project. Bids due on March,2nd. 2015.

Jon noted that bids would be closed after 3/2 and the Board of Selectmen would be opening the bids and making a decision on awarding the contract on 3/18. The SCC will need to be represented at this meeting.
Jon requested that as part of the evaluation that wetland boundary markers be placed on the borders of the wetlands.

Fred reported that there has been snowmobile activity on the property which is not allowed under the conservation easement.

Bud will report this to N.H. Fish and Game.
Bud also commented that we need to have an open process for determining the use of this land.

#7 Sign For Meadow Brook Conservation Area:

Peggy presented a group of photographs that she took of signs of conserved land in surrounding towns. Members looked them over and chose the ones from land in Tamworth as their favorite. Helen will follow up to get information and report back next month. We will then make a decision about placing a sign.

#8: Invasive Plants Educational Program ,2015 Shaw

Shaw suggested that Wendy Scribner would be a good choice as presenter for a program. We thought that the Meadow brook property may be one option for a location for the program.
 New Business:

#9 Contribution of $1000 from White Sylvania Trust to the Conservation Commission:

 Peggy reported that WST board member Ned Harding, has informed her that the trust is donating $1000 to our Commission. Jon made a motion to accept the WST donation into our general fund. The motion was seconded by Fred, and passed unopposed. Bud said that we should clarify the rules for accepting the donation for the BOS.

#10 Conservation Commission Membership beginning in March,2015.

Peggy noted that Jon, Helen, Priscilla and Sam have terms that are expiring. Helen and Jon agreed to reappointment. We will check with Sam and Priscilla about their desire to continue.
Jon made a request for a GPS to use for monitoring easements and checking boundaries. Peggy said we will look into this.

 Other:

 Saturday, April 11,2015  “Saving Special Places” Annual Conservation Conference. Weare, NH, 

Meeting adjourned at 9:00 pm

Respectfully Submitted,

 Helen Gingras

Next Meeting, March 25, 7:00 pm. Town Hall

