SANDWICH CONSERVATION COMMISSION MINUTES
September 23, 2015 draft

Members Present:  Bruce Burrows, Jon Jakubos, Fred Lavigne, Bud Martin, Priscilla Smith, Sam Smith, alternate), Shaw Smith (alternate).

Members Absent:  Peggy Merritt, Helen Gingras.
Public Attendee:  Susan Bryant Kimball.
1.  Call to order:  Bruce called the meeting to order at 7:00 PM.
2.  Assignment of alternates:  No alternates were assigned.
3. Approval of Minutes of August 26, 2015.  Bruce announced that the approval of the August minutes is postponed until the October meeting.

Reports:

4.  Wetlands permits/timbering reports:  Jon reported that DES has approved the application for Map R3/Lot 54.  

      Fred reported there was one forestry notification for Map R8/Lots 25 and 25A.
5.  Trail Report:  Helen (by email) Still working on the section of trail that has been closed by the landowner, and that section remains closed.  Cleared and re-blazed the last section of the trail that goes to the Tamworth border.  Gerry removed many blowdowns. 
Continuing Business:

6.  Meadowbrook Conservation Area:
  a.   Fred said most of the permanent markers are in and he is waiting for Shaw to help with the posts.  The Town crew has been in and cleaned up the area.  The sign is up.  Jon Peaslee will use a Brush Hog inside the wetlands boundary.  Fred said there are more trees to come down.

     Susan Kimball asked if anyone has delineated the footprint of the removed blacksmith building on the property for use later on.  Bruce said he will ask Jon and perhaps have it marked.  Bud said it would be a good idea to document the footprint.
  b.  Shaw reported he needs to get water samples to Concord from the inflow as it moves under Route 25.  It will have to be done at different seasons and he will start in October.  A baseline needs to be established for later comparisons.
  c.   Public input session:  Collaboration with PSU faculty:

      The session will be scheduled for later in 2016.  The problem is tying in with PSU, the date has to be set by June Hammond- Rowan and we need time to get a good attendance by making sure the public is made aware of the meeting.

  d.  Possible field trip by PSU students and JHR, October 30, 2015
      Fred said he has been asked to go with the students on the field trip.

7.  Conservation Easement Monitoring –status (Sam)

    Sam reported the folders are ready to go with a sign-up sheet.

New Business:

8.  2016 Budget:

     Bud said the Selectboard had met earlier and they are using last year’s figures for now but changes can be made before the final budget is set.

Other:

Bruce said he thinks we should get a more complete report from Dan Reidy as to what goes on during the Five Days of Sandwich.  There should be details as to how many children attend and resident and non-resident numbers.  

Jon wants to discuss the amount of money we are getting from the Land Use Change Tax and feels we should be getting a higher percentage as the SCC has paid out a lot from its fund.  There needs to be a paid consultant for the Meadow Brook Management Plan.

Bruce said we will discuss the budget at the next meeting.  Fred bought more cedar posts for Meadow Brook and the ground crew had more expenses.  Bruce will talk to the Sandwich Police Dept. about using    the community service owed by some people to clean up the litter along the road by the Meadow Brook Conservation Area.

Jon moved to adjourn and Fred seconded.

 The meeting adjourned at 7:30 PM.

Respectfully submitted,
Priscilla Smith

The next SCC meeting is October 28, 2015 in the Town Hall

