Sandwich Conservation Commission Minutes

March 1, 2016   draft

Commission Members Present:  Peggy Merritt, Bruce Burrows, Jon Jakubos, Fred Lavigne, Shaw Smith (alternate) Priscilla Smith, Sam Smith (alternate),  Bud Martin

Commission Members Absent:  Helen Gingras

General Public Attendee:  Tracy Ripkey

Guest Present:  Phil Brown, Director of Land Management, NH Audubon
#1.  Call to Order:  Peggy called the meeting to order at 7:00 PM.
#2.  Assignment of Alternates:  No alternates were assigned.

#3.  Approval of Minutes:  Jon moved to accept the minutes of January 27, 2016 and Fred seconded.

One minor correction was noted and the minutes passed as amended.

Presentation by Phil Brown, NHA:  (taken out of order)
Phil gave a presentation in support of the request from the NHA for a contribution from the SCC of $5,000 toward transaction costs associated with putting a 10 acre lot,  Map R3-Lot 57A, into a conservation  easement.  This parcel abuts the Alice Bemis Thompson Wildlife Sanctuary and is owned by Dr. and Mrs. Robert Ridgely.  This easement will enable boardwalk construction on this wetland-dominated parcel.  This is needed to add to the existing boardwalk and allow public access to land previously taken over by beavers.  The NHA does not have a dedicated conservation fund which is why the SCC is being asked for financial help.
 NHA had to fundraise $50,000 for last year’s boardwalk project and has to raise a similar amount this year for expenses related to the boardwalk, which will be ADA accessible and available at no charge to the public.  There will be signage directing people to the Audubon property.  As yet the NHA has no money for stewardship of the boardwalk but expects to raise all costs associated with it by donations, grants and other fundraisers.
Jon will review a draft of the easement and will be consulting with Phil about it.  Jon will bring a briefing statement to the next meeting of the SCC regarding the document.  It was also explained to Phil that the SCC is required to have a public hearing before funding.
Completion of the project is expected by spring, after the surveying is done.

Reports:

#4.  Wetlands Permits/Timbering Reports

Jon reported that he and Fred checked the driveway on Map R11-Lot 28 on Schoolhouse Road and found the spot needed a culvert.  Fred consulted the owner of the property and the owner’s representative and a new plan was resubmitted and approved.  A request was made that a letter be written stating that the SCC was satisfied with the inspection.  Peggy said she received the request and she wrote back to the owner’s rep.  Jon raised the question of how many copies of a project are needed and who gets and keeps the final copies and correspondence relating to the project.
Fred reported he received a Complete Forestry Notification on Map R11 – Lot 28.
#5.  Trail Report:

As Helen wasn’t at the meeting Peggy gave her report.  Helen and Gerry cleared the blowdown on the Bearcamp River Trail.  She is planning to use volunteers to do trail work at the end of April and early May.

Continuing Business:

#6.  Land Use Change Tax – Warrant Article:
Peggy read the petitioned warrant article #30.  Shaw agreed to present it at Town Meeting on March 9, 2016.  He will bring up the fact that the Conservation Fund is used more on maintenance (the Beede Falls  project for one) than on acquiring new conservation properties.

#7.  Five Days in Sandwich – 2016:
An ad was put in the Meredith News for applications for a Director and Assistant Director with a deadline of March 21, 2016.  Louisa Bryant and Dan Reidy are willing to help with applicant interviews.  Shaw offered to help also.

New Business:
#8.  NHA Presentation – Taken Out of Order

#9.  Activities for Coming Year:
 Bob Ridgely feels the SCC should concentrate more on invasive species.  Jon said we need help from the State or problems will just recur.  A lot of the invasive species are on private land so Peggy feels the public needs to be more informed.  It was suggested we partner with the NHA about their land.  
It was agreed that monitoring should start earlier in the year.
Other:

The matter of a secretary was tabled for now.

The Ag Commission is presenting their plan for part of the Meadowbrook property at the Selectmen’s meeting on March 7, 2016.  

Peggy wrote a thank you letter to Ned Harding for the $1,000 the SCC received from the White Sylvania Trust. 
Jon made a motion to adjourn and Fred seconded.
The meeting was adjourned at 8:45 PM.

Respectfully submitted,

Priscilla Smith

Next meeting:  March 23, 2016 at 7:00 PM

Saving Special Places meeting:  April 9, 2016 in Alton, NH

