SANDWICH CONSERVATION COMMISSION

February 26, 2014 draft
Commission Members present:  Peggy Merritt, Bud Martin, Jon Jakubos, Fred Lavigne, Priscilla Smith, Sam Smith; alternate,

Commission Members absent:  Carolyn Snyder; alternate, Bruce Burrows Helen Gingras, Shaw Smith; alternate, Jocelyn Gutchess; ex-officio.

Guest present:  Kathy Starke.

#1.  Call to order:  The meeting was called to order at 7:00 PM.

#2.  Assignment of alternates:  No alternates were assigned.

#3.  Approval of January minutes:  Jon made a motion to accept the January minutes.  Bud seconded and the minutes were approved unanimously.

#4.  Invasive plant removal-(possible project for year):  Kathy Starke, who works for the WMNF and is an authority on invasive plants and ways to remove them, came to the meeting to discuss the subject as a conservation issue.  She spoke about what constitutes an invasion plant and the three ways to remove it: 

1.   Mechanical - physically removing

2.   Biologically – animals, insects, other species

3.   Herbicide – backyard sprayer, etc.  

The cost of herbicides is expensive, and it was proposed that perhaps the Town could partner with the Forest Service for at least the first two or so years.  The Forest Service is most concerned about land bordering the forest; the Town would have to deal with any landowner concerns.  Remick Park and the dump were talked about as the first areas to be worked on.  Kathy said she would volunteer and could do the work with one or two other volunteers in a short period of time.  If herbicides are used on Town land a certified supervisor has to be present.  It was also discussed partnering with the State DOT for State roads.  The invasive plant person at the DOT is Christine Perron, the forest contact is Leland Prout.

Easement land would be up to the landowner who, Kathy felt, should pay for the service.  Peggy suggested educating people involved and should start with Jon Peaslee, Road Agent.  Kathy said there is also a record keeping requirement which could be time consuming. An opinion poll was taken and everyone was in favor of looking into the project.  Peggy asked Jon Jakubos to oversee the project and Jon said he would ask Shaw to coordinate with him.

#5.  Wetland and Logging Permits:  Jon reported that the rip rap has been taken out of the R21-L36 plans and the DES has issued the permit.  Fred reported the R10-L17 logging permit was a  minimum impact notification  and is done. 

#6.  Trail Report:  There was no report.

#7,  Filing/Mailing Monitoring Reports:  Sam reported that he and Priscilla copied, mailed and filed the monitoring reports.  Two monitoring folders are missing.  Next year’s monitoring folders are mostly ready except for some copies of maps.  Peggy said that before the reports are sent next year they should be gone over to make sure they are correct as there were some mistakes noted in the 2013 reports.

#8.  Conservation Terms Expiring in 2014:  Sam will apply to remain and Bruce has stated his plan to stay on the Board also.  

#9.  Bearcamp Pond Marina:  The question of what to do about the abandoned boats which are impacting the wetlands and vegetation  is a concern.  They are falling apart.  Bud suggested contacting Leo Greene as perhaps this falls under the Recreation Dept.  Fred offered to talk to Leo.

Red Hill Pond Access: The question remains as to who put up the NO ATV ACCESS sign on the Henry easement property.  The plan of the property refers to the road as a public access road and it has been historically used as such.  It is not stated in the easement deed but Bud Martin said that as the plan is referred to in the easement it therefore becomes part of the easement.  The instrument should define “public access” as the plan states “limited public use”.  The owners of the land like the sign as they do not want motorized access to the boat launch area.  They would like any boats left there to be removed in the fall but a sign stating this is not the responsibility of the Commission.  Peggy will call Shawn Allen about the sign as he first raised the question about it.  Sam suggested the Town pass an ordinance about leaving boats around the ponds shores.

Management Plan for Newly Acquired Conservation Land (R21-L35):  Peggy said we should name the property, she suggested “Meadowbrook Preserve”.  Fred wants more time to learn the history and said we need someone to come up with a management plan.  He thought the UNH extension service might help; Jon said we should take the proposal to the Selectmen.  There is a lot of work to be done on the property and the boundaries need to be located.  He is going to check it out while it is snow covered and easier to walk.  A field trip will be set up for others interested in going.

10.  Other Business:  Fred said someone called him about a sign at Cow Cave saying “Do Not Remove the Icicles”.  He doesn’t know who put the sign up.   Fred feels there is a need for towns to be educated in water management – culverts, dams etc. – because of damage caused by storms.  Jon Peaslee has identified all the Town culverts.

11.  Announcements:  Peggy reminded everyone about the Saving Special Places on April 5 2014 at the Laconia Middle School, Laconia, NH.
 Next scheduled meeting is March 26, 2014.

Jon made a motion, Sam seconded, all agreed and the meeting adjourned at 8:30 PM.

Respectfully submitted,

Priscilla Smith   
