                           Sandwich Conservation Commission Minutes
                                         June 24th, 2015    draft

Commission Members Present: Peggy Merritt, Priscilla Smith, Fred Lavigne, Jon Jakubos, Helen Gingras

Commission Members Absent: Bruce borrows, Bud Martin, Sam Smith, Shaw Smith.

Guests Present: Susan Bryant- Kimball, Julie Dolan, Betty Alcock, Jon Peaslee, Debbie Peaslee, Jim Hambrook, Holly Cook, June Hammond- Rowan; Plymouth State University Faculty.

#1 Call to Order: The meeting was called to order at 7:03p.pm

#2 Assignment of Alternates: No alternates were assigned.

 #3 Approval of Minutes of April 22nd ,2015 meeting: The minutes from the April 22nd,2015 were approved without opposition.
Taken Out of Order:

#6: Meadow Brook Conservation Area:

a. Status of Wetlands Delineation and Assessment Report: 

Peggy noted that we have received the draft report and the next step will be to meet with Mr. Coons to review the content and discuss any questions and concerns. The meeting was set for July 9th. at 4:00p.m. Rick Van de Pol will meet with us beforehand to discuss a project at the Alice Bemis Thompson Reserve.
We will sign off and pay for the report after this meeting.

She informed us that the wetland areas have been flagged and that we now need to proceed with placing permanent markers to replace the temporary ones. We will need volunteers for this project.
Susan Bryant Kimball asked if the public can have input into this process. 

Julie Dolan also asked about the wetlands markers, and did we know if they are correct. Peggy responded that we are comfortable with the assessment technique used by the Ilex Wetlands Consultants.
b. Sign, Pull Off Area, Other work with town crew:

Jon Peaslee reported that it will be several weeks before we have a final plan for access to the area. He noted that the State Highway Dept. has said that we would be allowed to have two entrances. In the meantime he can make a temporary access surface to enable his trucks to get onto the property for clean-up. Jon said that the clean-up would cost about $2400.00, including the preparing of the entrance. This will come out of his budget. The permanent entrance would cost about $5000.00.
Helen made a motion to allow Jon to work with the State Highway Department on a plan for a permanent entrance, and the SCC would pay approximately $5000.00 for this project. The motion passed unanimously. 

Fred said that he would be willing to install the sign.

c. Possible Collaboration With PSU students and faculty ( June Hammond-Rowan).
Peggy reported that she had spoken with the Board of Selectmen and that they were agreeable to the PSU team working on a management plan for the Meadow Brook property for us.

Ms. Hammond-Rowan spoke about the process of forming a plan that would include a public input session with the SCC and PSU. She felt that the SCC should write the plan. She would like to have a public meeting in the fall that would clarify the use of the land.

Susan Bryant Kimball asked about how much involvement PSU would have in the plan. Jon commented that we would possibly have a professional management plan writer do the plan.

We will set up a meeting in the fall.

d. Report on Invasive Plant Workshop and next Steps.:

Peggy noted that we will need another work session to remove more invasive plants. We will ask Shaw to set a date for this at the next meeting.

Jon Peaslee will work with the State ( Doug Cygans), to get information on eradication of invasive species along the roads.

Jon Jakubos asked about work to be done on the Knotweed on Rte.113 in No. Sandwich.

#7: Five days of Sandwich: 7/6-7/24th. 2015, Dan Reidy

Peggy noted that there are still several openings for the program.

 We would like Mr. Reidy to have a program report prepared for us by August 7th.
#4 Wetlands Permits/ Timbering Reports:

 Fred had a forestry notification for R22 Lot-.

He also noted that in the near future there would be a notification for work on the Beebe River Conservation Land, including sediment trapping.

#5: Trail Report: Helen
Peggy requested an Executive session for this part of the meeting.

The general public was excused and we discussed the status of the Bearcamp River Trail.

Helen reported that she has done maintenance work on most of the trail and will next work on reblazing it.

Priscilla moved to adjourn the meeting and Fred seconded it.
 The meeting was adjourned at 8:40 p.m.

 Respectfully submitted,

 Helen Gingras
