Sandwich Conservation Commission
      December17th, 2014 minutes draft









Commission Members Present: Peggy Merritt, Priscilla Smith, Jon Jakubos,      Helen Gingras, Bruce Burrows, Fred Lavigne, Sam Smith (alternate).

Commission Members Absent:  Bud Martin, Shaw Smith (alternate)

#1Call to Order:  The meeting was called to order at 7:00 pm.

#2 Assignment of Alternates: No alternates were assigned.

#3  Approval of Minutes: The November minutes were approved with recommendations for changes from several members.

#4 Wetlands report and timbering permits: Jon and Fred. Jon reported that the State DES granted approval of the expedited permit on map R9, Lot 8B.

There were no timbering permits submitted.
#5 Trail Report:

Helen discussed the purchase of a sign to identify the recently acquired Meadow Brook Conservation land. We will pursue this at our next meeting when she will have more information on styles of signs.

Continuing Business:

#6 Warrant Article: Land Use Change Tax:

Peggy presented a letter that she drafted to the Board of Selectmen requesting that they support a warrant article submitted by the Conservation Commission, that would increase the LUCT tax  (land use change tax) from 25% to 50%. She noted that we are second from the bottom of surrounding towns in the amount of tax money that we receive.
Jon made a motion that we send off the letter as written, and Fred seconded. The motion passed unopposed.
#7 Conservation Easements monitoring Reports:

Peggy has looked at all the reports and noted that currently there is only one property that has an issue that will need follow up. She thanked us all for our work on completing our monitoring. She and Sam will work on organizing the folders, and send out the reports and a cover letter to the landowners.

Peggy will communicate with Steve Walker, the State LCIP manager, regarding the issue that was noted with one property.

Wetland Assessment of Meadow Brook Conservation Area:

Peggy asked Jon about the timing on sending out a letter to firms for a request for a bid to do a wetlands assessment on the Meadow Brook property .He felt that it should be sent out by mid January, with a due date noted for response to the town.

Jon presented a letter that he asked us to read and comment prior to his sending it out.

There was a discussion about how to mark the wetland boundaries which we will follow up on at our next meeting.

New Business:
#9 Annual Report:

 Peggy noted that our narrative for the Town Report is due mid January, and she asked about ideas for items to be included. She thought it would be nice to report on the new signage and clearing on the Bear Camp River Trail. Helen will coordinate a photo op with the Over The Hill Hikers to emphasize their generosity in paying for the new signs.

#10 Invasive Plants Educational Program,2015:

We discussed various options and educational programs that are available.

We will try to come up with a plan to do a presentation at our meeting in January.
Jon made a motion to adjourn the meeting, and Helen seconded it.

 The meeting was adjourned at 8:27 pm.

Respectfully Submitted,

 Helen Gingras

Next scheduled meeting is on January 28th, 2015
