








Sandwich Conservation Commission Minutes

April 23rd. 2014 draft





Commission Members Present: Peggy Merritt, Bruce Burrows, Fred Lavigne, 
Helen Gingras, Priscilla Smith, Shaw Smith, alternate,Sam Smith, alternate, 


Commission Members Absent: Jon Jakubos,Bud Martin,Caroline Smith, alternate.

Guests Present: Susan Bryant Kimball, Roger Larochelle ,SLCS

#1Call to Order: The meeting was called to order at 7:00pm.

#2 Assignment of Alternates :  No alternates were assigned.

#3 Approval of March Minutes :  Fred made a motion to approve the minutes and Helen seconded it. The motion passed unopposed.

#4 Wetlands Permits and Timbering Report:  Fred reported that there have been no new permits received in the past month. He did one land check at the request of a landowner. 

#5 Trails Report: Helen reported that she has mailed letters to all of the landowners on the Bearcamp River Trail to inform them that we will be doing trail maintenance work in the upcoming weeks.

She has also replaced the signs at the BCRT on Elm Hill Rd. that now allow foot travel , but prohibit hunting.

She has also requested that we find a source to replace some of the signs for the trail that are in poor condition. 

Continuing Business:

 #6 Management Plan For Newly Acquired Conservation Land R1, lot35

Peggy noted that we need to schedule another visit to the property which would include members of the agricultural commission. She thought it would be helpful if we could also include Wendy Scribner from the NH Extension Service, and Mike Marchand  a biologist from NH Fish and Game.

Fred suggested asking Tony Vazzano ,a bird expert, and Barry Paterno, an amphibian expert to also have a look at the property. Fred will call Tony and Barry, and Peggy will contact Wendy.

Susan Bryant Kimball inquired about the status of the search for an easement holder. We do not yet have a firm commitment from any group. Susan gave us some names  of organizations that she thought might agree to do it, including the Fish and Game Department.

 New Business :

#7 Roger Larochelle spoke with the group about the proposed land acquisition of a 5434 acre parcel of land that straddles Sandwich and Campton west of the Sandwich Notch Rd. This property is scheduled to be sold to a Conservation group in the next few weeks, and we will then have more information about the future use of this land. It is currently named the Beebe River Property.

#8 Possible change in percentage of Land Use Change Tax (LUCT).

Peg reported that she had received a request from a town resident asking us to consider placing a warrant at town meeting to have the LUCT increased from the current 25% to 50%.Peggy asked if this is something that the Commission would like to do. The consensus was that we would like to gather information and consider it when we know more about it. Bruce suggested that we could cap the amount if we increased it, and then drop down the percentage to a lower number.

Sam moved to study the situation and then we can make a decision at a future meeting. Shaw seconded and the motion passed unanimously.

#9 Public access to Red Hill Pond.
A town resident has asked for clarification on the status of public access for boat use to Red Hill Pond. The land in question is conserved land.  A suggestion was made that we ask the Board of Selectmen to examine the deed and make a decision on this.

Sam moved that the SCC write a letter to the Board of Selectman requesting a formal legal interpretation of the meaning of “limited access” to Red Hill Pond

(from Top of The World Rd.) which is contradictory between the wording in the easement document and the site plan referred to in the easement document.

Fred approved the motion. There were three in favor, one opposed, and one abstained.

Sam will draft the letter to the Selectmen.

#10 Bearcamp Pond Trail Relocation and boat Launch Area.

 Bruce reported that the town highway dept. will move the trail away from the endangered plants by the end of May.

Bruce also spoke with the Rec. Dept. head , Leo Greene about the condition of the boat launch area. There is agreement that it needs cleaning up, and the abandoned boats need to be removed.

We will ask Leo to place a sign stating that all boats should be removed at the end of the season.

Bruce made a motion to adjourn the meeting and Fred seconded it. All approved.

 Meeting was adjourned at 8:28pm.

Respectfully submitted,

 Helen Gingras

next scheduled meeting is on May 28th,2014

