Sandwich Conservation Commission Minutes

           June 25th, 2014 draft

Commission Members Present: Bruce Borrows, Priscilla Smith, Helen Gingras, Bud Martin, Peggy Merritt, Shaw Smith, alternate, Sam Smith, alternate.

Commission Members Absent: Fred Lavigne, Jon Jakubos, Caroline Snyder.

#1: Call to Order: The meeting was called to order at 7 pm.

#2: Assignment of Alternates: No alternates were assigned.

#3: Approval of May Minutes: The June minutes were approved with one minor change. Shaw made a motion to approve, and Bruce seconded it. The motion passed unopposed.

Reports: 

#4: Wetlands and Timbering reports: Fred and Jon.

Fred reported that have not received any new permits this month.

#5: Trails Report:  Helen reported that she has replaced some of the old signs with new ones at several of the trailheads, and will continue place the rest after contacting the landowners.

She also reported that she had solicited and received more money from the Over The Hill Hikers to replace the missing handrail over the bridge on the edge of the Cook property on the Bearcamp River Trail. The work was done by a trail crew member from the company “Off The Beaten Path”.

Continuing Business:
#6: Five Days of Sandwich Status Report:

Peggy reported that all openings for the program are filled.

The board has decided to ask Dan Riedy, the program director, to submit a report on the program that would list each day’s activities that had transpired. We will determine a date by which this report should be submitted.

#7: Meadowbrook Conservation Area (R1-lot 35):

Peggy and Helen reported on the June16th. meeting with the Board of Selectman that they attended, that was a forum for public discussion on uses for the Meadowbrook Conservation Property.

Several interested parties spoke of the past history of agricultural use of the land, and their desire to reintroduce farming to this land.

The report by the soil expert that had evaluated the land was discussed, which noted that some areas could be suitable for farming.

Some members of the general public that had walked the property noted the condition of the land and the need for clean-up of debris that is present.

The Board of Selectmen agreed to have the Town Highway Department help with clean-up of the area.

They will also await information from the Conservation Commission on the plan to do a wetlands evaluation.

Shaw reported that he and Jon will be meeting in the next few days to finalize the RFP (request for proposal) for a wetlands evaluation. He will call Rick Van de Pol for input and they will bring the proposal to the next meeting.

#8 Invasive Plants Removal: 

Possible summer project, Shaw and Jon.

The Meadowbrook property was identified as an area that has an invasive species, i.e., Bittersweet. This could potentially be a project for Shaw and Jon to work on. They will consider this for feasibility.

#9 2014 Conservation Easement Monitoring:

Peggy handed out a list of properties to be monitored, and who is the monitor for each one. She strongly encouraged monitors to start as early as possible.

She also noted the need to get new monitors involved, and to contact people that had taken the monitoring workshop that we held to enlist new people.

Sam will get the folders ready.

Other Business:

Peggy discussed the possibility of increasing the Land Use Change Tax (LUCT),  Currently 25% of the tax goes into the Conservation Commission Funds.

We could consider asking for an increase to 50%.

She will get more information for presentation next month.

Bruce moved to adjourn the meeting and Shaw seconded it. The meeting was adjourned at 8:22pm.

Respectfully Submitted,

 Helen Gingras 

Next meeting will be held on July 23,2014
