      Sandwich Conservation Commission Minutes

                 July 23rd, 2014 draft

Commission Members Present: Bruce Burrows, Priscilla Smith, Helen Gingras, Bud Martin, Peggy Merritt, Fred Lavigne, Jon Jakubos, Sam Smith,(alternate), Shaw Smith, (alternate), Caroline Snyder, (alternate).

Guests Present:  Susan Bryant Kimball, Martha Carlson, Milan McNall.

#1 Call to Order:  The meeting was called to order at 7:01 pm.

#2 Assignment of alternates: No alternates were assigned.

#3 Approval of May minutes: The June minutes were approved after the insertion of two missing items. The motion to approve passed unopposed.

Reports:
#4 Wetlands Permits, timbering report:  Jon reported that he had not received any new timbering reports.

 Fred reported that we have received one wetlands report. It is a minimal impact forestry notification for lot R1/ 13A, 52A.

#5Trails Report: Helen reported that the maintenance on the Bearcamp River Trail is almost complete, and the majority of old signs have been replaced with new ones.

She noted that the Five Days of Sandwich group of youngsters walked a section of it on a recent outing.

The Red Hill Pond Trail has also been cleared and the debris removed from the dam where it had completely obstructed the flow of water.

Dick Devens, a nearby neighbor, has volunteered to help maintain the trail.

She has also ordered a new trail sign as the present one is falling apart.

Bud made a motion for the SCC to pay for the sign, and Jon seconded it. Motion passed unopposed.

Continuing Business:

#6 Bearcamp Pond Beach-Boat launch Areas, Trail Closure
Caroline Snyder expressed her concerns about the process by the Commission that led to the closure of the trail. She noted that after examining the minutes relevant to the closure, that no formal vote was taken, nor was a recommendation to the Board of Selectmen made. She suggested that the closure be reconsidered and that the woodchips currently in the area be removed, and be replaced with sand.

 Peggy noted that the SCC minutes regarding this matter had been sent to board members and this item was on the agenda for several months. She attended a Board of Selectman meeting where this issue was discussed and observed that no other members of the public were there.

Shaw thought that it may be a good place to restrict foot traffic.

Fred commented that if we are able to protect the water’s edge that it is a good plan to close it and let the vegetation grow back. He also expressed concern about the large number of boats cluttering the boat launch area.

Priscilla said that the reason she originally agreed with the closure was because that she was led to believe by the original complaint brought before the board, that the plant was rather special and needed to be protected.

Bud, speaking from his position as both Board of Selectman member, and SCC representative, said that we could now vote to reconsider the closure of the trail.

Priscilla moved to reconsider the SCC action to close the path at Bearcamp Pond.

Fred seconded, at the motion passed unopposed.

Members of the general public were invited to speak.

Martha Carlson spoke first, asking us to please keep the path open. She felt it was an important ecological area for educating children about nature.

 She also stated that boats should not be allowed on the beach.

Additionally, she felt that the Park and Recreation department head should get involved, and asked for a clarification of his duties.

Susan Bryant Kimball spoke next as a representative of the Bearcamp Pond Association.

She read from the copy of the deed that gifted access to the beach area to both Sandwich and Tamworth residents many years ago.

She commented that the boat launch area needed a good deal of work. She suggested that the Recreation Department needs to get more involved. She also pointed out that there are several groups that have some responsibility to oversee the area, and we may need some clarification of responsibility.

Bruce stated that the access to the water for nature observation is quite good along the pond side of the closed path .

Jon and Fred both reaffirmed their position that it is best for the edge of the pond to remain a natural area, and not have foot traffic

Milan McNall noted that it is an ideal place for children to study nature.

Peggy then spoke about our original intentions for the path closure, which was to protect the pitcher plants that were growing along the water’s edge. This was at the request of a local citizen who expressed her concern about them being damaged.

Peggy suggested that perhaps we could close the end of the path nearest the boat launch area, and move the wood chips that are currently on the closed path, to the alternate trail. This would allow continued use of the nature area.

She also felt that a clean-up of the boat area, and removal of unused boats is necessary.

Jon noted that this would be a Board of Selectman and Recreation Department responsibility.

Peggy asked Bud if the Town Highway crew could do this and he agreed that they could.

Bruce then spoke of how the decision to close the trail came about. After the original complaint came before our commission, he met with Mike Yeager , the Board of Selectman representative, and Jon Peaslee, from the Highway Dept. and a plan was formulated to close that section of the path.

Bruce then made a motion to recommend to the BOS that we close the trail. Jon seconded the motion.

The motion passed with five members for and two against.

#7 Meadow Brook  Conservation Area:

 Wetlands Assessment : RFP. Jon and Shaw.

Jon asked that we decide what kind of testing we would like done on the property.

He said that after contacting some companies that it was evident that how much testing we would like done will affect the price significantly. For example, if it includes extensive water testing, this could double the price.

Discussion ensued, and it was decided that perhaps we could exclude the water testing from the proposal, we could  do the testing on our own.

Jon and Shaw will seek estimates with this in mind.

Peggy felt that it is important to have the water tested as a baseline if the land is to be used for agriculture in the future.

#8 Invasive Plant Removal: 

Jon and Shaw are planning to start invasive plant removal work on the Meadow Brook property. This will consist of cutting down Bittersweet that is present on several trees. This will be mechanical removal only. They have a few volunteers to help.
Jon reported that Doug Cygan, Invasive Species Coordinator for the N.H. Dept of Agriculture, has agreed to do a training session with our town highway crew to teach them how to manage invasive species along the roadside.

#9 2014 Conservation Monitoring Easement

Peggy handed out a revised monitoring assignment sheet and encouraged us to start monitoring as soon as we can.

 She also mentioned several volunteers that we should enlist who took our training session last fall.

Other Business:

Peggy read a letter sent to the Board of Selectman from John and Grace Maclean concerning the foot access to Red Hill Pond across their property.

It states that it allows foot travel only, and that canoes carried in are allowed. It requires that all canoes left in at the pond need to be removed by November 1st.

Also, camping and fires are prohibited.
Next, Peggy discussed our request for the director of the Five Days of Sandwich program

to submit a report of the program ‘s activities for this year.

We placed a due date of August 14th for this report.

Jon made a motion to adjourn the meeting and Shaw seconded it.

The meeting was adjourned at 9:03pm.

Respectfully Submitted,

 Helen Gingras 

The next scheduled meeting will be held on August 27th, 2014

