Sandwich Conservation Commission

Minutes, July24th, 2013 draft

Commission Members Present: Peggy Merritt, Helen Gingras, Fred Lavigne, Jon Jakubos, Bud Martin, BOS representative, Shaw Smith, alternate, Sam Smith, Alternate.

Commission Members Absent: Jocelyn Gutchess, ex-officio, Bruce Burrows, Priscilla Smith, Caroline Snyder, alternate.

#1Assignment of  Alternates: No alternates were assigned.
#2 Call to Order: The meeting was called to order at 7:06 pm.

#3 Approval of June Minutes: The minutes were approved unanimously with a few minor changes. Fred made the motion and Jon seconded.

#4 Taken out of order: Dan Reidy joined us to give a report of this summer’s Five Days of Sandwich program. Dan started by telling us that he had several places in the program this year that were different from previous years.

He also informed us that during the second week of the program his assistant was injured during an outside activity and had to be replaced. Dan was able to employ Angie Morton who was qualified to assist him, and she signed on for the remainder of the program. He would like to have a back-up plan in place next year in the event a similar mishap occurs.

Peggy requested a synopsis of each activity be written for the Commission .Dan emphasized that his program was unique in that it focuses on stewardship in the town of sandwich.

Dan said he will send us information on each daily activity and Helen will place all info received in a folder for our files.

Peggy inquired about the increase in the cost of transportation for the program, and asked if Dan could give us a copy of his budget. We questioned whether the Quimby Trust could pay for the cost of transportation.

Peggy asked Dan if he would return in August with a written summary of the program’s activities.

#5 Wetland Report: Fred and Jon. Jon reported that he received an expedited permit request from the town for a culvert on Woodland Rd. It will need new concrete and a wing wall.

Update on Prime Wetland Information for master plan. Jon and Shaw .Shaw has identified some companies that may be interested in bidding on the work. We need to have a proposal for action for the warrant article ready by November.

Shaw and Jon will meet soon and send information for bids to the companies to gather information by August or September.

#6 Trail Report: Helen. Helen reported that she spoke with Jill Rawson regarding placing a sign at the Red Hill Pond Trail dam site as she is the owner of the property. We had received a report from a neighbor regarding open fires by the dam. Jill said she would not mind a sign placed there prohibiting open fires. Peggy will have a sign made, and Helen will hang it.

Helen also reported that she has been maintaining the Bear Camp River Trail in preparation for walks during Old Home Week.

A recent request for help with clearing drew only one response.

Bud requested that the SCC  have a sign for the Sandwich Notch Park that states foot travel only, no horses.

#7 Wetland Mitigation property.R1-35 Status: Bud reported that the deed will be filed this week. Fritz Kerr of the BOS walked the site and noted that there is debris on the site that could be cleaned up by a work party. The property title is now clear.

We will take ownership soon and are still looking for an easement holder.

#8Discussion of Conservation Commission duties /activities Sam Smith

Sam has compiled a list of duties for the Commission that is a comprehensive list 

of what our duties are.

 #9 Conservation easement monitoring workshop, September 14th.

Fred is organizing the workshop to be held at Mead Base.

Peggy will do the publicity and send out a message on the Sandwich Board.

#10 New Business : Fred reported that the town highway department has completed the repair of the Bennett St. loop.

Bud reported that the town won a litigation suit by an Upper Rd. party regarding a 

culvert issue.

Next scheduled meeting is on August 28th, at 7 pm.

Meeting adjourned at 8$5 pm.

 Respectfully submitted,

Helen Gingras
