Sandwich Conservation Commission

Minutes, June26th, 2013  draft









Commission Members Present: Peggy Merritt, Helen Gingras, Fred Lavigne, Jon Jakubos, Bud Martin, BOS representative, Shaw Smith ,alternate, Jocelyn Gutchess,ex-officio.

Commission Members Absent: Bruce Burrows, Priscilla Smith, Sam Smith, alternate, Caroline Snyder, alternate.

Guest Members Present: Rebecca Hanson, Director of Conservation, Squam Lakes Association,and her four interns ,Ian Cullison, Lee Miller, Taylor Beyea, and Kari Siceloff.

#1 Call to Order : 7:03 pm.

#2 Assignment of alternates: No alternates were assigned.

#3 Approval of Minutes:  The May minutes were approved with a few minor changes. Jon moved and Fred seconded.

#4 Taken Out of Order: Rebecca Hanson, Director of Conservation for  Squam Lakes  Association  reported on her ongoing work with an intern group based at UNH. Their work focuses on water  monitoring in the Squam watershed  area and is the first ever of it’s kind. She will send us the information when the data is complied.

She reported that approximately 36-39,000 gallons of milfoil had been pulled from the lake by several of the interns.

#5 Wetlands Permits:  Fred and Jon. Jon reported that he is still not getting the permit requests in a timely fashion. The two that he found in the box today were too late to asses. He will talk to the Town Clerk’s office to correct this problem. He noted that the two permits were for culverts, and he will set a date to visit the sites.

Jon also discussed the request to the SCC from the Planning Board to update the wetlands map. The last update was done in 1985. He noted that we need to get some names of mapping firms, and also that we will need an approximate cost to request money on a warrant article to get funds. He will try to get some figures for this from some firms, once we know what kind of a system we need ,i.e. GIS compatible, etc. 

Bud  informed us that we need to have a product description for the Budget Committee by November.

#6 Trail Report: Helen reported that she has been working with Mark Longley on maintaining the Bear Camp River Trail. She has placed two group walks of the trail on the calendar for Old Home Week.

Peggy reported that she had a message from an abutter to the Red Hill Pond Trail that said she had walked the trail to the dam twice recently and found fresh fire rings. Our feeling is that fires should not be allowed on this conserved property.

 Helen will walk out to the site and then call Jill Rawson, the owner of the property, to see if she would approve of a sign forbidding open fires.

Shaw reported that the brush from the nearby property that was discarded on the above land was still there. He will talk to the party about plans for removal.

 Continuing Business:

#7 Wetland Mitigation Property, R1-35

a)Planning Board and Board of Selectman action. 

Peggy reported that both the Planning Board and the Board of Selectman approved of the request by CMI to accept ownership by the town of parcel R1-35 . 

b) A Public Hearing was held on June 17th. prior to the regular Board of Selectman meeting that was attended by a few interested parties. A second Public Hearing will be held July 1st. as required and the  BOS will make a final decision on July 8th.

#8 Five Days of Sandwich : Fred reported that he will be leading the group with Dan Reedy to a SLCS property and also Bud will have the children visit his farm as part of the program.

We as a group feel that we should ask Dan to come and report to us after the completion of the program with an oral report, and then perhaps submit a written report. Fred will coordinate this.

Transportation: Prior to the start of this year’s program there was a problem with a means of transporting the children as the usual van supplier was not available. Jocelyn requested that this problem be addressed sooner prior to next year’s program.

Program: We would like Dan to submit an outline for the program of this year’s session.

 #9 Discussion of the Conservation Commission Duties/Activities: Deferred for now in Sam’s absence.

New Business:

#10 Conservation Easement Monitoring:

 a) Recruiting Volunteers.

Discussion ensued about the best ways to recruit people. Peg will advertise on the Sandwich Board.

Fred reminded us of the Monitoring Workshop at Mead Base on September 14th.

#11  Jon said that he will bring two booklets on invasive plants and insects to the next meeting for our information.

Meeting adjourned at 8:20 pm.

Respectfully submitted,

 Helen Gingras 
