Sandwich Conservation Commission

Minutes, January 22nd, 2014 draft  

Commission Members Present: Peggy Merritt, Priscilla Smith, Bruce Burrows, Helen Gingras, Jon Jakubos, Fred Lavigne, Sam Smith, (alternate).

Commission Members Absent: Bud Martin, Shaw Smith, (alternate),Caroline Snyder, (alternate).

#1Call to Order : The meeting was called to order at 7:02 p.m.

#2 Assignment of Alternates: No alternates were assigned.

#3 Approval of Minutes: Bruce made a motion to accept the minutes and Jon seconded. The minutes were approved unanimously with a few minor changes.

Reports:

#4 Wetlands permits/timbering reports:  Fred reported that we have received five logging permits. These are minimum wetlands impact forestry notifications from the D.E.S. They include the following lot #”s.

 R4/L21, R21/L 2A, R21/L2A, R12/L30, and R12/L30A .

Jon reported on the status of the foundation removal permit on R21/L36. The D.E.S. has requested more information on the project. They would like to advise that no rip rap be used, and require native vegetation instead. No permit has been issued yet. Jon says that we do not have to respond at this time.

Peggy suggested that we keep a record of the number of permits reviewed and issued.

#5 Trails Report: Helen reported that she has purchased proper signage for the Elm Hill Rd. property and will hang them soon.

 She also noted that we need to purchase more trail maps for the Bearcamp River Trail as there are currently none available. She has checked with one of the landowners who had some concerns about the map and has received permission to reprint the map as the trail was shown on it’s last printing. She will call Jocelyn to let her know what our plan is (she has been the map coordinator in the past). She will then check with Catherine in the office to see about purchasing more maps.

 Continuing Business:

#6 Prime Wetlands Update: Peggy and Jon. Peggy reported that the GIS map project is currently tabled as we are not GIS compatible. We may be able to connect later with Lakes Region Planning Committee.

#7 Wrap up of 2013 Conservation Easement Monitoring.

Peggy reported that the monitoring process is done, and we have only one small report left to be received.

She has written cover letters for the reports to each of the landowners, and has customized them to reflect aspects of each piece of property.

The monitors will read these letters before they are sent out.

She noted that Steve Walker, our LCIP representative, did four easement monitoring visits. 

We discussed the signage at the entrance to the Bates easement property near the Captain Neal Brook area. We need to clarify that this area is open to the public.

#8 Town Report: Peggy presented a copy of our activities for the past year to be submitted for inclusion in the Annual Town Report. It was a fine presentation of our major accomplishments, and was appreciated by all.

New Business:
#9 Great Ponds in Sandwich: Peggy investigated the State rules regarding mandated public access for private ponds. The rule requires that any pond that is larger than 10 acres has a boat access for the public.

#10 Projects for 2014:

A: CMI land: We need to determine who will hold the easement on this land. Additionally the town needs to formulate a land management plan for this parcel to determine how it can be best used.

B : Peggy was approached by a town member who asked if we could perhaps have a greater percentage of current use refund money be designated for Conservation Commission funds. Currently 25 % comes to the Commission, and 75% is placed in the general fund. We will discuss this it further at the next meeting.

#10 Announcements: 

Watershed Planning Meeting, Jan. 23,SLA Holderness; 6:30 to 9:30 pm

Saving Special Places 2014, April 5, Laconia Middle School, Laconia, NH.

Next Meeting on February 26 th,2014

Meeting Adjourned at 8:02 pm.

Respectfully Submitted,

 Helen Gingras

