                       Sandwich Conservation Commission
              Public  Hearing
February 25th, 2015 minutes, draft
A public hearing was held ( per RSA Chapter 36-A:5 Section II), regarding the disbursement of $15,000 from the Conservation Fund to the Lakes Region Conservation Trust toward the acquisition, conservation, and stewardship of a 44- acre parcel of land (R11-9A) on Great Rock Rd. to be added to the Red Hill River conservation Area.
 Commission Members Present: Peggy Merritt, Bud martin, Bruce Burrows, Fred Lavigne, Jon Jakubos, Helen Gingras.
Commission Members absent: Priscilla Smith, Sam Smith, (alternate), Shaw Smith, (alternate).
General Public Members Present:  Don Berry (LRCT head), Susan Bryant Kimball, Julie Dolan, David Mallard, (LRCT land steward), C.C. White, David White, Ron Lawler, Cathy Stark.
Call  To Order:
The meeting was called to order at 7:00pm.
  Peggy opened the meeting with an explanation of how the SCC acquires it’s funds and how we are able to spend them. She noted that our funding comes from the Land Use Change Tax (LUCT), of which we receive 25%. We currently have $105,900 in our fund. In 2010 a vote at Town Meeting enabled us to spend our funds to help non-profits with land acquisition and related expenses.
  Don Berry was the first to speak. He gave us information on how the land has become available to be conserved through the willingness of the Leach family heirs to sell the property to the LRCT. He noted that the land is a 44 acre parcel on the east side of Great Rock Road, that contains abundant wetlands, a scenic ridge, and abuts currently conserved land. This parcel, if conserved, would enlarge the entire conserved area to 592 acres, which is considered to be highest level wildlife habitat under the N.H. Habitat Organization. 
 The plan is to build a trail on the property that would link it to existing trails in the area.
  David White commented that it is a fine piece of land and would be an excellent use of our funds.
  Susan Bryant Kimball questioned the sequence of the SCC decision to have voted on it first, and then held the public hearing. Peggy agreed that perhaps we should have had the open hearing first, and then a formal vote to contribute to the land purchase.
  Julie Dolan asked about the amount of land that would be taken out of current use, and how much would be lost in tax revenue. David White explained that there would be no loss, as the land would remain in current use. 
  Susan Bryant Kimball commented that she felt that it is not a good use of funds, and she would prefer that we used our funds to purchase land conservation easements. Jon Jakubos explained that we are not currently seeking more easements as we have as many as we can look after at present.
  Ron Lawler agreed that it is not always a good idea to give the land to the town.
  Fred Lavigne noted that LRCT has a history of being good land steward.
  Dave Mallard talked about the new trail, and said that it would not be difficult to build. LRCT would be responsible for maintaining it.
  C.C. White voiced her approval for the project.
  Peggy thanked the attendees for coming and said that we would consider the input receive at the SCC meeting that will follow the hearing.
Meeting adjourned at 7:23pm, 
Respectfully Submitted,
 Helen Gingras
