Sandwich Conservation Commission

Minutes, August 26, 2013 draft

Commission Members Present: Peggy Merritt, Helen Gingras, Fred Lavigne, Jon Jakubos, Sam Smith; alternate, Bruce Burrows, Priscilla Smith.

Commission Members absent: Bud Martin; BOS representative, Shaw Smith; alternate, Jocelyn Gutchess; ex-officio, Caroline Snyder; alternate.

Guests present:  Susan Wiley, a member of the general public was present to observe the meeting. She was interested in hearing the Five Days of Sandwich report. This report was deferred to a later SCC meeting.
#1Call to Order; The meeting was called to order at 7:03 pm.

#2 Assignment of alternates: Sam Smith was assigned as an alternate.

#3 Approval of July minutes: The July minutes were approved with two minor changes.

#4 Wetlands Report:  Jon reported that the DES has approved the permit to replace the culvert on Woodland Rd.

Fred spoke about the culvert replacement project on Diamond Ledge Rd. He questioned if the state had approved the engineers plan for the project. He called the state as a private citizen and abutter to check on the status. Fred will write to the DES to see if a bridge may be a better choice given the size of the river and the problem with flooding. Jon noted that a culvert must be the full width of the stream plus 10%.

Peggy will watch for the permit in John’s absence.

#5: Trails Report:  Helen reported that she and Mark Longley, her trail volunteer, have cleared the parts of the Bearcamp River Trail that are open to the public. They led two hikes for the public during Old Home Week on several sections of the trail. Both were well attended and all hikers were most appreciative of the walks.

Peggy said that she will have the “no Campfire “signs ready for the Red Hill Pond Trail in a few days, and Helen will place them on the trail.

Fred reported that the sign prohibiting horses on the Beede Falls Sandwich State Park trail has been put up.

He also reported that he and two volunteers have completed the railing installation in the Beede Falls pool area.

Continuing Business:
#6 Five Days of Sandwich Report: 
Peggy decided that after speaking with Dan Reidy recently that as he had no new information prepared to give us, that we would wait on a visit from him until he was prepared to deliver his report. We will ask him to have it ready by September 15th.

Some of the information that we would like included would be; a budget for transportation expenses, the number of attendees and their ages, and

 their town of residence, and a plan for a back-up staff if needed unexpectedly.

We also questioned if the program should be increased from three to four weeks.

Susan Wiley asked how many children were able to pay the full fee. She noted that a fund called “The Sandwich Children and Youth Fund” may have money available to help out children that cannot afford to participate.

She also asked if the program could be a joint effort with the Sandwich Agricultural Commission.

#7: Updating Prime Wetlands Maps/ Designation: Jon and Shaw. Jon reported that he had received two e-mails from companies that may be interested in doing the job. He noted that there was quite a difference in their interpretation of the job. He will talk to these companies to get more detailed information.

Jon will also talk to Shaw to see if he can get more companies to give us estimates.

#8: Conservation Easement Monitoring Workshop: 
The workshop will be held at Mead Base Conservation Center on September 14,th from 9am to 12pm. Speakers will be David Mallard, LRCT, and Joan Turley, SLCS.

New Business: 
The Commission received a call from Andrea Marshall to say that she noticed that some Pitcher Plants, which are threatened, had been cut down by Bearcamp Pond.

#10:  Fred reported that the Friends of Mead Base are sponsoring a trail crew to be led by the AMC, for trail work next July. It will be for high school students to help learn trail building skills.

Meeting adjourned at 8:10 pm.

Respectfully Submitted,

Helen Gingras
