Sandwich Conservation Commission

Minutes, March, 27 2013 draft

Commission Members Present: Fred Lavigne , Sam Smith (alternate), Priscilla Smith, Helen Gingras, Caroline Snyder (alternate),Peggy Merritt, Bruce Burrows
, Shaw Smith, (alternate)Bud Martin, BOS  representative.

Commissiom Members Absent: Jon Jakubos, Jocelyn Gutchess, ex-officio.

Guests present: Peter Wobber from Beam Construction and Robert Rowan, town resident.

#1  Call to Order: Peggy called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.

#2 Assignment of alternates : No alternates were assigned.

#3 Approval of March 6th , 2013 minutes  Caroline moved to approve with minor corrections, and Priscilla seconded . The motion carried.

#4  Election of officers: The following members were elected : Peggy Merritt was re-elected Chair by Priscilla,  Bruce Burrows was elected Vice-chair by Fred Lavigne, and Helen Gingras was re-elected Secretary by Bruce . All positions were voted in unanimously. 

#5 Wetlands Permit Report : Peggy reported ,in Jon’s absence, on activity on DES file Number 2013-00582,lot 54B. She informed us that a letter was faxed on March 12th to DES to inform them of our intent to intervene in this project based on the findings of the site walk done by Fred and Bruce. This is an unusual step by the Commission but we feel that it is our responsibility to protect natural resources. We must follow up with more detailed comments by April 8th based on our discussion tonight.

We have received additional information and comments on the project since our last meeting.

This includes : letters from two abutters , both of whom oppose the project,: a letter from Roger Larochelle, SLCS , and Rick Van De Pol ,expressing concern for habitat disturbance.

Also, Peggy had a phone conversation with John Viar of N.H. Fish and game who felt that the project would harm the fish egg harvesting done annually there, but he stated that Fish and Game has no authority to intervene.

A lengthy discussion ensued with Peter Wobber, representing the property owner, making a request for approval of the project.

Peggy informed us that she had talked with the DES about the project and also discussed our role with the executive officer of the NH Association of Conservation Commissions. She was told now that we have intervened we have 40 days to consider this application. We must discuss this tonight and send our comments and recommendation to the DES by April 8th.

A lengthy discussed ensued and we considered the many aspects of this project .

 Included are :

A. Impact of wildlife habitat, including fish: There is an ongoing program through Fish and Game of harvesting salmon fish eggs in this cove .

B. Milfoil : Dredging to accommodate the docks could encourage grow of Milfoil in disturbed areas.

C. Environmental impact on shoreline and surrounding areas: There are several issues here, including lack of adequate parking space, damage to vegetation, and lack of a plan to protect the shoreline.

D. Pressure-treated wood: The DES advises against the use of pressure treated wood that is described in the plans. Mr. Wobber said that he could change that to non-pressure treated wood.

E. Aesthetic impact: It was felt that the over-all project is too large for the area that it has available and would create a major change to this cove.

F. Overall project: If this is a part of an overall larger project for use of this property it would be helpful to know how this dock project fits in with any other plan.

Mr. Rowan commented that he would like to have the Board of Selectman send a letter to DES noting that they have concerns about the project. He also questioned if this plan represented a change of use of the land from residential to commercial.

 Bud Martin, as our B.O.S representative, suggested that the interested parties come to the B.O.S meeting on 4/1, to request their opinion on the project.

The Commission was then polled by the chair and it was unanimous that we at this time reject the project.

We also voted to notify the B.O.S that there is an application in question, and request that they determine if the project is commercial in nature.

Bud also requested a letter with a checklist for the applicant from Peggy.

6. Trails Update: Helen reported that she will be sending out a letter to all landowners on the Bear Camp River Trail to inform them of spring clean-up. She will be walking parts of the trial in the next week to assess the condition of it.

#7 Files:Priscilla and Sam. A recent filing session resulted in a downsizing and cleaning up of our files. We are awaiting a visit with the archivist Craig Evans to help us with storage.

#8 Unfinished Business : Bud was asked about the status of the follow up on easement monitoring reports . He informed us that Fritz Kerr, B.O.S, was working on this. Peggy will check with him about it.
 Comments/discussion on draft of S.C.C.  duties, Sam. This item was postponed until the next meeting.

Announcements: 

We have received a gift of $1000.00 from White Sylvania Trust to our fund.

Next scheduled meeting :April 24th at 7:oo pm.
  Meeting adjourned at 8:45pm

Respectfully Submitted,

 Helen Gingras
