Sandwich Conservation Commission 

Minutes, January 23, 2013 draft

Commission Members Present : Jon Jakubos, Fred Lavigne, Helen Gingras, Peggy Merritt, Bruce Burrows, Bud Martin, Selectman, Priscilla Smith, Sam Smith, alternate. 

Commission Members Absent :  Shaw Smith, alternate, Caroline Snyder, alternate, Jocelyn Gutchess.

#1 Call to order : Peggy called the meeting to order at 5:03 pm.

#2 No alternates were assigned.

#3 The January minutes were approved with a few minor changes.

#4 Wetlands Permits :  Jon reported that the DES is assessing the status of work done on private property in wetlands at a North Sandwich residence that may be in violation. The owners will have 30 days to respond, and may have to file an “after the fact permit “application.

Fred reported that he has received two completed permits for forestry activities, he will place them in our files.

#5 Trails Report : Helen reported that there is no new trail activity at this time.

#6 Foot Traffic Only policy in Sandwich Notch Park. Peggy, Jon, Bud.

Peggy reported that she attended the Board of Selectman meeting (after sending a letter to the board), and was told that it could not be a BOS decision since it is publically owned land. The policy would have to be decided at a public town hearing. Bud said that the hearing should be put forward by the BOS.

#7 Conservation Easement Monitoring. Peggy reported that all but one of our easement parcels have had their monitoring completed. Bruce reported that the remaining one will be completed shortly. 

Fred discussed a few issues that he had found on two Wentworth Hill properties. He will discuss with Jim Hambrook the boundary line in the area of the State Highway Department shed. 

Fred also noted that the road on the Mutter property that was in question about maintenance responsibilities will now be maintained by the town per the BOS.

Other issues of irregularities found while the monitoring of properties will be forwarded to the BOS.

Peggy asked if we could have copies of the reports made to give to the State LCIP program and for town records. Helen and Priscilla will do this next week.

Peggy reported that she has the boundary markers and would like us to notify the landowners via a letter prior to our placing them on the property.

A discussion about training volunteers for our monitoring project ensued. Peggy thought that Don Berry from LRCT may be interested in helping with training, as would perhaps Steve Walker from the LCIP program.

A suggestion was made to have available in our files, a field report to take along with us as we do our monitoring. Helen will look into this.

#8 Conservation Commission Budget: Peggy discussed our budget with the BOS. It will go on the town warrant as proposed with an increase for our training program.

#9 Update of Prime Wetlands Designation: Jon reported that the BOS would like to wait another year before acting on this to determine the cost of the project.

Jon reported that he attended a training session for grant money, but that the focus of the program was more on HDC and zoning plans.

Peggy will try to get Quimby fund money next year.

Jon will look for other grant money and will also try to get an estimate of the cost.

#10 Five Days of Sandwich: Peggy requested that we ask Dan Reidy for a report on what he plans to do for the upcoming summer program, and also another report at the end of the sessions as to how they went. Fred, as the liaison with Dan, will request these reports.

We will place a copy of these reports in our files.

#11 Annual report for town report: Peggy passed out a copy of the SCC report for the town annual report that she has submitted . It includes some pictures of our Beede Falls project .

Peggy noted that there are three members whose terms expire in March, they are Peggy, Fred and Caroline.

Bud will check to see how many members we should have on our board.

Next scheduled meeting is on February 27, at 5 pm.

Meeting adjourned at 6:25 pm.

 Respectfully submitted, 

 Helen Gingras

