Sandwich Conservation Commission 

Minutes, December 18th 2013 draft

Commission Members Present: Peggy Merritt, Priscilla Smith, Bruce Borrows, Jon Jakubos, Helen Gingras, Fred Lavigne, Sam Smith (alternate), Shaw Smith(alternate).

Commission Members Absent: Caroline Snyder, Bud Martin.


#1 Call to Order: The meeting was called to order at 7:40 p.m.

#2 Assignment of Alternates:  No alternates were assigned.

#3 Approval of October Minutes: Bruce made a motion to approve the October minutes and Jon seconded. The minutes were approved with a few minor corrections. 

Reports

#4 Wetlands permits / timbering report (Fred and Jon).

The restoration work on Rte. 113 at R3 Lot 61 has been completed and approved by the D.E.S.


Fred approved a permit for a culvert installation on Rte. 113 A R 3, lot 33d.

A permit was approved for the removal of two boat house foundations by the Lakes Region Conservation Trust on Squam Lake, R21 lot 36.

#5 Trail Report :  Peggy reported that she had a conversation with the Ripkey family, the owners of the property that the Bearcamp River Trail traverses where Charlie’s Bridge is located. The land where the BCRT enters from the road currently has a “no trespassing” sign. This land has a town held easement to allow foot passage. The owners have agreed to let us change the signs to “no hunting “signs. Helen will purchase the signs and change them over.


Continuing Business:

#6 Pitcher Plant-Bearcamp Pond: Bruce has met with Jon Peaslee, the town road agent, and he has agreed to relocate a small section of the Bearcamp River Trail at Bearcamp Pond to avoid damage to the Pitcher plant that is located there. Helen will reblaze the new location when the work is complete in the spring.

#7 Discussion of 2013 Conservation Easement Monitoring:

Peggy went through the list of monitored properties and noted the completion status of each one. There were a few minor issues which will be addressed. Overall the process is nearly complete and has gone very well.

There was a discussion regarding the rules about public right of way to town ponds. Peggy will check on the State RSA rules which mandate right of ways to ponds over a certain acreage. This item will be placed on the Jan. agenda.

Wentworth Hill Property Donation Status:

 Peggy reported that the offer to the town of a land donation has been withdrawn by the Emerson trust. There may be a future update on this.

 New Business: 

#9 Town Report : Peggy outlined what she has on her list of items to be included in the town report from the SCC. Some members had a few suggestions which Peggy will incorporate into the report.

#9 Other:

 Peggy asked Priscilla and Sam if they will continue to work on organizing the files .They have agreed to work on them along with Helen’s help.

The SCC members attended the budget committee’s meeting which was held prior to our regular meeting this evening. Peggy presented a request for a warrant article to appropriate the sum of $15,000 to fund the update of The Prime Wetlands Designation and Documentation including mapping of each of the identified wetlands. The Board of Selectman will take this request under consideration.

Meeting adjourned at 8:20 pm.

Respectfully Submitted,

 Helen Gingras

Next meeting January 22nd, at 7:00pm.













