Sandwich Conservation Commission

Minutes, October 23rd, 2013 draft

Commission Members Present:  Bruce Burrows, Helen Gingras, Peggy Merritt, Fred Lavigne, Shaw Smith, Bud Martin.

Commission Members Absent: Priscilla Smith, Sam Smith, Jon Jakubos, and Caroline Snyder.

#1 all to Order: The meeting was called to order at 7:00 pm.
#2Assignment of Alternates:  One alternate was assigned.

# 3 Approval of September Minutes: The September minutes were approved with one minor correction.

#4 Wetlands Permits: Fred reported that he has a forestry notification for lot R22/15. Jon had expressed some concerns about wetlands impact.

#5 Trails Report: Helen reported that “No Trespassing “signs had been posted on a property that has a portion of the Bearcamp River Trail on it. This section has an easement deeded to the town to allow foot traffic on the trail. Helen will talk with the landowner to clarify the matter.

#6 Pitcher Plant Bearcamp Pond: Fred and Jon will take a walk with our Town Road Agent to identify the Pitcher plants at Bearcamp Pond. This will help to prevent disruption of the plants when the road crew is doing brush clearing in this area.

#7 2013 Conservation Easement Monitoring report Progress: Sam reported to Peggy that all the Town Conservation Easement field files our now in folders .Peggy noted that Steve Walker has sent the monitoring reports on the Mutter and Coolidge properties.

Fred reported that he is working on his assigned properties and has found a few issues. Amongst them is a question of access for boats to Red Hill Pond.

#8 2014 Budget:  We reviewed the proposed budget and made a few minor changes. We increased the line item for office supplies from $100.00 to $200.00. Peggy also has received a letter from the Green Mountain Conservation Group requesting that we again contribute $900.00 to cover some of the cost of monitoring the water supply to the Sandwich area. This contribution will be reimbursed to us by the Coolidge fund.

Bruce made a motion to accept the budget with the changes, and Fred seconded it. The motion passed unopposed.

#9 Other: Peggy reported that at a meeting of the Board of Selectman on 10/21/13 that Jill Rawson, representing the Emerson Trust, proposed to the Selectmen that they accept a gift of land, to be under conservation easement, of a large parcel of land on Wentworth Hill. This land currently has an LCIP conservation easement on it. The BOS will take this under consideration and per RSA rules there will be two public hearings before the final decision is made.

#10 Announcements:  

The annual meeting of the N.H. Association of Conservation Commissions will be held on Nov. 2nd.

Fred made a motion to adjourn the meeting and Bruce seconded. 

Meeting adjourned at 8:22pm.

Respectfully Submitted,

 Helen Gingras

The next meeting will be held on Nov.27nd, 2013, at 7:00 pm

