                                     SANDWICH CONSERVATION COMMISSION

                                          NOTES FROM MAY 27th.2015 MEETING

As a quorum was not reached for our May 27th, 2015 meeting, an official meeting was not held.

Below are notes that were taken from our discussion of items on the agenda that did not require a Commission vote.

Commission Members Present: Helen Gingras, Sam Smith, (alternate), Peggy Merritt, Jon Jakubos.
General Public Guests present: Valerie Veld, Rich Veld, Ken Carlucci, Donna Carlucci, Steve Ripkey,

Jane Quimby, Carl McNall, Milan McNall.

# 1: Peggy spoke about the Five Days of Sandwich Program. A recommendation was made to have Dan Ready include some of the lesser used trails in the area in the program. These could include the Beebe River Trail and the Red Hill River Conservation area trail. Jon also suggested that the Beede Falls restoration project would be a good educational opportunity for the campers.
#2: A discussion about the recent posting of “no trespassing” signs on a portion of the Bearcamp River Trail drew comments from several of the public guests. Peggy noted that the area in question needs to be assessed to determine where the property boundary lines lie. One of the abutters to this area will be looking into this soon and we hopefully will have to determination of who owns the land. Peggy answered questions from the audience about how we will proceed with this. In the meantime we will place a sign at the beginning of the trail to note that it is closed part way in.
#3: Wetlands Report: Jon reported that no new permit applications have been received. Also, there has been no activity on previous “after the fact” permits.
#4 Meadow Brook Conservation Area: 

Peggy visited the site of the Wetlands Assessment  project and noted that flagging around the wetlands had been placed. She felt that we need to check the report from the contractor before we sign off on the project. We will need to place more permanent signs around the wetlands .These need to be designed and ordered from Megaprint. Shaw reported to Peggy that the draft of the report will be ready soon.
Peggy discussed what we need to do with the assessment once it is completed. We will need to formulate a management plan. She has received a request from a teacher at Plymouth State University who would like to assist us with such a plan. This would involve using students from the University. They would like to come to our meeting on June24th. to present their proposal. They would like to do a walk of the property prior to the meeting.

We also felt that we need to get on the Selectman’s agenda to talk with them about who will manage the property.

Invasive plant Seminar:  Peg is working on publicity. Helen has finished the sign. We will try to get Jon Peaslee to install it, and also ask him if he can get the site for our seminar ready for the public - perhaps by clearing a spot for parking etc.

 Respectfully Submitted,

 Helen Gingras

