SANDWICH CONSERVATION COMMISSION  MINUTES    DRAFT
                     WORK SESSION  JULY 9TH, 2015

COMMISION MEMBERS PRESENT: Peggy Merritt, Priscilla Smith, Helen Gingras, Bruce Burrows, Bud martin, Fred Lavigne, Shaw Smith, (alternate), Sam Smith, (alternate).

COMMISSION MEMBERS ABSENT: Jon Jakubos 

CALL TO ORDER: The meeting was called to order at 4:05pm.

ASSIGNMENT OF ALTERNATES: No alternates were assigned.

#1 Wetlands permit for boardwalk in Alice Bemis Thompson Wildlife Sanctuary:
Rick Van de Pol spoke on behalf of the New Hampshire Audubon Society.

He informed us that in May, that an after-the fact permit had been signed by the DES to approve the work that had been done on the property last year .A bird viewing boardwalk had been placed reaching into the wetlands by the N.H. Audubon Society.

Mr. Van de Pol is now here to discuss an extension of this boardwalk. He noted that the existing boardwalk is at a height of two feet, which is a foot lower than the planned extension. The extension, at a level of three feet, would allow for it to remain above the high water level. He said that an expedited standard permit for wetlands had been signed, and would be submitted in the next few days.
This boardwalk would extend to a bridge that is currently in place, but surrounded by water, over Atwood Brook. This bridge would be removed as part of the project as it is deemed unsafe. There will be a ten foot square turn around area at the end of the walkway.

Because there will be some loss of wetlands associated with this project, an abutter to the land has agreed to donate ten acres of land for mitigation of the wetland loss.

Peggy noted that we should comment to the DES that the current stretch of boardwalk is too low.

#2 Discussion of the draft report on wetlands delineation and assessment of the Meadow Brook Property with Dan Coons.

Peggy asked Rick Van de Pol to comment on the draft report. He suggested that the management plan should be listed as an appendix, rather than in the body of the report.

He also noted that the wetlands evaluation should include the wetlands that extend into the bordering property. He said this could easily be done from the existing data without going back to the site.

Peggy said she has the revised report annotated with input from the SCC members and comments from Rick on Dan Coons evaluation methods.

A discussion then ensued with Dan Coon regarding the overall content of the report. Peggy remarked that she wanted clarity in the report, including how many acres are currently suitable for agriculture.
We talked about the placement of the wetlands boundary markers. Fred asked about what to place them on, e.g. should we use cedar posts? Dan felt that would be adequate.

Mr. Coons agreed to amend the report to place several items as an appendix, rather than in the main report. He will also include the farmland acreage.

 Additionally, he will complete a map of the area.

 We agreed to send him a check for $1500.00 and he will receive the balance of his fee after completion of his work.

We requested that Mr. Coons have his final reported completed and sent to us by August 1st, 2015.

We then had a discussion about the need to place our permanent markers as soon as possible.

 Fred and Shaw will be working on this.

 Meeting was adjourned at 5:28 p.m.

Next meeting will be held on July 22nd, 2015

 Respectfully submitted,

 Helen Gingras

