SANDWICH CONSERVATION COMMISSION
          October 22nd, 2014 minutes draft

                      Commission Members Present: Peggy Merritt, Sam Smith, Priscilla Smith, Fred Lavigne, Helen Gingras, 

                      Shaw Smith, and Bud Martin.

Commission Members Absent:  Bruce Burrows, Jon Jakubos.

Guest Present:  Monty Carlson

#1 Call to Order: The meeting was called to order at 7:02 p.m.

#2 Assignment of alternates: Sam Smith was assigned as a voting member.

     #3 Approval of September Minutes: Helen made a motion to accept the September minutes, and Fred seconded it. The minutes were approved with a few minor changes.

     #4 Wetlands Permits and Timbering reports: Fred and Jon. Fred reported that there were no new wetlands or timbering applications.

     Peggy reported that she found several notices in the mailbox that she had questions about. There were several applications that were incomplete.

      Also there was a” Notice of Disqualified Trails Notification “from the DES to the N.H. Audubon Society, that informed them that their recent project work on the Alice Bemis Thompson Property in North Sandwich did not meet the rules and law for the trails notification process because it is a prime wetlands area. Helen will contact the Audubon Society and find out what the current status is on this Trails Notification Form.
     Another item was a permit that was issued on a shoreline impact project on map R20, Lot 28D. that we were unaware of. Fred will look into this permit application.

 #5 Trails Report: Helen reported that there evidently has been some OHRV activity on the section of the BCRT leaving from Mt. Israel Rd.  She spoke with Ned Harding, the land steward for the White Sylvania Trust, who is the owner of the land. He discussed the matter with Chief Wyman who said that we would need to post the land. Helen will speak with N.H. Fish and Game to find out what we need to do to prohibit motorized vehicles on the land.
She also noted that at the dam site on the Red Hill Pond Trail there are several boats that have been there for quite awhile. Some appear to be abandoned. She will try to communicate with the new landowner to see what his feeling is about the boats being there.
#6 Meadowbrook Conservation Area (R-1lot 35):

Monty Carlson, a Sandwich resident , came to our meeting to discuss some recent changes in the water level at the Meadowbrook Conservation Area. She reported that the water level in the prime wetlands area on the property had dropped down to practically nothing, and the site was now mostly mud. The N.H. Fish and Game warden came to inspect the area and determined that PVC pipes had been placed near the bottom of the dam that is located across the highway and above the MCA. Peggy had spoken with the DES after she learned of the problem, their position was that they could not examine the dam without the private landowner’s permission.
Monty noted that with the water levels this low that there will be quite a negative impact on the wildlife that depends on the water levels to prepare their  winter habitat.

We asked Bud Martin to give us his opinion on this matter. He felt that we need to get all the facts, and also talk with the landowner. We also need to make a note that a citizen has raised this issue. We can then ask the Board of Selectmen to assess the situation.

 Thus we will do the following:

a. Peggy will contact the landowner to inform them of our concern

b. Shaw will contact Tom Canfield at Fish and Game to let him know how we will pursue this.
 c. Bud offered our thanks to Monty for bringing this matter to our attention.

d. Peggy will discuss this further with Jeffrey  Blecharczk, the wetlands person at the DES.

e. Peggy will contact Mr. Kimball, who reportedly placed the pipes in the dam.

f. Fred will do some research on the “best practices” for dam pipe installation.

g. We will plan to meet to discuss this matter sooner than our regularly scheduled meeting as time is of the essence.

MCA Prime Wetlands Assessment:

Shaw reported on his findings regarding the cost of a prime wetlands assessment. He has contacted three different companies. The price range varies  from $2500.00 to $5000.00 within all three companies depending on how much testing we wanted. He felt around $4000.00 would be a good estimate of cost.
Jeffrey Blecharczk , the DES wetlands contact person has asked for a list of what we will be testing in the water. These results will give us a good baseline on what the condition of the water is.

Peggy noted that we may be able to use some funds from the Coolidge Conservation fund , and the remainder from the SCC funds as this is land stewardship.

Sam made a motion to use Sandwich Conservation Commission funds to pay for a prime wetlands delineation study on the Meadowbrook Conservation land, at a cost of approximately $4000.00.
Helen seconded it, and the motion passed unopposed.

Shaw made a motion to add $1000.00 to the SCC budget for water testing on the Meadowbrook Conservation land if the funds are unavailable from the Coolidge fund.

Fred seconded it, and the motion passed unopposed.

#8: Update on Monitoring: Postponed until the November meeting.

 #9: 2015 budget:  The board discussed the budget for next year and looked at the line items.

Helen suggested that we use some of the money in our discretionary fund to purchase a sign to identify the Meadow Brook Conservation Area. She will look into the design and cost of a sign.

Sam made a motion to submit our budget to the town at $11,594.53. Helen seconded it and the motion passed unopposed. 
Other Business: Peggy presented a letter that she will send to the Board of Selectmen asking them to please notify the SCC of any changes of land ownership ,and include the names of the new owners, if the property includes any land that has a conservation easement on it. This will help when we are setting out to do our easement monitoring.

Meeting adjourned at 9:00pm.

Respectfully Submitted,

 Helen Gingras

next meeting on November 12th, at 7:00pm
