Sandwich Conservation Commission Minutes
May 25th, 2016   draft
Commission Members Present:  Peggy Merritt, Jon Jakubos, Fred Lavigne, Helen Gingras, Tracy Ripkey (alternate), Jean Knox (alternate), Bruce Burrows
Commission Members Absent:  Rick Van de Poll (alternate), Bud Martin, Priscilla Smith, Sam Smith (alternate), Shaw Smith (alternate).
#1.  Call to Order:  Peggy called the meeting to order at 7:00 PM.
#2.  Assignment of Alternates:  Tracy Ripkey was assigned as a voting member for tonight’s meeting.
#3.  Approval of Minutes:  Jon moved to accept the minutes of April 27th, 2016.  Helen 2nd.  There was discussion of a few minor corrections; Minutes will be edited to reflect those changes and submitted as final.
#4.  Reports- Wetland Permits/Timbering:  No new requests.  Jon will be out of state June 3-13 and June 27-Jul 12.  Rick Vander Poole will be standing in during his absence.
#5.  Trail Report:  Helen and Gerry Gingras, Jean Knox, Steve and Tracy Ripkey meet to discuss trail work needed along Bear Camp River trail.  Three work dates have been completed with further work pending.  In addition, a letter to homeowners along the Bear Camp River Trail was sent, notifying them of trail maintenance & cleanup that will be worked on during the upcoming season.  A letter was also sent to the landowner who has closed a portion of the trail to discuss the possibility of re-opening the trail for foot traffic of hikers; the response indicated that this portion of the trail would remain closed. 
Helen met with Tyler Keniston (Off the Beaten Path), for bridge replacement estimate.  

Continuing Business:
#6.  NH Audubon:  Nothing new to report. 
#7.  Five-Days of Sandwich-2016:  Adam Weeks and Jennifer Brady have been hired for the position of Director and Assistant Director of the 2016 Five Days of Sandwich.  Highlights of the upcoming camp may include the following topics: Invasive plants and native plants, forest management & logging, trail work and the gems of Sandwich (i.e. the Pot holes, Sandwich Notch, etc.) a summit day for a local hike, swimming, and a barbeque at the end of the week.  A schedule of events will be provided to the SCC for the opportunity of members to attend and oversee.  

To help ensure a robust turnout and successful program, recommend advertising the Five Days of Sandwich in places such as the Meredith News, our Town of Sandwich website and calendar, and the Sandwich Board & Tamworth Exchange.  
 
#8.  Status of Meadowbrook- Ad hoc Committee, The SCC representative, Fred Lavigne, reported that this committee has yet to meet although the chair is trying to schedule a meeting. 
#9.  Possible Invasive Plant workshop / activity for summer 2016- placed on hold.
New Business: 

#10.  Monitoring for Emerald Ash Borer:  Wendy Scribner from the UNH Extension Service has requested that the CC help in monitoring for the presence of the Emerald Ash Borer.  Jon made a motion to proceed with monitoring, Tracy seconded, and the motion passed with suggested locations: Bean Road and Meade Base.  Fred will be the point person, and Bruce will serve as alternate.  Jean will serve as photographer.   

#11. Friends of Meade:  A discussion on requesting funds from the Coolidge Fund for a map on a kiosk at Meade Base led to the conclusion that such funding was not appropriate and led to suggestions for alternative funding. 
Tracy made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 8:20 PM and Jean seconded.  The motion passed.
Respectfully submitted,
Tracy Ripkey
Next meeting:  June 22nd, 2016 at 7:00 PM      
