Minutes of Sandwich Conservation Commission
Town of Sandwich, New Hampshire
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DRAFT Minutes

November 18, 2009
Present: Doug Bracket (presiding), Bob Coulter, Helen Gingras, Caroline Snyder.

Absent: Rick Van de Poll, Bruce Burrows, John Duscai, Jocelyn Gutchess, Shawn Pap.

Guests:  Fred Lavigne, Holly Cook

Doug called the meeting to order at 7:06.  

Minutes of the October 28th meeting were approved.

Old Business:

Attorneys for the Cooks and for the town met to discuss the ambiguity in the easement language whether or not farm animals would be permitted in the protected land. Clarification of the easement language will be forthcoming. 

SB 381 warrant article issue was tabled; waiting for input from the Board of Selectmen.

 Report from the Sandwich Master Plan Sub-Committee update was also tabled.

New Business

Beede Falls erosion repairs: Fred Lavigne thanked the Commission for taking an interest in this issue.  Caroline introduced a motion to recommend that the Conservation Commission use some of its discretionary funds to contribute toward the costs of the repair.  The motion was seconded, discussed, and passed.

Doug gave an up date on stewardship monitoring.  

Commission members expressed a preference for having the December meeting scheduled for December 16th
The meeting was adjourned at 8:05.

Respectfully submitted

Caroline Snyder, pro tem. 

October 28, 2009

Member attending:

Doug Brackett,  Bruce Burrows, Bob Coulter, John Ducsai, Helen Gingras, Jocelyn Gutchess, Rick Van de Poll, Leo Dwyer (Selectman)

Members absent:

Caroline Snyder, Shawn Papp

Guests:

Ned Beecher, Dale Mayer, Holly           , Jamie Besecker

Meeting called to order @ 7:05 pm

John Ducsai agreed to stand in as Secretary pro tem

1. Minutes of September 23, 2009 were reviewed and approved

2. Old Business (order rearranged to accommodate visitors)

a. Guest Ned Beecher from the Tamworth Conservation Commission presented a slide show and discussion on the “Whites to the Ossipees” project. He noted that the Sandwich Conservation Commission has already lent its support to the project and therefore appears as a cooperating partner on the brochure. The SCC noted that there are some properties up for sale in this “corridor” and the commission will look into ways to put these properties into conservation. Ned also mentioned that the TCC is looking into taking over the Bearcamp River Trail Tamworth – currently the Community School has the stewardship.

b. Guest Dale Mayer inquired about trimming/topping trees along her shorefront property on Bean Rd to maintain the lake view. It was suggested that moderate trimming should not be a problem as long as the integrity of the root system holding the bank is not disturbed. It was also noted that the definition of a “Tree” by Federal standards is 6” dbh and >20' in height. [ Ed. Note: research on the CSPA RSA 483-B resulted in the following: 

i. “(C) No natural ground cover shall be removed except as necessary for a foot path to water as provided under RSA 483-B:9, V(a)(2)(D)(viii), cutting those portions that have grown over 3 feet in height for the purpose of providing a view, or as specifically approved by the department, pursuant to RSA 482-A or 483-B:11, II.”

ii. “(vi) Normal trimming, pruning, and thinning of branches to the extent necessary to protect structures, maintain clearances, and provide views is permitted. Trimming, pruning, and thinning of branches for the purpose of providing views shall be limited to the bottom 1/2 of the trees or saplings.”

c. No  news on Berkowitz permit from DES

d. Cook Easement: State of NH claims no jurisdiction over “newer” easement – therefore up to the Town to determine validity & enforcement. Rick suggested that legal counsel review the easements. Leo said that at the last Board of Selectmen’s meeting that they (BOS) felt it would be appropriate to turn the determination of validity and enforcement over to them. Discussion followed. Rick Van de Poll moved to turn the case over to the BOS, Doug Brackett seconded motion, commission voted unanimously in favor.

e. SB 381: Leo Dwyer stated that the BOS was in agreement to place an article on the town warrant – although they did not agree with using funds to work outside of the town boundaries.  This led to further discussion and both Jocelyn G. and Bruce B. felt the town should utilize its funding within the town boundaries, although Bruce stated that there may be a situation where an abutting property could be worth investing in. SCC could support outside projects in other ways, and also other orgs. could be called upon for funding. Unofficially it was agreed that if the BOS does not support placing the second article about outside-of-town funding on the warrant, then Commissioners may do so as individuals only (i.e. by getting the minimum required petition signatures) and not as representatives of the Conservation Commission.

f. Master Plan: SCC working to create and update maps which include:

i. Topography & surface water bodies (Completed, some name changes pending)

ii. Agricultural areas & prime agricultural soils plus soils of statewide/local importance (Nate Winship)

iii. Significant Ecological Areas (Rick)

iv. Water Resources & Prime Wetlands*

This led to discussion about the current Prime Wetlands map and whether the town is at risk by not completing a map update – the cost of which could range from $8k - $28k, depending on scope.  Sources for grants for such work were also discussed.

3. New Business

a. No new wetlands permits

b. Correspondence: Announcement that ARM funds are available for wetland restoration, enhancement, or preservation projects within the Winnipesaukee watershed. Some discussion followed about possible sites in Sandwich that would be suitable. One Emerson property was noted as being of particular conservation concern (along Rte. 25) although it lies outside of the Winnipesaukee watershed. Deadline is 12-31-2009.

c. Reminder of Stewardship monitoring – Rick to place blank forms in SCC box

d. BOS informed the SCC that Fred Lavigne reports there has been some erosion @ Beede Falls that needs some attention.  The SCC will investigate ways to remedy. Rick, Doug and Helen to inspect.

e. Other: John Ducsai stated that due to work schedule and other commitments, he is finding it difficult to make SCC meetings and will leave the commission in Mar 2009. Commissioners are advised to think about replacements.

f. Announcements:

i. Next meeting will be 11-18-2009 (due to Thanksgiving holiday) - Doug to facilitate

ii. Road Salt BMP’s, Runnells Hall 6 – 8 pm Nov 5th
iii. NHACC Annual mtg. Nov 7th Concord

8:59 pm Rick Van de Poll moved to adjourn meeting, Doug Brackett seconded, all voted in favor.

September 23, 2009
Members Attending: Rick Van de Poll, Jocelyn Gutchess, Bob Coulter, Doug Brackett, Russ Johnson (Selectman), Helen Gingras (Alternate)

Members Absent: Bruce Burrows, Caroline Snyder, Shawn Papp (Alternate).

 

Meeting was called to order at 7:05 pm

 

1. Minutes of August 26 were approved.

 

2. Alternate Helen Gingras was approved and agreed to take minutes for Shawn Papp.

 

3. Old Business

a) Wetlands:

Berkowitz site walk follow-up: It was noted that current design of road would affect rare plants that are growing there. After sending an e-mail and certified letter, Rick received a response from the owner who said that he has spoken with surveyor, Jim Hambrook, and wetland scientist, Greg Howard, who are willing to sit down with Rick to discuss the situation.  An alteration of the current roadway lay-out could also save a stone wall that is there. The NHDES Wetlands Bureau was supposed to provide a response to the wetland permit application on 9/25. We will await word from the state before proceeding.

   

     b.)  Billings lot R9-34: No further action reported by Mr. Johnson.

c.)  Cook Easement:

We discussed the legality of a conservation easement deed that was drawn up in 2002 by the Cook's with the new owners (West) and signed by them, the Board of Selectmen, and the then current chair of the Conservation Commission. It was filed at the CCRD on January 9th, 2002.  This deed further restricts the use of the land beyond was allowed in the original 1991 conservation easement that the Cooks signed with the Town of Sandwich. At issue is grazing of livestock and the pending construction of a livestock shed in the “field” area. We also discussed whether the presence of cows in the Bearcamp River might pose a water pollution problem.  Jamie Besecker, resident of Dale Rd., was present as an interested party.  He inquired about the presence of an electric fence that straddles the river and wanted to know if it was legal. Rick stated that he believed it was legal but that the fence crossed over onto Town property. Rick will work with the Land Conservation Investment Program representative, Steve Walker, State Office of Energy and Planning, who will forward the issue to the Department of Justice to determine the legality of the deed.  Russ Johnson informed us that he had been to the Cook's home and had had a lengthy conversation with them regarding the status of the property and the deed.  Rick has requested a written statement from the Selectmen as to their desired resolution of the issue; Doug expressed that he thought we should have a unified position from all town boards.  Rick will also seek information on Best Management Practices (BMP’s) from Wendy Scribner, UNH Cooperative Extension, regarding the possible impact of cows in the Bearcamp River.

d.) Senate Bill 381:  A request was made to the Board of Selectman on Sept. 21st to place an article on the town warrant to approve SB 381 that would allow the town to contribute funds to acquire conservation lands without incurring legal responsibility.  If they do not approve this request, we will petition for this article to be placed on the 2010 warrant.  Russ Johnson inquired as to whether the Commission members had voted to approve this request.  Jocelyn Gutchess moved to approve the request of the Selectmen, and Helen Gingras seconded. All voted in favor of making the request of the Selectmen, although it was noted that such a motion had already passed during the July 2009 Conservation Commission meeting. It was also noted that Jocelyn voiced her opposition to spending Conservation Fund monies for properties outside of the town. We will receive a reply after the BOS meeting next Monday.

    e.) Tamworth Conservation:  Ned Beecher not present; we will table for now.

f.) Sandwich Master Plan (SMP) Natural Resources Subcommitee report:  A productive meeting was held earlier in the evening with Jack Mattee, SMP Consultant.  Several maps were examined, including soil and agricultural lands, and a base map with aquifers.  Russ requested a current use map.  Rick recommended that Jack consult Jim Hambrook for getting a pdf version of the tax maps so that they can be overlaid onto other digital maps. A proposal for a map that would include areas of ecological interest was made. This would include exemplary natural communities, rare plants, eagle, loon nests etc.  Doug Brackett and Helen Gingras will work on this with the consultant.

g.) Bear Camp River Trail maps. Our thanks to Jocelyn for her efforts to get maps printed and distributed around the area.

4.   New Business:

a.) Wetland Permits: None.

     b.)  Barbara Richards has sent a letter thanking us for our response to her request for 

     taking action on the purple loosestrife on Squam Lake Road.

c.) Stewardship Monitoring:  Property assignments were discussed Bob Coulter and Jocelyn Gutchess reported that their areas have no concerns. Rick will put blank forms in the SCC box at the Town Hall.
     d.) Next SCC meeting: Oct. 28, 2009

Meeting adjourned at 9:15 pm

August 26, 2009
Members attending:

 Rick Van De Poll, Jocelyn Gutchess, Doug Brackett, Leo Dwyer (selectman), Helen Gingras, (alternate).   

Members absent: Members absent:  Bruce Burrows, John Ducsai, Bob Coulter, Caroline Snyder, Shawn Papp (alternate).  

 Meeting was called to order at 7:07 pm.

1. Minutes of July 22nd were approved.  

2. Alternate Helen Gingras was approved as a full voting member, and agreed to take minutes in place of Shawn Papp.     

3.  Old Business

a) Wetlands

      Berkowitz site walk results:  Rick and Doug walked the site on 8/9.  A final written report will be presented next month.  Rick is awaiting a response to his last communication with the owners...he will send a certified letter shortly to determine the status of the request to relocate the road.  A request for an extension would be for 40 days from 8/4.  It was noted that the area of wetlands was more than noted on original plan, but still well below 3,000 s.f.  Owners will need to have changes made on maps.

b) Cook Easement:

      There have been two calls to the Commission from a town resident noting that the area is being used for ATV’S and skeet shooting.  On examination of the two documents that we currently have for the property, it was noted that they make no mention of these activities as allowable uses. However, it was also noted that these documents (dated 1991) pre-date the 2002 agreement with the West party that abuts the property.  Rick will check with the Selectmen’s Office to see if they have a copy of the current easement and will send a notice to the Cooks if these uses are in contradiction to the intended purposes and uses of the land. {Ed. Note: the 2002 easement was subsequently found at the end of the meeting and it was noted that it does not allow any other uses except crops and annual mowing.}

c) Senate Bill 381 - continuing discussion about the efforts of the GMCG to protect the Whiteface Intervale agricultural land, of which a large part is located in Sandwich.  At this time they cannot accept Sandwich Town funds because of the requirement for the Town to take a legal interest in the property. This point will be made to the Board of Selectmen in the upcoming Commission’s presentation on September 21.

d) Sandwich Master Plan Update:

Surveys have been mailed out to the town residents asking for input on several topics that relate to town management.  There will be a third Master Plan open forum that will focus on economic and development and natural resources.  The CC Natural Resources subcommittee will meet with Jack Mettee , Master Plan Consultant, for further discussion. [Ed. Note: this will take place at 5 pm on September 23 – all CC members are invited to attend.]

e). Bearcamp River Trail Update:

Jocelyn has received the new brochures for the trail and has dispersed them to several areas around town. There will be a $2.00 fee for each one, with $1.00 coming back to the Commission to offset future reprint costs.  Helen reported that she has scheduled a clean-up of the trail from Mt. Israel Rd. to Upper Rd. with the OTTH.

     4. New Business:

     a) Wetland Concerns

      i. David Engles, Diamond Ledge Rd. – Minimum Impact Forestry

b) Correspondence 

i. Green Mountain Conservation Group:  Peter Pohl has reported on the groups’ efforts and requested $400.00  for continued work.  We will address the request at our budget review in Nov.

ii. Tamworth Conservation Commission:  They have requested permission to place our name on their brochure for the White Mountains-Ossipee Connectivity Initiative.  Helen moved to grant permission, and Doug seconded.  Rick noted that 2/5ths of this corridor is in Sandwich.

iii. Newfound Lakes Region Association: Announcement about a newly founded organization headed by Martha Twombly to act as the land conservation arm of the Newfound Lakes Association

iv.  Rick read a letter from Barbara Richards noting that an invasive plant (purple loose strife) was prevalent on Squam Lake Road.  Rick will respond and explain that at this time we cannot actively pursue this problem.

     5. Announcements:

    Next meeting September 23rd .

    Meeting adjourned 9:00 pm.
July 22,2009
Members attending:

 Rick Van De Poll, Doug Brackett, Russell Johnson (Selectman), Jocelyn Gutchess, Caroline Snyder, Helen Gingras (alternate).

Members absent: Bruce Burrows, John Ducsai, Bob Coulter, Shawn Papp (alternate).

 Meeting was called to order at 7:04 pm.

3. Minutes of June 24 were approved.

4. Alternate Helen Gingras was approved as a full voting member, and agreed to take minutes in place of Shawn Papp

  3. Visitor to meeting: Carrie Fair, attended meeting to discuss her continued need to  

receive money from the NH Lakes Association for her time spent monitoring boats at the town public boat launch for milfoil, etc. Carrie feels that because there are very few new boaters that come to the launch she is spending very little time inspecting boats. In light of this she feels that in her additional role as car sticker monitor, she would be able to handle the boat checking without the need for the extra funding. Consensus was that perhaps next year we would not need to accept this grant. [Note: Cathy to check with NH Lakes about returning the money this year.]

4. Old Business

a) Sandwich Fairgrounds Restoration Plan:

      Approval was received from the DES on July 6th. This included the supplemental information plan, which was not received by the Commission. Van de Poll contacted Greg Howard by phone for pertinent details.  The main concern for restoration is the tree planting spec.s and the culvert at the tractor pull area. Bruce Burrows will be questioned about this and also about the project time line. 

b) Cook Easement:

      There is a request to issue a permit for a livestock shed. Prior to doing this we need to review a copy of the signed easement from 2002, which should come from the Register of Deeds if not locatable in the Town Offices. We also need to review the field "B" restrictions relative to the impending placement of livestock and a livestock shed in this field.

c) Coolidge Fund: $600.00 requested from the Historical Society to fund a junior archaeological dig in Sandwich Notch at the site of the old Smith Farm. This would pay for the partial services of a professional archaeologist. Since the Sandwich Conservation Commission oversees the Coolidge Trust Account, we made a motion to approve such an expenditure. Motion passed unanimously.

d) Senate Bill 381 discussion. A motion was made by Caroline Snyder to approach  the Selectmen to put an article on the town warrant to allow the CC to donate funds to towns within or outside of Sandwich if it was in our best conservation interests. Jocelyn Gutchess seconded it. Motion passed unanimously.

e) Five Days of Sandwich. Dan Reidy’s program is currently full, but the new Adult Camp only has a few sign-ups.

     4. New Business:

     a) Wetland Concerns:

      i. Berkowitz Subdivision. R 12/15 & R19/45. The Commission reviewed the permit application and noted very little wetlands impact (634 sq. ft). We will have two weeks to review or request a 40-day extension in order to make comments. A site walk was scheduled for Sunday, August 9th at 10 am. Rick will ask Cathy to notice the meeting. After the site walk, he will then send in a letter reviewing some of the initial concerns – specifically, an area near wetland impact area #3 that is not noted as being an impact area, and the request for a box culvert at wetland impact area #4 to allow for wood turtle underpass to the adjacent vernal pool.

     ii. Pyle/Nye restoration plan – R3/61

       Jennifer Pyle and Benjamin Nye, in the process of moving their house, mistakenly filled a wetland ditch. Russ Johnson suggested hiring a wetland scientist to check for “wetlandness” and restore the area if needed. They hired Greg Howard who confirmed the area was wet, prepared a wetland restoration plan, and received state approved for said restoration plan. The state approval was received on July 20th by the SCC, which was the first time the SCC had heard about it.

     iii. Red Hill Pond access road:

        Report from Bob Coulter that the road has been damaged subsequent to the removal of the boulders blocking the roadway. We will request that the Highway Dept. will place more boulders at the entrance to block entry. [Note: this was requested on July 24 and completed that day.]

     b)  Jocelyn discovered that the Bearcamp River Trail Guides are almost gone, so has contacted Minute Man Press in Conway to reprint them. Motion was made and passed to reprint 300 copies at a cost of $426. Suggestion was also made to have local suppliers to charge a $2 cost so as to slow down the rate of their disappearance.

     c) Report from Doug Brackett that he has restored the outflow structure at Red Hill Pond Dam. Pictures were reviewed that documented his much appreciated work.

     5. Announcements:

    Aug. 3rd – Open House at the Adams-Wentworth Campus on Wentworth Hill

    Next meeting August 26th.

    Meeting adjourned 8:45 pm
June 24,2009

 Members Attending:

 Rick Van De Poll, Bob Coulter, Jocelyn Gutchess, Bruce Burrows, Doug Brackett, Helen Gingras (alternate)

Members Absent: Shawn Papp (alternate), John Ducsai, Caroline Snyder, Russell Johnson (Selectman).
Meeting was called to order at 7:08 PM.
1. Minutes of May 27, 2009 were approved

2. Alternate Helen Gingras was approved as an full voting member.
3. Old Business :
 a) Wetlands Permits..

1. Sandwich Fairgrounds - 3 documents relevant to wetlands activity:
           #1: Dec 1997...Approved permit to cross wetlands by tractor pull.

           #2: specs for culvert defined, however no culvert was ever installed
           #3: plan for restoration of areas of wetlands fill. To be completed by fall. (Based on 2006 complaint). Commission may make recommendations to amend plan i.e. may not need trees. Plan appears to be satisfactory. Rick will seek advice from selectmen and request written, approved plan from State.

2. Billings wetlands permit-John Billings has retained a wetlands scientist to redraw site plans. Rick had conversation with him. Bottom line is that site does not allow for the mandatory 125 ft setback from wetlands for septic leachfield. They must apply for a variance and may have to pursue legal means for resolution.
b) Master plan questionnaire – Survey questions were prepared by John Ducsai, amended by the Commission and forwarded to the MP Steering Committee for use in the upcoming town-wide survey

c) Five Days of Sandwich--Dan Ready announced the Five Days of Sandwich Family Camp. Only one member of the adult-child group needs to be a Sandwich resident.
d) Bearcamp River Trail Clean-up-- work is ongoing, Area from Mt. Israel Rd to Upper Rd needs significant work to control water problem. Red Hill Pond Trail also needs work. OTTH will help with this.
e) Taylor-Buchet (Marden) Property clean-up done June 6th. Amazing transition done by Roger Larochelle, Russ Johnson and his boy scouts, and Doug Brackett and crew. Request by SLCS for $1000 to help with clean-up expenses deferred for now. Some discussion was held about preparing for a warrant article this next March that would allow for the expenditure of such funds from the SCC’s Conservation Fund for land conservation that would not require taking a legal interest in a property.

  New Business:

a) Wetlands Permits   

i. Boyd - Hambrook Field Rd. Letter from State to Boyd's re: # trees they can cut in the shoreland district
ii. Lincoln - Hoag Island Renovation. Received permit from State to put small addition on an existing structure in the shoreland zone
b) Correspondence

i. Historical Society for request of $600 from Coolidge Fund to support the Junior Archaeologist Program that will be doing work at the Smith homestead in Sandwich Notch. Advised that while we would like to support the program, we do not believe we manage this fund. Request placed in Trustees of Trust Funds inbox.
ii. Green Mountain Conservation Group--advised that there  is a grant to test 60 drinking water wells in the Ossipee Watershed area. It looks like there is already a lot of demand to have this free testing done.
c) Announcements.

      i.  Next SCC meeting July 22nd.

      ii. June 26th NH Lakes Congress, New London

      iii. June 26 10-12 pm GMCG Steering Committee Mtg
      iv. July 21- Carroll County Farm Tour
   Meeting Adjourned at 8:35 pm

May 27, 2009

Present: Rick Van de Poll, Doug Bracket, Bob Coulter, John Ducsai, Jocelyn Gutchess, Shawn Papp, Selectman Bud Martin. Guest: Roger Plimmer, Master Plan Revision Sub-committee

Absent:  Doug Brackett, Bruce Burrows, Helen Gingras

Meeting was called to order at 7:01 PM

1. John Ducsai made a motion to approve the minutes of the April 22nd meeting and Bob Coulter seconded it.  All present were in favor.

2. Shawn Papp sat in as a full voting member and Bud Martin represented the selectmen in place of Russell Johnson

3. Old Business

a) Wetlands Permits-none

b) Sandwich Master Plan Revision

Roger Plimmer, member of the Sandwich Master Plan Revision Sub-Committee, asked the commission to revisit the current conservation issues that were submitted in December 2008 and resubmit them in the form of questions suitable for the Town-wide surveyed that is planned for later in the year. He requested we come up with specific questions directed towards future conservation efforts to gain a better understanding of where the town stands on certain issues and where the townspeople want to be in the future.  The questions need to be structured in a way that makes the results unambiguous. After much discussion, John Ducsai agreed to draft an initial set of questions for the Commission to consider.

c) Five days of Sandwich update

Rick relayed update from Dan Reidy: Camp is almost full and so the Family Camp will be advertised next week. Parents who drive cars will not have to pay. Otherwise cost is the same. Parents, grandparents, or guardians can sign up for one day or all five days.

d) Bearcamp River Trail – Helen Gingras has been communicating with Chair Van de Poll about the progress of her efforts to clear brush and paint blazes along various sections of the Bearcamp River Trail. Kudos for her and her husband’s efforts!

e) Taylor-Buchet (Marden Property) cleanup June 6th @ 9 am.

i. 30-yard dumpster roll-off purchased to load junk into. Cost +/- $1000 according to estimate provided by Mike Morton, who is able to assist as needed. Russ Johnson to bring boy scouts.

ii. Roger Larochelle of the Squam Lakes Conservation Society (SLCS) who is purchasing an easement on the property asked for $1,000 from the Conservation Commission to help with items such as legal fees associated with the transaction.

iii. Jocelyn Gutchess made a motion to have the Sandwich Conservation Commission donate $1,000 to SLCS.  John Ducsai seconded the motion and it was a unanimous vote in favor. Rick will seek confirmation with Selectmen next week

4. New Business

a) Wetlands Permits

i. Billings/Middle Rd.Tax Map R9 Lot34. Rick conducted site visit on May 15 with selectmen Russ Johnson and determined that the proposed septic leachfield was within 125 feet of a poorly drained forested swamp (wetland). A subsequent visit on May 23 with landowner John Billings and Chris Canfield proved that the proposed house site, while properly situated, may not have sufficient setback distance for a leachfield anywhere nearby. Van de Poll advised the landowner to retain the services of a CWS to determine the exact wetland boundaries for setback purposes.

ii. It was noted that the Sandwich Fair Association has received a Letter of Deficiency regarding the illegal placement of fill in wetlands on the fairgrounds property in three areas. They have been ordered to hire a wetland scientist to delineate the wetlands and compose a restoration plan addressing the fill. It was also noted that this concern has been many years in the making.

      b) Correspondence

a) Harry Vogel - Field Assessment of Habitat Quality for Common Loon

An analysis was done to find out what toxins were adversely affecting the Common Loon.  It was undetermined where these toxins might be coming from.  There was some discussion among the group about possible sources, including the use of fabric softeners as insecticides around homes.

5. Announcements/Events

a) Next SCC meeting June 24th, 2009

b) Bird Walk at Chick’s Corner (SLCS) May 31st @ 7:00AM

c) Other – Bob Coulter noted that the barrier boulders placed at Red Hill Pond access have been removed and that 4WD vehicles have been “muddying up” the access trail into the pond. John and Rick to investigate.

Motion was made to adjourn meeting and unanimously approved @ 8:48 PM

Respectfully submitted,

Shawn Papp, Secretary

April 22, 2009

Members attending:

Bruce Burrows, Rick Van de Poll, Shawn Papp (alternate), Doug Brackett, Caroline Snyder, Helen Gingras (alternate), Russell Johnson (Selectman)

Members absent: Jocelyn Gutchess, Bob Coulter, John Duscai

1.      Meeting was brought to order at 7:03 pm.  SCC minutes of March 25, 2009 were approved with Bearcamp Garden cleanup changed to Sunday April 26, 2009 and GMCG May 7th workshop corrected from May 2nd. 

2.      Helen Gingras was introduced as new alternate.  A motion was made and approved to make alternates voting members for the evening to fill in vacancies on the board.  

3. Old Business

a) Wetlands Permits: none

b) Sandwich Master Plan Revision

i) Sub-committee schedule

May 2nd forum scheduled for 9 am – 12 pm at SCS

Will be identifying  issues pertinent to Sandwich, which for the SCC includes Town Forest Mgmt, description of town lands, how to manage forests, water resource protection such as the Ossipee aquifer.

c) Cook Easement activity

i) Amended (draft?) easement-2001 version states that agriculture is allowed and there are no specific restrictions prohibiting cattle from using Field ‘B’ or area near Bearcamp River.

ii) A course of action could be to advise the Cooks on the use of Best Management Practices for Agriculture in hopes that it would be implemented to prevent further contamination of the Bearcamp.

d) Five Days of Sandwich- revision/schedule

i) 
July 6-10 (7-10 yr olds)

July 13-17(10-14 yr olds)

July 20-24 (10-14 yr olds)

July 27-31 (families)

ii)  It was suggested that families could use their own cars due to limited seats in passenger van.  Open to 1st 12 people that sign up.  The minimum age is seven.

iii) SCC members agreed that a sign-up for each day may make sense instead of a commitment for the entire week.

e) SLCS Marden Property clean-up on June 6th @ 9:00 am.

i) Property owned by Nina Marden

ii) No easement signed yet as there are still questions of possible hazardous waste on land.

iii) Mike Morton to help out with dump truck and exacavator

4. New Business


a)Wetlands Permits

i) Matthew Lincoln of Hoag Island Trust is requesting shorelands permit for reconstruction of non-conforming structure

ii) LRPC surveys are due on April 30th.  Questions are about infrastructure and community planning.

b)Announcements/Events

i) Next SCC meeting on May 27th, 2009

ii) Bearcamp River Trail Clean-up Sat. April 26, 2009 9 am

iii) Drinking Water Protection Workshop-GMCG, 6-8 pm Runnels Hall, Chocorua - May 7th

iv) Watershed Ecology Institute July 20th-24th and 27th-31st.in Meredith, NH

v) New Hampshire Lakes Association approved a grant request for $750 to support this year’s Weed Watcher Program at the Sandwich boat ramp. Carrie Fair to do this again.

Respectfully submitted, 

Shawn Papp, 

Secretary

March 25, 2009 

Present: Rick Van de Poll, Doug Bracket, Bob Coulter, John Ducsai, Caroline Snyder,

Selectman, Leo Dwyer. 

Absent:  Jocelyn Gutchess, Shawn Papp, Bruce Burrows

Alternate Doug Brackett was asked to fill in one vacancy of a regular member.

The commission approved the minutes of November 19, December 17, and February 25 meetings with no modifications. 

The Buzzell Ridge subdivision (Elliot and Nancy Berkowitz) of 17 lots will require a site walk  to assess wetlands impact when the permit comes up.

As part of the Master Plan Revision, the commission voted to form a sub-committee on natural resources (NR), including considering ground water protection. The NR Sub-committee is currently comprised of Carolyn Snyder, Doug Brackett, and Rick Van de Poll. Additional members will be solicited.

Several concerns were brought up with regards to the Cook Conservation Easement property. Brush cutting along boundary lines and the installation of fencing has taken place.  Doug will research the easement and contact the Cooks for clarification and to check on the allowance of livestock grazing in the eased area.

The Squam Lakes Conservation Commission has requested help for cleaning up the Marden property from Dinsmore Pond to the Notch Road. Fred Lavigne is organizing the clean up.  The commission voted to let Rick investigate whether or not Conservation Commission Funds could be used to help with removing the junk and old vehicles. 

Five Days of Sandwich will again by run by Dan Reidy and an assistant.  This summer the plan is to have four sessions, one for families.

The state House recently passed HB 384, which will weaken prime wetlands legislation by allowing cutting in prime wetlands and their 100-foot buffer, which is currently off-limits or requires a public hearing that few foresters seek to undertake.

Our next meeting is on April 22.

The Bearcamp River Trail Clean Up is scheduled for Sunday April 26
GMCG has scheduled a Drinking Water Protection Workshop May 2nd from 6-8 pm in Runnells Hall, Chocorua

FEBRUARY 25
Members Present:

Rick Van de Poll, Bruce Burrows, Bob Coulter

Absent: Doug Bracket, Eric Morse, John Ducsai, Jocelyn Gutchess, Caroline Snyder, Bob Rowan (Selectmen’s Representative)
Meeting was called to order at 7:09 PM

1. Approval  of Minutes of November 19, 2008 and December 17, 2009 deferred until quorum present (no meeting in January)

2. Assignment of alternates – none

3. Old Business

a) Wetland Permits – 

i. Brian & Ann Young – Rattlesnake Cove – A copy of a letter from Regina Nadeau (attorney for the Youngs) to NHDES was read. It responded to the request for more information sent to the Youngs in January, 2009. Besides providing an additional $50 for an old remittance, it objected to the claim that the Young’s existing “seasonal dock” was “permanent.”

ii. More discussion on the impending subdivision on Buzzell Ridge was had. No wetlands permit application has been filed yet.

b) Stewardship Monitoring – Bruce Burrows handed in the form for Mutter, and related that in his check of Bates (Young Mtn) that he found some flagging around an apparent wetland; otherwise it was fine. Jocelyn had handed in her form for Myers in November.

c) Sandwich Master Plan – Rick related the request by the Sandwich Master Plan Steering Committee for assistance in writing the natural resources chapter of the MP. He talked about the hearings this past week, which he attended. He also shared an outline of the NR chapter from Hanover. We then looked at the January 2000 GMCG/SPNHF Co-Occurrence Map for Sandwich and talked about the need for strategic conservation planning. Rick also read the other two ideas submitted to the MP Committee, namely, the support for educating the public about science-based ordinances, and the need for an integrated forest management plan for the Town Forests. Some discussion was had on whether or not it was the right year to pay for the master plan, in spite of the requirement of it needing to be done by law. Since there was no quorum, no decision was made on whether or not to form a sub-committee to support the MP process. This decision also awaits the town vote in March.

4. New Business

a) Wetlands Permits

i. One Minimum Impact notification for trails was registered from the Sandwich Sidehillers from last year, along with one for forestry off Route 113 (North Sandwich Rd)

b) Letter from GMCG requesting co-sponsorship of the April 7th Water Resources Primer Workshop at Runnells Hall in Chocorua (6-8 pm). No objection was noted since it does not require any money or time to co-sponsor. Rick to get back to GMCG.

c) Received dues notice from the NHACC, although usually paid in fall. Passed along to Cathy.

d) NH Lakes grant for weed watchers is due March 23rd. Also passed along to Cathy.

e) Announcements / Events

i. Feb. 28th walk on newly acquired Marden Property (Buchet Preserve) sponsored by SLCS (9-11 am). All invited.

ii. Next SCC meeting March 25, 2009

iii. April 7 – NHDES Water Resources Primer Workshop (see above)

iv. May 7 – GMCG Drinking Water Supply workshop, Runnells Hall, Chocorua (6-8 pm)

Meeting was adjourned at 8:25 PM.

Respectfully submitted;

Rick Van de Poll, Secretary pro tem

