Minutes of Sandwich Conservation Commission
Town of Sandwich, New Hampshire
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These minutes have been posted for your convenience. Current minutes have not yet been approved by the Conservation Commission

2December 17, 2008


3October 22, 2008


5September 24, 2008


6August 27, 2008


8July 23, 2008


10June 25, 2008


12May 28, 2008


14April 23, 2008


16March 25, 2008


18January 30, 2008



. 

December 17, 2008

Members Present:

Rick Van de Poll, Doug Bracket, Bob Rowan (Selectmen’s Representative)

Absent: Bob Coulter, Bruce Burrows, Eric Morse, John Ducsai, Jocelyn Gutchess, Caroline Snyder
Meeting was called to order at 7:07 PM

1. Minutes of November 19, 2008 deferred until submitted by Secretary

2. Assignment of alternates – Rick appointed Doug to fill a vacancy although this was a formality since no quorum was present

3. Old Business

a) Wetland Permits – 

i. Brian & Ann Young – Rattlesnake Cove – considerable discussion arose relative to the proposed seasonal dock expansion. A letter was sent by the Commission on November 20 and received by the NH Wetlands Bureau on November 25. This letter requested that a condition be placed on the dock permit relative to the prevention of milfoil within 5 years after use. Regina Nadeau, attorney for the applicant wrote a letter on December 9 contesting such a request stating that this kind of condition was “inequitable and outside DES’s authority.” Rick called Jared Teutsch, Executive Director of the NH Lakes Program and inquired about such an action, and Mr. Teutsch said that it sounded like a reasonable request. Rick also called Darlene Forst, Shoreland Program Supervisor of the NH Wetlands Bureau, and she said that such a request was not outside DES jurisdiction and certainly not unique. Rick also cited RSA 485-A:6,1 and RSA 485-A:8,VI which provided statutory authority for the water quality standards promulgated under Env-Wq 1700. The latter states under 1703.3 General Water Quality Criteria, section (c), “The following physical, chemical and biological criteria shall apply to all surface waters: (1) All surface waters shall be free from substances in kind or quantity which: d. result in the dominance of nuisance species…”

b) Stewardship Monitoring – Bob Coulter handed in his monitoring form (the next day) and stated that one of the rocks blocking the roadway access to Red Hill Pond needs to be moved back into place in order to prevent ATV’s.

4. New Business

a) Wetlands Permits

i. Farmhouse Inc. – 186 Metcalf Rd – Bob Rowan explained that the Butterworths (Map 21 Lot 3) had intended to rebuild an old barn shed on Metcalf Road, but had not applied for any permits to do so. Rick inquired since he found that the NH Wetlands Bureau had issued Shoreland Impact Permit 2008-02378 approving their plans to pour a concrete slab and rebuild the 600 s.f. structure. Bob said he would order a cease and desist if they continued work without a Town permit.

ii. Carter – R1 Lot 30 addition – Selectmen asked Rick to check on this unpermitted addition off Palmer Hill Road to see if they needed to set back off of a stream under our revised zoning ordinance regarding wetlands and surface waters. Rick found that the new structure had a footing a few feet away from an intermittent stream. Since there is no “ordinary high water mark” on an intermittent stream, there is no requirement as there would be with a perennial stream or wetland. No impact was caused to the intermittent stream by the placement of the concrete pier.

b) 2010 Master Plan Survey – Smart Growth & Natural Resource Audit – Rick will check with Bud Martin about whether or not the Town will respond to this.

c) NH Lakes letter – received a thank you letter for our $300 contribution.

d) Announcements / Events

i. Next SCC meeting January 28, 2009

ii. Other – Bob said that Betsy Hoffman, who recently passed away, had considered giving money to the Town for conservation, but after a quick change of heart, decided to set up the memorial gift to the LRCT for the purpose of protecting wetlands and water resources in Sandwich.

Meeting was adjourned at 8:13 PM.

Respectfully submitted;

Rick Van de Poll, Secretary pro tem

October 22, 2008

Members Present:

Rick Van de Poll, Bob Coulter, Doug Bracket, Bruce Burrows, Caroline Snyder

Absent: Eric Morse, John Ducsai, Jocelyn Gutchess
1. Minutes of September 24, 2008 were approved

2. Assignment of Alternates – Doug was asked to fill in for Eric; Caroline offered to fill in as Sec pro tem for Shawn

3. Old Business

a. Wetland Permits:  

i. Besecker – it was noted that the job was completed before the State advised Jamie and Chip Bollinger that the application was incomplete. Sufficient information was subsequently supplied.

ii. Thompson Lot – a resurvey of the lot by R. Van de Poll and wetland scientist Greg Howard showed that the small area of wetland that was in question had marginally hydric soils. The septic system will therefore be proposed in the secondary location up near the house.

iii. Forestry Notification – White – Chairman Van de Poll conducted a site visit on 9-27 and inspected all crossing areas and discussed plans with landowner. All crossings involved existing skid roads and only one required a culvert as proposed. 

iv. Thompson Refuge – Van de Poll conducted site visit on 10-10 with Bob Ridgely to discuss plan. He advised about prime wetland and need for hearing. In the capacity of wetland scientist he provided an estimate of cost for a boardwalk. NHAS has not decided whether to build a boardwalk and/or install a beaver excluder.

b. Doug reported on the Sept 30 SLA meeting and the usefulness of GPS-based images that horizontally tracked the shoreline.  Also passed around a useful chart for measuring tree circumferences. He also described the plan to provide an updated comparison of ordinances among 7 of the Squam Lakes watershed towns.

c. Bearcamp Trail concerns – Jocelyn was not present [Ed. Note: by phone conversation on 10-27 she stated that Mr. Beal’s concerns were addressed]

4. New Business

a. Wetland Permits – none

b. Budget – the draft budget for 2009 was reviewed. Each item was discussed. Note that NH Lay Lakes contribution has increased to $300 and therefore we need to request $500 instead of $400 for dues. Also, Green Mt. Conservation Group would like Sandwich to contribute more funds for monitoring and testing Sandwich streams. Members decided not to increase funds over what Sandwich contributed last year ($400). Total budget request to be made at the Budget Hearing on Oct 29 was $8801.90

c. Stewardship monitoring: Rick will monitor Bates-Cap’t Neal Brook, Roger Coolidge’s land, and Red Hill Pond-Read; Bruce will monitor Bates—Young Mtn/pit and Mutter-Young Mountain. Doug will monitor Cook’s gravel pit and Red Hill Pd.-Emerson. Jocelyn will monitor the Myers land; John Ducsai, Heritage Woods; and Bob Coulter, Red Hill Pond-Henry.

d. Among the up-coming events are  the October 29 Budget hearing, the Nov 1 NHACC Annual Meeting in Concord (where Rick is a presenter) and the Nov 20 GMCG presentation on water quality in the Ossipee Watershed.

        Next meeting is scheduled for Wednesday,   November 19th

September 24, 2008

Members attending:

John Duscai, Jocelyn Duchess, Bob Rowan, Rick Van de Poll, Shawn Papp(alternate), Bruce Burrows 

Members absent:  Caroline Snyder, Eric Morse, Doug Brackett (alternate), Bob Coulter

1. Minutes of August 27, 2008 were approved.

2. Alternate Shawn Papp was appointed to be a voting member for the evening. 

3. Old Business

a) Wetlands Permits

i.  Atwood Brook culvert replacement hearing was in Concord on 9/18. Bob Rowan and Russ Johnson attended. High water tables will prevent doing work this year.

ii. Town boat ramp repair - work is scheduled for the second week in October.  Three new concrete logs will be installed that are 12 feet long by 3 feet wide by six inches thick.

iii. Besecker – Dale Rd.

Reviewed map showing location of wetland crossing. File status checked on line and it is complete.

b) Ryan Thompson Lot

Poles from NHEC put in place

Still no building permit due to proposed leachfield not meeting the proper setbacks. Van de Poll will meet with wetland scientist on Friday September 26 to discuss on site.

c) Thompson Refuge


Briefly discussed NHAS plan to install beaver excluders and new boardwalk at ABT Refuge; Burrows inquired about beaver dams, beaver removal and new wetland line as a result

4. New Business

a) Wetlands Permits

i. Forestry Notification-David and Cynthia White off Middle Rd. Van de Poll will follow up with Whites.

b) Stewardship Monitoring

Rawson R10 Lot 1 trailer

Jill Rawson called Van de Poll to notify the commission that John Doherty will remove the cabin within two weeks.



c) Correspondence

i. Tom Beal-  Bearcamp Trail concerns

-With the general store out of business, where will maps be made available?

-Wooden markers need yellow paint in certain areas

-The current map labels the first Bearcamp crossing as a ford.

-There was a gate blocking the trail beyond Cook Pit, and trees were down on way to Dale Road.

Jocelyn Gutchess will meet with Tom to discuss Thursday.

ii. New wood boiler law

Wood pellet boilers purchased after August 10 through January 1, 2009 must be no closer than 200 ft to another residence.  In addition, the smokestack must be two feet higher than the peak of that residence.  If it is a nuisance, the homeowner will be required to abate the nuisance.

iii. Squam Lakes Community Outreach Program

-SLA is offering itself as a valuable resource center for you and your town on issues that pertain to the Squam Watershed

Meeting is on September 30, 5:30-7:00 pm @ the SLA Resource Center at 534 US Rt. 3 in Holderness. [Doug Brackett will go to represent the SCC.]

d) Announcements/Events

i. October 22 @ 7 pm - Budget hearing for the SCC will be held at the Town Hall. Police Dept. will go first so SCC can meet first and then present proposed budget.

ii. Nov. 1- NHACC Annual Meeting in Concord

iii. Next SCC meeting is on October 22, 2008 at 7 pm

Meeting was adjourned @ 8:09 PM

Respectfully submitted, 

Shawn Papp, 

Secretary

August 27, 2008

Members attending:

Bob Coulter, Rick Van de Poll, Shawn Papp (alternate), Doug Brackett (alternate), Eric Morse, Russell Johnson (Selectmen’s Rep)

Members absent:  Bruce Burrows, Caroline Snyder, John Ducsai, Jocelyn Gutchess

1. Minutes of July 25, 2008 were approved.

2. Alternates Shawn Papp and Doug Brackett were appointed to be voting members for the evening to fill in two vacancies on the board.  

3. Old Business

a) Gaffney wetland sedimentation fix

iv. R8 Lot 1 : More loam spread out on top area.  Area has been seeded and mulched. John now required to inform state of completed remediation work.

b) Bates-Whiteface river (Minor)

i. Reviewed photographs of work done at site August 14.  The boulders appeared to be diverting flow of water away from bank and bank appeared to be stabilized.

c) Besecker- Dale Rd. (PBN – driveway)

i.
Received permit-by-notification application copy from Town Clerk. Also received request for more information from State Wetlands Bureau. File now appears to be complete and approval is expected for minor driveway crossing to proposed new barn area.

d) Emerson Lot R10 Lot 1 (removal of structure)

No word from Jill Rawson in response to July 23 letter indicating her need to remove cabin as soon as possible

e) Bearcamp Trail Guides


A new box of trail guides was located by Russ in the Office. Eric Morse noted that the blazing is poor off Vittum Hill Road, and that the sharp hairpin turn at the Allen’s should be straightened out. A question arose about mountain bikes and horses on the trail. {Chair note: As per conversation with Jocelyn Gutchess about the history of trail use, she stated an emphatic “NO” due to so many private property owners along trail, etc.].

4. New Business

a)Wetlands Permits

j. Discussed new logging road fill at White Sylvania lot off of Mt. Israel Rd. Need to inspect.

b) Five Days of Sandwich Report (Doug Brackett)

i. The event had a good turnout and the kids seemed to all have a great time especially with the caches.

c) Correspondence

i. LRCT newsletters - there was no objection to having copies sent to Conservation Commission for members to read

ii. NHDES Lakes Management and Protection Program Guidelines- Jackie Colburn of DES has announced the publication of the new NH Lake Management and Protection Program guidelines (www.des.nh.gov/pdf/nhdes-wd-08-8.pdf )

d) Announcements/Events

iv. August 15- Community needs assessment survey (done)

v. September 17- Municipal Law Lecture Series (Wed. Sept. 24th Meredith & Sept. 17th in Lincoln

vi. September 20- Land Use Clerk Works-Cons Comm.s (9-3 Sat. Sept. 20th @ Concord Gould Center)

vii. Next SCC meeting Sept 24, 2008

viii. Other News 

*GMCG-Request for volunteers (water sampling) This will be a chance to learn about micro-organisms in water.

*Invasive Plant Seminar group under direction of Doug Cygan, successfully eradicated a majority of the invasive plant species surrounding Quimby Field.  It was also noted that there have not been any reports of variable milfoil in Squam Lake.

*Weed Brook – still lingering concerns about sedimentation, although water levels are going down

* Doug made request to discuss the Master Plan next mtg

Meeting was adjourned @ 8:29 PM

Respectfully submitted, 

Shawn Papp, 

Secretary

July 23, 2008

Members attending:

Rick Van de Poll, Shawn Papp (alternate), Doug Brackett (alternate), Jocelyn Gutchess

Members absent:  Bruce Burrows, Caroline Snyder, John Ducsai, Eric Morse, Bob Rowan, Selectmen’s representative

1. Minutes of June 25, 2008 were approved.

2. Alternates Shawn Papp and Doug Brackett were appointed to be voting members for the evening to fill in two vacancies on the board.  

3. Old Business

a) Gaffney wetland sedimentation fix

v. Special exception from ZBA for sawmill granted

vi. Logs have been moved and eroded area loamed and seeded

b) Whiteface River (Minor)

ii. Initial work done on Whiteface River in 2004 to alleviate bank erosion by cribbing using small rocks and boulders. Work was done but there is a stump that needs removal to correct problem.  225 ft2 needs to be dredged and filled with rock structure.  

c) Cook Pit 

i. There was no discussion as to the progress of  the closure at Cook Pit

d) Invasives control presentation by Doug Cygan-August 14, 4 pm

i. There will be an invasives control presentation at the Wentworth Library on August 14th at 4 PM.

ii. Shawn Papp was to contact Shaw Smith about a demonstration site after the meeting for the eradication of invasive plants at an area abutting Quimby Field.

iii. Rick will coordinate with Shaw Smith to post the announcement on the Sandwich Board

e) Bearcamp trail guides

i. It was noted that there was $600 in the miscellaneous fund which could be applied towards the printing of new Bearcamp River Trail guides.

ii. Jocelyn Gutchess will take care of arranging for the reprint

iii. It was voted to appropriate $374 for the printing of 250 new guides

iv. Sandwich Conservation Commission name was to be added to brochure

4. New Business

a) Hazardous Waste

k. A group of local volunteers came before the board to talk about their plans to coordinate a pick up and drop off of household hazardous waste for the town of Sandwich.

iii. The board was asked to appropriate a maximum of $50 to purchase Rubbermaid containers to transport the materials to designated Hazardous waste pick up sites.

iv. The board voted to approve the funds for the purpose of purchasing bins to transport the waste

b. Emerson Map R10 Lot 1

j. There was some logging done near a prime wetland with a tree cutting machine.  Rick called the state Wetlands Bureau, as well as Jeff Coombs, Forester, and discussed the concern. After a site visit on 7-21 he determined that the logger was near the edge of the prime wetland, but not in violation. Photos of the work were shared with the Commission. The forester removed the feller-buncher from the area to prevent damage from running over saturated soils.

ai. During the inspection Van de Poll noticed the deteriorating cabin still sitting in the Emerson easement area. He drafted a letter to Jill Rawson requesting removal, and reviewed the letter with the Commission. All voted in favor to send the letter as the cabin was clearly in violation of the terms of the 1989 easement.

c. Dale Road

i.  Jamie Besecker wanted to put a culvert in to cross a wetland.  Approx. 190 ft2 of area to be disturbed with a 12” culvert put in place.

ii. A motion was accepted to approve a culvert permit by notification

d. Announcements/Events

i. August 5- Wetland & Shoreland Regulation-Manchester

ii. August 9-Annual meeting SLNSC with Gary Hirschberg

iii. August 16- Annual meeting  SLNSC with Rand Wentworth

iv. Next SCC meeting August 27, 2008

Meeting was adjourned @ 9:06

Respectfully submitted, 

Shawn Papp, 

Secretary

June 25, 2008

Members attending:

Eric Morse, Rick Van de Poll, Shawn Papp (alternate), Doug Brackett (alternate), Bob Rowan, Caroline Snyder, Jocelyn Gutchess; Selectmen’s representative Bob Rowan

Members absent:  Bruce Burrows, Caroline Snyder, John Ducsai 

1. Minutes of May 28, 2008 were approved.

2. Alternates Shawn Papp and Doug Brackett were appointed to be voting members for the evening to fill in two vacancies on the board.  

3. Old Business

b) Atwood Brook culvert replacement (permit application by Abenaki Environmental deemed complete, on file in office)

c) Gaffney wetland sedimentation

i. Emily Lucas (Wetlands Bureau Inspector) wrote letter and will not close McIlvain’s wetland restoration file until fill/sediment is removed by Mr. Gaffney.

ii. Selectmen will not approve building permit as planned due to setback constraints

d) Cook Pit visit by selectmen

i.  Slope was not yet stabilized although hydroseeding was done. Bond due up in July.

4. New Business

a)  Invasive Plants [Heard before Old Business]

i.       Shaw Smith was seeking advice from the committee for      controlling invasive plants such as handling and removing

ii.          Considered organizing group to address problem areas around                                                               town such as Quimby Field and Heritage plantings

iii.  Committee suggested contacting Chris Mattrick from the U.S. Forest Service or Amy Smagula for assistance

iv. Shawn Papp and Jocelyn Duchess volunteered to help. Jocelyn stated that education about invasives is most important

b) Bearcamp Trail Guides

i. The map/guide for Bearcamp River Trail needs updating as well as additional copies printed

ii. The guide was done in memory of Jack Dingle

iii. Research will to be done by Jocelyn on the cost to update maps and print approximately 500 or 1000 copies.

iv. Rick will check with Cathy on available budget funds to reprint

c) Correspondence

i)
GMCG-Climate Change actions:  Five actions to take in your community, including taking on-line carbon footprint survey; reviewed potential contaminant source list for Sandwich;  

ii)
John Sununu-Catalog of Federal Domestic Assistance:  There is a catalog of programs that the Federal Gov’t will give money for.  NH was second in the country for getting money from the Forest Legacy Program

iii)
Knowing the Territory-LGC publication:  Case law regarding ZBA, wetland rulings, etc.; Easy access to precedents and rulings

iv) 
There will be a Comprehensive Shoreland Protection Act presentation from 7:30-4 in Meredith on August 11th at Church Landing. There was some discussion about the new Shoreland Rules that will come into effect on July 1st.

d) Five Days of Sandwich-Part time help

i) It was noted that Louise Bryant was accepted as the assistant for Five Days of Sandwich.


e) Other

i) It was noted by Mr. Rowan that a ZBA hearing on July 10th will address a special exception for placing an accessory dwelling 14 feet away from an intermittent stream on Susan Peerface Cove

Respectfully submitted, 

Shawn Papp, 

Secretary

Next Meeting: July 23, 2008

May 28, 2008

Members attending:

Eric Morse, Rick Van de Poll, Shawn Papp (alternate), Bruce Burrows, Doug Brackett (alternate), Bob Rowan, Caroline Snyder, Jocelyn Gutchess

Members absent:  John Ducsai

1.      Meeting was brought to order at 7:10 pm.  SCC minutes of April 23, 2008 were approved.

2.      Alternates Shawn Papp and Doug Brackett were appointed to be voting members for the evening to fill in two vacancies on the board.  

3. Old Business

            a) Wetlands Permits:

v. Bilodeau:  Jocelyn Gutchess attended ZBA hearing as a representative of the Conservation Commission and reported back to the board on the status of the Bilodeau case.  The ZBA approved the variance after considering five “tests”.  These were:  

1. No decrease in value of surroundings of variance granted

2. Granting variance would not be contrary to public interests

3. Denial would present undo hardship

4. By granting variance hardship would be done

5. Would they still have “spirit” of ordinance if they granted variance

It was considered that it also would have cost more money for the Bilodeaus to build a longer road and less environmental damage would have been done by approving variance.

vi. Town Boat Ramp - approved by DES

b) Stewardship

i. There was some discussion about an illegal shed on the Emerson Red Hill Pond easement. Apparently the shed was moved there temporarily many years ago, and is now in severe disrepair. Bob R. noticed it when inspecting a logging job there this past winter. It did not show up in the previous aerial photographs taken by Chip Kimball. Rick will write a letter to Jill Rawson regarding its needed removal.

ii. Chip’s flight notes indicated some activity at Suzita Myer’s house in the apparent easement area. Jocelyn indicated that she is moving into the former Martin residence across from the Town hall and therefore a lot of ‘stuff’ was temporarily in the yard. Jocelyn will check on it.

4. New Business

a)Wetland permits-Gaffney proposal

i. Mr. Gaffney is attempting to develop Map 8 Lot 48 for a sawmill and build next to a restored wetland and is seeking a variance for the proposed project. Rick Van de Poll recused himself from discussion due to conflict of interest.  Rick has performed work at the proposed site and is still actively involved in the wetlands restoration project which is next to the proposed site.  It was thought that they might need a permit to go across an adjacent wetland for access to the sawmill shed site.  Concerns were that the landing area be stabilized so that the restored wetland will be functional in future.

After deliberating on the subject, a motion was made to draft a letter to ZBA to request that if a special exception is given, it be contingent upon the completion of wetlands work and inspected at regular intervals over four seasons.  The motion was carried with one abstention. 

b)White Sylvania Trust

$1000 annual contribution received

c)Five Days of Sandwich

Looking for part-time help

d)Announcements/Events

There was a review of upcoming events and the meeting was adjourned.

Respectfully submitted, 

Shawn Papp, 

Secretary

Next Meeting: June 25, 2008

April 23, 2008

Members attending:

Bob Coulter, Rick Van de Poll, Shawn Papp (alternate), Bruce Burrows, Doug Brackett (alternate), Bob Rowan

Members absent:  John Ducsai, Jocelyn Gutchess, Eric Morse, Caroline Snyder

The meeting was called to order @7:10 p.m. by Rick Van de Poll. Rick advised the new members about procedures relative to alternates filling open seats, and requested that both Doug and Shawn fill the open seats that were vacant on account of absent members. Further, Rick requested that a new Secretary be elected to fill the position made available by Dave Chase’s resignation. Shawn Papp agreed to be the new Secretary. No objections were voiced and all agreed to move ahead.
1.      SCC minutes of February 27, 2008 and March 26, 2008 were approved
2.      Members took turns introducing themselves and told of qualifications as well as personal experiences in their lives.

New members

Bruce Burrows:  Formerly chairman of the Center Harbor Conservation Commission.  Involved with initial wetlands mapping there.

Doug Brackett: From Candia, NH. Helped to restore Red Hill dam in Sandwich, noted respect that people in Sandwich have for the land.  

Shawn Papp:  Noted beauty of region and wants to preserve, but also understands the need to maintain balance between jobs and conservation. 

3.      Rick suggested that each new member read Handbook for Municipal Conservation Commissioners in New Hampshire put out by the NHACC (copies in Town Hall). He also pointed out our file drawers in the meeting room and described what they contain. He read a letter from the Board of Selectmen about representation and workshop attendance (letter on file in Selectmen’s Office).
Old Business

            a) Wetlands Permits:

i.  Campbell, Merriman Pt. Road:  Selectmen will not appeal decision by   ZBA to allow building permit.

ii. Bilodeau: Rick advised on process/status of ZBA hearing, reviewed site plans sent by Tim Britain, Esq. to the SCC, and discussed setbacks with regards to newly proposed building site. Deliberative session to be held on May 8th. Attendance by at least one SCC member was requested as RVdP cannot attend.

iii. Town Boat Ramp – no further action

b) Received $1000 matching grant for Lake Host program. Rick described weed watcher and other activities to be performed by Carrie Fair under this grant program.

c) Stewardship monitoring flight is scheduled for next month. Rick will follow up with Chip Kimball on date.

New Business
a) Wetland Permits

i. The state legislature has considered a bill (HB-1151) which would postpone implementation of the new Shoreland Protection Act rules from April 1 to October 1. House passed with amendments on 1/30/08 and the Senate passed with amendments on 3/27/08. Rick advised that the new rules are still in effect until the Governor signs the bill and that some significant changes to the state’s regulation of the Shoreland zone (250 feet above the ordinary highwater mark or Reference Line) are a part of these new rules. Areas that are stricter than the Town’s standards include limitations on tree cutting and the amount of allowable impervious surfaces within 150 feet of the Reference Line.

ii. Atwood Brook -  Rick described the request by the Selectmen to have the SCC advise on obtaining a wetlands permit for replacing a large culvert on Bearcamp Valley Road that crosses Atwood Brook. Since tyhis is a prime wetl;ands, it will require a public hearing in Concord. The State may require a larger culvert than six feet or a possible double culvert.  Work to be completed in October 2009 tentatively.  Rick prepared an RFP and job description for the project and will help with contractor selection and project completion. Also noted was the fact that stream rules are in the process of being revised and these may affect specifics of the culvert replacement.
b) Memo about Municipal Board Representation was read. (see above)

c)       Bearcamp Trail cleanup day, Saturday April 26, 2008. Meet 9:00 am at Town Hall

Rick read over a change to the Five Days of Sandwich registration – the second camp week will now accept a younger age audience. He also reviewed several announcements relative to upcoming workshops, seminars, and meetings. 

The meeting was adjourned @ 9:04 pm.
Respectfully submitted, 

Shawn Papp, Secretary
Next Meeting: May 28, 2008

NOTE: Contrary to the Town Report, Meetings have been re-set to the 4th Wednesday of every month (as originally set in 2002)
March 25, 2008
Members attending:

Dave Chase, Bob Coulter, Eric Morse, Bob Rowan (Selectmen’s Representative), Rick Van De Poll 
Members absent:

Peter Booty (Alternate), John Ducsai, Jocelyn Gutchess, Caroline Snyder 

The meeting was called to order @ 7:03 p.m. by Rick Van de Poll.
1. Approval of the SCC minutes of February 27, 2008 were postponed until the next meeting.

2. Old Business

e) Wetland Permits – 

i. Campbell, 9 Merriman Point Road - modification to a nonconforming accessory structure.  After reviewing the situation and the owner’s presentation of a DES Wetlands Bureau document indicating that he had received agency permit approval, the ZBA overruled the Selectmen’s initial denial of the building permit. A second building permit has been filed by Campbell but approval has been postponed pending acceptance of the first permit. The Selectmen have indicated that they will not appeal the building permit.

ii. Bilodeau – status of a possible new permit request is not known at this time since the new application for a modified (reduced) building in the original and contested position was withdrawn prior to the last ZBA hearing.

iii. Town Boat Ramp – all additional requested information has been submitted to DES. The town is awaiting final approval for an estimated October installation of new boat ramp concrete logs.

f) Lake Host application – completed and submitted by Rick on 3-20-08.

g) Stewardship monitoring forms sent in, LCIP, LRCT, SPNHF.  Rick will check in with Chip Kimball about the possibility of his flying this spring to review several of the easements in Sandwich.

h) SCC Membership renewals.  Rick and Dave briefly reported on potential SCC applicants who have been contacted.  Bob indicated that two letters of interest have been received so far and that the Selectmen will be interviewing applicants shortly.

3. New Business

1. Wetland permits – none

2. Nye Easement – R4, Lot 30.  The Nye’s have recently placed a standard conservation easement with SPNHF on nearly 500 acres of their land off Brown Hill Road.

3. Bearcamp Clean-up Day, Saturday, April 26th Meet 9 am at the Town Hall. Rick will call trail section stewards.

4. Announcements / Events

1. March 27 WAP Workshop, Remick Museum 7-9 pm

2. March 29 8-9 pm Earth Hour (WWF)

3. March 31 – LRPC Area Meeting – viewsheds / steep slopes

4. April 3 – NHDES – CSPA revisions at SLA mtg 6:30-8:30 pm

5. April 5 – Saving Special Places, Kearsage Reg. H.S., North Sutton

6. April 12 – Vernal Pool workshop, Squam Lakes Nat. Science Center, 9:30 – 12:30 pm

7. June 6-7 Squam Bioblitz sponsored by SLNSC, SLA, SLCS, PSU

8. Next SCC meeting 04-23-08

9. As this was the last meeting of his term, Dave Chase was thanked for his service to the SCC.

The meeting was adjourned @ 7:56 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,
Dave Chase, Secretary

Next meeting:  Wednesday, April 23rd at 7:00 p.m., Town Hall 

January 30, 2008
Members attending:

Dave Chase, Bob Coulter, John Ducsai, Eric Morse, Bob Rowan (Selectmen’s Representative), Caroline Snyder, Rick Van De Poll 
Members absent:

Peter Booty (Alternate), Jocelyn Gutchess 

The meeting was called to order @ 7:05 p.m. by Rick Van de Poll.
4. SCC minutes of October 24, 2007, November 28, 2007, and December 19, 2007 were approved.

5. Old Business

i) Wetland Permits – 

i. Sandwich Town Beach Boat Ramp – The DES application is now complete.  This will be a standard dredge and fill operation.

ii. Bliss –  DES Permit By Notification has been dropped from active status.

iii. Sandwich Sidehillers – Received DES approval for Guinea Pond Trail work in December for three locations.

j) Proposed Wetlands Ordinance Revisions – 2nd hearing Feb 5th 7:30 pm.

k) Stewardship monitoring check-in – Forms are still due for the Bates I and Mutter properties.  Rick will check with Chip K. to see if he is planning to fly over and photograph the lands later this winter.

l) Letter from Fred Hatch re: Wing Rd property – A letter has been received from Dr. Hatch acknowledging the SCC response.

5. New Business

a) Wetland permits – 

i. Violation report –  9 Merriman Point Road.  This involves a modification to a nonconforming accessory structure without permit or approval.  The Board of Selectmen have filed a complaint with regard to the modification.

b) SCC Membership renewals / solicit new members – One new member and two new alternates to the SCC are being sought.  Potentially interested persons should follow up with a letter to the Board of Selectmen indicating their interest.

c) Bearcamp Trail clean-up – The 2008 date for this event will be Saturday, April 26.  The lower section of the trail near the Tamworth town line will be a priority.

d) Announcements / Events

i. Jan 31st, Ossipee Watershed Coalition meeting, Runnells Hall 7 pm.

ii. March 27 WAP Workshop, Remick Museum 7-9 pm.

The meeting was adjourned @ 8:05 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,
Dave Chase, Secretary

Next meeting:  Wednesday, February 27th at 7:00 p.m., Town Hall

