Minutes of Sandwich Conservation Commission
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These minutes have been posted for your convenience. Current minutes have not yet been approved by the Conservation Commission

2December 19, 2007


3November 28, 2007


5October 24, 2007


6September 26, 2007


8August 29, 2007


9July 25, 2007


10June 27, 2007


12May 2, 2007


13March 28, 2007


15January 31, 2007



. 

December 19, 2007
Members attending:

Bob Coulter, Rick Van De Poll (Acting Secretary)
Members absent:

Peter Booty (Alternate), Dave Chase, John Ducsai, Jocelyn Gutchess, Eric Morse, Bob Rowan (Selectmen’s Representative), Caroline Snyder

The meeting was called to order @ 7:07 p.m. by Rick Van de Poll.
1. Approval of SCC minutes of October 24, 2007 and November 28, 2007 were postponed until January 

2. Old Business

a) Wetland Permits – 

i. Sandwich Town Beach Boat Ramp – it was noted that NHDES has sent a letter requesting more information relative to this Standard Dredge and Fill Permit, specifically, requesting a letter from NH Natural Heritage Bureau indicating a review of the site for rare & endangered species or exemplary natural communities. Van de Poll noted that there are none present in the boat ramp area that would be affected by the work.

ii. Bliss - this PBN is still listed as “more information needed” on 12-19-07

b) Stewardship monitoring check-in – Bob Coulter has turned in his monitoring report form for Stevens (Red Hill Pond); outstanding are: Bates I, II, Cook I & II, Coolidge, Emerson I, II & III, Mutter and Myers

c) Rick noted that he presented the SCC ideas for Capital Improvements to the CIP Committee on Dec 5th. Included in the discussion was the support for digitizing the Town’s tax maps, part of the cost of which may be appropriately derived from the revaluation fund according to C. McNall. This was discussed in the context of supporting long-term conservation planning for the Town’s natural resources (among other purposes).

2. New Business

a) Wetland permits – none

b) Letter from Fred Hatch – a letter was received from Fred Hatch indicating that he never received word back from the SCC after he appeared before the Commission in July regarding his Wing Road property. He requested (again) feedback on his proposal to have the Conservation Commission secure an easement for his property. Rick reprinted the letter he had drafted and sent in July to Mr. Hatch. In this letter (which was approved by the SCC), he indicated that the Commission’s felt this property was too small and mostly comprised of undevelopable back land for them to take an active interest at this time. The July letter was sent again to Mr. Hatch with a cover note.

c) Announcements / Events

i.  Jan 3rd public hearing by the Sandwich Planning Board on proposed wetland ordinance changes

ii. January 12th Land Use Clerks Works – LGC

iii. Next SCC Meeting Wed January 30 at 7 pm.

The meeting was adjourned @ 7:25 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,
Rick Van de Poll, Acting Secretary

Next meeting:  Wednesday, January 30th at 7:00 p.m., Town Hall
November 28, 2007
Members attending:

Bob Coulter, Caroline Snyder, Rick Van De Poll
Members absent:

Peter Booty (Alternate), Dave Chase, John Ducsai, Jocelyn Gutchess, Eric Morse, Bob Rowan (Selectmen’s Representative)

The meeting was called to order @ 7:00 p.m. by Rick Van de Poll.
3. SCC minutes of October 24, 2007 were reviewed and unofficially approved. 

4. Old Business

d) Wetland Permits – 

i. McIlvain – site restoration report was submitted by Van de Poll on November 16 with photos of active wildlife on the site

ii. Emerson – Rick spoke with Jill Rawson who stated that her engineer/contractor had done work on the Red Hill Pond dam and it was inspected by the state, although no report has yet been filed or received

iii. Harding – Rick called Ned, looked up the PBN on line and found that the permit by notification was approved.

iv. Bliss - permit by notification was held up for more information by the applicant, with the principal omission the mean high water line on the site sketch. Rick conducted a site visit on Nov 25 and found no indication of work. He also noted that there is no dock facility at the beach even though the state requested information about one. [Note: this PBN is still listed as “more information needed” on 11-29-07]

e) Cook gravel pit – the reclamation process has proceeded to the point of only requiring mulch and seed, although it is unclear whether or not the Cooks will attempt this at this late date.

f) Stewardship monitoring – new monitoring sheets were handed out to Carolyn (Mutter) and Bob (Stevens) and Rick (Bates, Cook, Red Hill Pond). Procedures were discussed. Although offered by the state, no further assistance was identified for the Commission at this time. It was noted that John Ducsai turned in his monitoring report from Heritage Woods and no problems were encountered.

g) Rick noted that he and Dave Chase presented on the SCC budget at the Budget Committee hearing on Nov. 7th and that it was approved by the committee. This year’s request is for $8701.90 is 8.35% less than last year’s request mostly due to the drop in anticipated costs for the Five Days of Sandwich.

3. New Business

a) Fiscal activity

i. NHACC dues of $175 were paid in November

ii. Water quality monitoring contribution (budget approved) of $400 was paid to the Green Mountain Conservation Group (GMCG)

b) Wetland permits –

i. Town of Sandwich boat ramp – Letter of support was drafted by Rick and approved by vote to support the proposed wetland permit filed on Nov. 16th by the Town of Sandwich for improvements to the Town’s boat ramp near Sandwich beach. At issue is the deep hole created by power-loading boats at the end of the extant ramp. The permit is for adding 4 new concrete logs onto the end of the existing ramp to create a safer, erosion-resistant ramp for boaters.

c) Announcements / Events

i.  CIP meeting Wed Dec 5th at the library. Some discussion was had about two projects that Rick plans to present to the CIP Committee for conservation-related projects, the first of which, digitizing the Town tax maps, was favored by the members present. The second project, a Natural Resources Inventory (NRI) did not get as much support.

ii. Dec 6th – Ossipee Watershed Coalition presentation of the Natural Resources Guidebook to the Planning Board – 7 pm

iii. Dec 19th 7 pm - next SCC meeting (to avoid Christmas holiday)

The meeting was adjourned @ 7:52 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,
Rick Van de Poll, Acting Secretary

Next meeting:  Wednesday, December 19 at 7:00 p.m., Town Hall
October 24, 2007

Members attending:

Dave Chase, Bob Coulter, John Ducsai, Jocelyn Gutchess, Eric Morse, Rick Van De Poll
Members absent:

Peter Booty (Alternate), Caroline Snyder, Bob Rowan (Selectmen’s Representative)

The meeting was called to order @ 7:00 p.m. by Rick Van de Poll.
5. SCC minutes of September 26, 2007 were approved. 

6. Old Business

d) Wetland Permits – 

i. McIlvain – site restoration has been completed.

ii. Emerson – the impending Red Hill Pond dam repair was discussed.  Rick will contact Jill Rawson to follow up with her regarding it.

iii. Harding – permit by notification was considered and approved.

iv. Bliss - permit by notification was considered and approved.

e) Red Hill Pond access road blockage – the town has installed additional boulders to prevent improper access, which appears to be working.  Bob Rowan is pursuing a new sign for the site.

f) Cook gravel pit – the reclamation process is proceeding well, with mulch and seed to be in place shortly.

g) Stewardship monitoring – responsibility for SCC easements was reviewed and assignments clarified.

4. New Business

a) Budget review (Nov 7th hearing) - a proposed 2008 SCC budget was discussed and agreed upon for presentation at the upcoming 11/7 meeting.

b) Wetland permits –

i. Sandwich Fair Grounds – some work has been done in the tractor pull area that may require permitting.  Rick is following up.

ii. Sandwich Sidehillers – provided notification to the SCC of a foot bridge being installed on the Guinea Pond Trail.

iii. Barnard chicken coop – again, some permitting may be required.

c) Visny – Assignment of Reversionary Rights – the SCC received a copy of the document assigning reversionary rights to the town on the Visny parcel..

d) Announcements / Events

i.  NHACC Annual Meeting 11-3-07

ii. Next SCC meeting 11-28-07

iii. 11-16-07 Carbon Coalition mtg., Benz Ctr.

The meeting was adjourned @ 8:07 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,
Dave Chase, Secretary

Next meeting:  Wednesday, November 28 at 7:00 p.m., Town Hall

September 26, 2007

Members attending:

Dave Chase, Bob Coulter, Jocelyn Gutchess, Caroline Snyder, Bob Rowan (Selectmen’s Representative)
Members absent:

Peter Booty (Alternate), John Ducsai, Carolie Martin (Alternate), Eric Morse, Rick Van De Poll

The meeting was called to order @ 7:05 p.m. by Dave Chase, acting as Chair in Rick Van de Poll’s absence.
7. SCC minutes of August 29, 2007 were approved with one minor amendment.

8. Old Business

a)  Wetland Permits – the Bilodeau’s received permit approval from DES.              

b) Rick secured access blockage to the Red Hill Pond road, but Bob Coulter reports that there is evidence that people are still driving around it.  Bob Rowan will accompany Bob Coulter to investigate and take appropriate action with the police department.

c) Bob Rowan reports that the situation regarding the Cook Gravel Pit is currently at a standstill pending an upcoming meeting with an attorney involved in the situation.  Work at the Ambrose Gravel Pit continues on schedule and is meeting or exceeding expectations.

d) Jocelyn Gutchess brought up a question that came up in the course of her monitoring of the Myers Easement relative to landowner responsibility for certain easement terms which Bob Rowan addressed.

5. New Business

a) The budget review for the Budget Committee hearing on November 7 will take place at the next SCC meeting.

b) Wetland permits –  none.

c) Dave Chase notified the SCC that Denley Emerson has received an LOD from the DES regarding conditions at the Red Hill River Dam.  Dave has contacted Jill Rawson to be sure that the letter was received.

d) The SCC has been asked to contribute $250 to archive some historic SCC materials contributed by Rudy Carlson.  After discussion, the Commission voted to expend the monies to archive appropriate materials from Rudy’s contribution.




e) SCC member Jocelyn Gutchess announced her intention to begin spending part of the year in Hanover and asked if the SCC would like her to resign because of this.  As Jocelyn will continue to live in Sandwich for enough time each year to still be considered a resident and as she expects to continue to attend 8 or 9 out of the 12 SCC meetings each year, she was strongly encouraged to continue her service as a member.  

f) Announcements / Events – Dave notified SCC members that these are being filed on top of the mail in the SCC mailbox for easy access by members.

g) Bob Rowan summarized a public meeting held on Tuesday, September 25 with the Town’s Attorney discussing a variety of ethical issues and situations meriting recusal for citizens serving in certain elected or appointed town capacities.  Bob provided a handout which is available at the Selectmen’s Office for any SCC members who would like a copy.

h) The October SCC meeting was moved by SCC vote from Wednesday, October 31 to Wednesday, October 24 in consideration of Halloween.  The meeting will take place in the Town Hall directly across from our normal meeting room, as budget hearings will be in session that evening.

The meeting was adjourned @ 7:39 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,
Dave Chase, Secretary

Next meeting:  Wednesday, October 24 at 7:00 p.m., Town Hall

August 29, 2007

Attending:

Rick Van de Poll, Robert Coulter, Jocelyn Gutchess, Carolie Martin,

Caroline Snyder

Fred Hatch from Meredith, who owns a 32-acre woodlot off Wing Road (23  R8),

asked for an opinion from the Commission about placing this land under a

conservation easement. He mentioned that the land included part of a beaver

Pond and that the Wing Road is under pressure of being developed.

After the presentation, the commission voted 5-0 not to consider this lot for a 

Conservation easement, mentioning various reasons, including the fact that there

would be no public access.  Rick was asked to send Mr. Hatch a letter, which included

the reasons why the commission voted as it did. 

Wetlands Permit:

Bilodeau revised his plan by relocating the long driveway.

Various members volunteered to do the Easement Monitoring

of ten Sandwich sites.

Rick gave an up-date on the SLCS Wagner lands

Jocelyn had $300 worth of Bearcamp Trail Maps printed which are

being sold  at the General Store, North Sandwich Store, and The Other Store in Tamworth and are available at no charge at the Town Hall.

47 boats have been intercepted to prevent milfoil contamination of Squam

Lake.  

Respectfully submitted

Caroline Snyder

July 25, 2007

Members attending:

Dave Chase, Bob Coulter, Rick Van de Poll, 
Members absent:

Peter Booty (Alternate), John Ducsai, Jocelyn Gutchess, Carolie Martin (Alternate), Eric Morse, Caroline Snyder, Bob Rowan (Selectmen’s Representative)

Additional persons present:  Colby Lenintine
The meeting was called to order @ 7:03 p.m. by Rick Van de Poll.
9. SCC minutes of May 30, 2007 and June 27, 2007 were deferred for approval to the August meeting, as there was not a quorum of members.

10. Old Business

i) Cook Gravel Pit – Rick shared some photographs he had recently taken of progress at the site.  At this point, it appears that most of the reclamation work that was required has been accomplished.

j) Ambrose pit closure – no additional information at this time.

k) Wetland Permits – McIlvain – Bean Lot Permit by Notification – Rick shared the PBN document and it was signed on behalf of the SCC.

l) Town Forestry Committee update – no additional information at this time.

6. New Business

a) Wetland permits – 

i. Bliss Squam Trust – beach replenishment – Colby Lenintine appeared before the committee regarding the PBN he is completing for this work to be sure he is in compliance with all requirements and expectations.

b) Letter to Dan Reidy – SCC members present signed a letter thanking Dan for his good work on this year’s Five Days of Sandwich program.

c) Easement monitoring – The following is the SCC easement monitoring requirement for this year.  SCC members are encouraged to sign up for unclaimed slots and/or to assist with claimed slots.

i. Bates – Cap’t Neal Brook
Van de Poll

ii. Bates – Young Mtn/pit


iii. Cook (Gravel Pit)

iv. Coolidge (Roger)

Van de Poll

v. Heritage Woods

Ducsai

vi. Mutter
- Young Mtn

vii. Myers



Gutchess

viii. Red Hill Pd – Henry

Coulter

ix. Red Hill Pd – Emerson

x. Red Hill Pd – Read

Van de Poll

d) Announcements / Events

i. Aug 18 – SLCS Annual Meeting & NEFFA hikes

The meeting was adjourned @ 7:39 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,
Dave Chase, Secretary

Next meeting:  Wednesday, August 29 at 7:00 p.m., Town Hall

June 27, 2007

Members attending:

Dave Chase, Eric Morse, Caroline Snyder, Rick Van de Poll, Bob Rowan (Selectmen’s Representative) 
Members absent:

Peter Booty (Alternate), Robert Coulter, John Ducsai, Jocelyn Gutchess, Carolie Martin (Alternate)
The meeting was called to order @ 7:10 p.m. by Rick Van de Poll.
SCC minutes of May 30, 2007 were deferred for approval to the July meeting.
Old Business

a.)
Ambrose Gravel Pit Closure – Bob Rowan reported that the Selectmen have obtained a $20,000 bond from Ambrose relative to the pit closure.  There will be a meeting at 9:00 a.m. on Saturday, June 30 to discuss the closure and tour the site.  Participants should meet at the Town Hall.  A blueprint of the Ambrose pit is available for review in the SCC mailbox.

b.)
Wetland Permits – none to review at this time.

Other SCC Actions –

McIlvain – A summary of the successful restoration process has been received.

OVSC – A report from Chip Kimball regarding progress on the site was reviewed.

Crory – The DES has granted permission for forestry management/timber harvest activities on the Crory property on Range Road.

Staniscia – Rick tested the lot on Stevenson Hill for possible intermittent stream crossing without a permit.  He found no evidence that this has occurred.

DiMatteo – Rick and Bob Rowan will review the lot on Wing Road, which may require a culvert at the junction of the driveway and road.

c.)
Rick reported continued progress on the SLCS conservation effort to put both the Wagner and Cheney lands under conservation easements.  Some 15,000 acres will be protected by easement if this effort is successful.

d.)
Rick will check in with Peter Pohl and notify SCC members when the next meeting with the Town Forest Committee will be.

New Business

a.)
Wetlands permits – no new permits at this time.

b.)
Annnouncements/Events -

Five Days of Sandwich – The program is in its first week of operation and proceeding well.

NHLCC meeting – Friday, June 29

SLNSC program on Osprey – Thursday, July 5

Celebration of addition of wilderness lands to WMNF – Thursday, July 5

Bob Rowan announced that the Selectmen are considering the adoption of a Driveway Permit for the town.  This would help insure that driveways being put in are constructed in accordance with all relevant best practices.

The meeting was adjourned @ 7:45 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,
Dave Chase, Secretary

Next meeting:  Wednesday, July 25 at 7:00 p.m., Town Hall

May 2, 2007

Members attending:

Dave Chase, Robert Coulter, Jocelyn Gutchess, Eric Morse, Caroline Snyder, Rick Van de Poll
Members absent:

Peter Booty (Alternate), John Ducsai, Carol Jowdy (Alternate), Carolie Martin (Alternate), Selectmen Representative
Also present:

Dan Reidy

The meeting was called to order @ 7:02 p.m. by Rick Van de Poll.
SCC minutes of March 28, 2007 were approved.
Old Business

Cook Gravel Pit Agreement & future monitoring – The Selectmen have signed an agreement with the Cook’s that will resolve the issues surrounding continued uses of their gravel pit inconsistent with an easement on the site that went into effect in 2007.  The SCC retains on-going inspection privileges relative to the site.  A copy of the agreement is available in the SCC mailbox.

Wetland Permits -

McIlvain - Restoration Plan has been approved.  Deb Ambrose and Rick will meet at the site on 5/14 to discuss the work to be done.

Bilodeau – DES has requested additional information relative to their permit application.

Climate Change Resolution action – There will be a meeting on June 2 of the Carbon Coalition Steering Committee.  Rick has additional information if you need it.

New Business

Five Days of Sandwich – Dan Reidy provided an overview of the 2007 program to the SCC.  Members expressed their continued enthusiastic support of his efforts.

Rick reviewed the town’s Representation Policy and reminded SCC members of the importance of strictly adhering to it.

The Bearcamp River Trail cleanup on April 28 was successful.  There are still some sections of the trail that need further work, however.

Announcements/Events –

Rick has completed the NHACC survey.

There is a Wildlife Action Plan Training on June 18 from 6:30 – 9:00 p.m. at the SLA Headquarters in Holderness.

The GMCG has a need for Water Quality Monitors for its two sites in Sandwich.

The Sandwich Children’s Center will be hosting a meeting on Thursday, May 10 at 5:30 p.m. to explore the possibility of creating a Natural Playground on site.

There are a host of other opportunities for workshops, conferences, clinics, etc. – all information is kept in the SCC mailbox and can be reviewed by SCC members at your convenience.

The meeting was adjourned @ 8:20 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,
Dave Chase, Secretary

Next meeting:  Wednesday, May 30 at 7:00 p.m., Town Hall

March 28, 2007

Members attending:

Dave Chase, Robert Coulter, Jocelyn Gutchess, Eric Morse (Alternate), Caroline Snyder, Bob Rowan (selectman)

Members absent:

Peter Booty (Alternate), John Ducsai, Gordon Ford, Carolie Martin (Alternate), Rick Van De Poll
Also present:

Carol Jowdy, Steve Walker
The meeting was called to order @ 7:00 p.m. by Dave Chase, acting as Chair in Rick Van  De Poll’s absence.
SCC minutes of February 28, 2007 were reviewed and approved with revisions (see attached revised minutes).
Old Business

Steve Walker of New Hampshire’s LCIP program gave a short presentation on conservation easements and presented the Commission with a filing packet and system that could be used to track easements that the SCC is responsible for monitoring.

There are no status changes in any wetlands permits currently in process.
The tree at Red Hill Pond which was identified as a hazard has been removed.
New Business

Bob Rowan provided an overview of this year’s Lake Host Program, which monitors boats entering selected local bodies of water in Sandwich for milfoil and other aquatic invasive species, and asked if the SCC would be willing to continue to support the program.  The Commission voted to express its support for the 2007 Lake Host Program at approximately the same funding level as was provided for the 2006 program.
There are no new wetlands permits at this time.

Photographs taken of selected SCC easements by Chip Kimball on a recent monitoring flight were circulated for review among Commission members.

A variety of upcoming workshops and conferences of interest were announced.  Information about those events will be kept in the SCC mailbox to be available to SCC members for review.

The annual cleanup of the Bearcamp River Trail will take place on Saturday, April 28.  SCC members will meet in the Town Hall parking lot at 9:00 a.m. that day and divide up to work on various parts of the trail.  Further details on the cleanup will be forthcoming and the event will be discussed in more detail at the April SCC meeting.

Bob Rowan asked if the SCC would be willing to accept revertership from the nephew of John Visny on the parcel of land given by Mr. Visny to the Chapman Wildbird Sanctuary.  Following discussion, the Commission voted to accept revertership should the opportunity to do so arise.
The meeting was adjourned @ 8:15 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,
Dave Chase, Secretary
January 31, 2007

Members attending: Rick Van de Poll (Chair), Bob Coulter, Jocelyn Gutchess, Carolie Martin, Eric Morse, Bob Rowan (Selectman).

Members absent: John Ducsai, Gordon Ford, David Chase, Caroline Snyder, Peter Booty (alternate), Peter Bernard (alternate).

Visitor: Scott Moriearty, Upper Road

The meeting was called to order at 7:08

1. Minutes of December 27, 2006: Since no one had received a copy of the Minutes, consideration of those Minutes will be delayed until the February meeting.

2. Wetlands Permits: The committee reviewed a draft of a letter of approval to the N.H. Wetlands Bureau regarding the dredge and fill application and restoration plan submitted by Claudia and Thomas McIlvain, Map R08, Lots 4 and 5, and Map R09, Lot 48. Rick Van de Poll recused himself from this discussion since was involved in the preparation of the application. The application involves 4 wetlands crossings and one fill. The McIlvains plan to restore affected areas along the Bearcamp River. A motion was made and seconded to support the application for a wetlands permit, and approved unanimously.

3. In order to avoid problems in case of absences or recusal of the Chair, the Commission members agreed Vice Chair should be appointed. An appropriate motion was made, seconded, and approved unanimously.

4. Scott and Sandra Bilodeau have filled a standard dredge and fill application so that they can build on their lot, Map R4 Lot 16, on Upper Road. The Bilodeaus initially applied for a building permit for a house on land closer to Upper Road, but were denied by the Sandwich Zoning Board of Appeals, and by the State Superior court to which they appealed. They have now filed an application to build on higher ground at the back of their lot. Arrangements were made for members of the SCC to participate in a site visit on Sunday, Feb. 4 at 10 AM. Mr. Moriearty whose property abuts the Bilodeau property stated that he would not oppose the application if it meets the conditions of the Town Ordinance.

5. Old business: No new developments were reported on the Bates property.

Regarding the Cook gravel pit restoration project, the owners have a year, from 12/26/06 to 12/26/07, to complete closure. SCC has been requested by the Planning Board to oversee this process. 

6. Rick reported on his meeting with Steve Walker of the N.H. Office of Energy and Planning. Mr. Walker is in charge of stewardship of the LCHIP easements, several of which are in Sandwich. He has offered to prepare and make available to the SCC detailed documentation report folders on each of our eleven easement properties. Rick also indicated that he would draft a form for the SCC to use with present and future easements to cover baseline data including a fact sheet and photos.

7. The Commission discussed membership. Bob Coulter, Caroline Snyder, and Gordon Ford terms of office will expire in March this year. Bob has agreed to continue for another three year term. Eric Morse has agreed to replace Caroline Snyder if she steps down. Carol Jowdy has agreed to join the SCC as an alternate. Other candidates are needed.

8. Several announcements were made. There will be a workshop in Concord Feb. 15 for local Conservation Commission members. And Rick is scheduled to make a presentation on the Squam Range conservation plans at the Library on March 8.

The meeting was adjourned at 8:30

The next meeting Wednesday, March 28

Respectfully submitted: Jocelyn Gutchess, Secretary pro tem

