Minutes of Sandwich Conservation Commission
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These minutes have been posted for your convenience. Current minutes have not yet been approved by the Conservation Commission. 

2December 28, 2006


3November 29, 2006
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8June 28, 2006 – Final Minutes


10May 31, 2006


12April 26, 2006


13January 25, 2006





December 28, 2006

Members attending:

Rick Van De Poll, Bob Rowan (selectman)

Members absent:

Jocelyn Gutchess, Dave Chase, Caroline Snyder, Carol Martin, John Ducsai, Gordon Ford, Eric Morse (alternate), Peter Booty (alternate).

Also present:

Carol Jowdy

Meeting called to order @ 07:05pm.

SCC minutes of November 29, 2006 were reviewed but deferred for approval due to lack of quorum.

Member list was reviewed for active participants and their terms; Van de Poll agreed to contact the three members up for renewal: Bob Coulter, Gordon Ford, and Caroline Snyder. 

Old Business

Wetland permits – McIlvain: current after-the-fact permit under review, and may take 3 months; discussion on submitting SCC approval deferred until quorum present. Meanwhile, a minimum forestry notification was filed; Will Dunn to do the cutting; also, the Bean Mill property was purchased by McIlvain and is being fixed up. Bob will check on forestry activities.

Discussion of Bates” property (Map R5 Lot 8) conservation easement. There were only minor changes made that have to deal with the right to salvage logging by the Grantee if the Grantor fails to complete. The clause about allowing the Grantee to give special permission “to a third party” to create trails and use mechanized vehicles to do so was removed. The Selectmen will hold a work session next week to approve subsequent to the recent SCC approval in order to meet a January 10 deadline. There was some discussion about Joyce Lena’s concern about possible parking violations if the new McCrillis Trail gets put in.

Cook Gravel Pit update – Only plan in place is the existing map dated 1991, which shows areas to be reclaimed and a new road alignment, which was already done. 3:1 maximum slopes are to be adhered to. No new blasting is to occur now that deadline has passed.

New Business

Eric Morse mentioned (via email) that there is a hazard tree at the Red Hill Pond trailhead.

A letter from Cathy Graham was sent reminding the SCC about end-of-the-year reports and budget finalization. Rick agreed to write up the year-end summary.

Steve Walker from the Office and Energy and Planning sent a letter reminding us about conservation easements and offered to provide assistance. We will discuss further at our next meeting.

The NHDES Update workshop on January 25th in Concord was mentioned. There is also another session in March.

The meeting was adjourned @ 09:10pm.

November 29, 2006

Members attending:

Rick Van De Poll, Bob Coulter, Carol Martin, John Ducsai

Members absent:

Jocelyn Gutchess, Dave Chase, Caroline Snyder, Gordon Ford, Eric Morse (alternate), Peter Booty (alternate), Bob Rowan (selectman).

Also present:

Carol Jowdy

Meeting called to order @ 07:02pm.

SCC minutes of October 25, 2006 approved.

Old Business

Discussed easement monitoring reports – Myer’s property report completed, and received. Bob talked with Grace Henry and will do that lot. John D. and Rick V. to do Homestead  back lot this weekend. Rick V. to call Chip to inquire about flight over properties.

Discussion of Bate’s property (Map R5 Lot 8) proposed conservation easement. Copies of a map provided by Mr. Bates were distributed to the SCC members present.  Commission felt the language in the proposed easement does not offer enough protection. Some changes were proposed and Rick Van de Poll will draft the changes and send to Bates and Commission, and a special meeting will be posted to be held on 12-05-2006 7:00pm in order to come to an agreement before the next Planning Board meeting of 12-07-2006.

Discussed a second printing of the Bearcamp River Trail Maps. Jocelyn to coordinate with Over the Hill Hikers.

Cook Gravel Pit update – SCC plans to attend a work session with the BOS and Cooks to review/discuss the Restoration Plan and possible implementation of NH State restoration guidelines as an alternative.

New Business

Carol Jowdy presented the idea of a Conservation Easement for the Walsh property on Grove St. in the Village (Map U-2 Lot 47).

The SCC is in agreement that the property would be an asset to the town with a possible nature trail / town open space theme. Carol Jowdy will update on the progress of her dealings with the Walsh estate.

The meeting was adjourned @ 09:10pm.

September 27, 2006

Members attending: Dave Chase, Bob Coulter, Jocelyn Gutchess, John Ducsai, Bob Rowan (Selectman).

Members absent:  Peter Booty (alternate), Gordon Ford, Eric Morse (alternate), Caroline Snyder, Rick Van de Poll. 

The meeting was called to order at 7:45 p.m. by Dave Chase, acting as Chair in the absence of Rick Van de Poll.

SCC minutes of August 30, 2006 were approved.  

Old Business

Wetland Permits – none at this time.

Rick will be contacting the Forest Society relative to possible training for SCC members for conservation easement monitoring.  Rick is also organizing the LCIP reporting sheets presently and will distribute them soon to SCC members monitoring easements this fall.

The SCC voted its support of a sale of town land at Sandwich Slopes Road Map R1 Lot 77.

New Business

Wetlands Permits – none at this time.  

Copies of previous SCC budgets from 2004 – 2006 were distributed to give members a sense of the SCC budget in current and previous years.  The proposed 2007 SCC budget will be considered at the meeting of the Budget Advisory Committee on Wednesday, October 18.  All SCC members are welcome to attend.  SCC members and others interested in providing input relative to next year’s SCC budget should follow up with Rick Van de Poll relative to the process for doing so.

Craig Evans, who is organizing the Town Archives, has invited SCC input relative to Conservation Commission materials that the SCC feels should be archived.  To this end, Craig has provided the SCC with a list of Commission-related materials that potentially could be archived.  This list will be kept in the SCC mailbox in the Town Hall until the next SCC meeting on 10/25.  SCC members may access that list at their convenience and indicate by their initials any materials that they feel should be either kept (indicate with a K) or deleted (indicate with a D).

The SCC voted its support of Dagmar Ponzy’s desire to donate a conservation easement of property on Kusumpe Pond to the Squam Lakes Conservation Society.  Rick will draft a letter to the law firm of McKane, Mattson, and Lattici expressing that support.

The SCC voted to submit a letter to the Selectmen requesting approval to accept a gift of property comprising approximately 2.5 acres on Upper Road (R8 L50) offered by Earle Peaslee.

Announcements / Events:

NHDES Watershed workshop – November

The meeting was adjourned at 8:30 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Dave Chase, Secretary

Next meeting:  Wednesday, October 25 at 7:00 p.m.

Final Minutes

August 30, 2006

Members attending: Dave Chase, Bob Coulter, Jocelyn Gutchess, Rick Van de Poll.  Members absent:  Peter Booty, John Ducsai (alternate), Gordon Ford, Eric Morse (alternate), Caroline Snyder, Bob Rowan (Selectman).

The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m.

SCC minutes of July 26, 2006 were approved.  

Old Business

GMCG – has agreed to add the junction of the Cold River and Route 113 to its list of water testing sites.  On 9/11, the DES will be conducting water quality training at this site.  Also, there is a forum on wetlands being conducted by the GMCG this evening that Rick and Dave will attend following this meeting.

Wetland Permits – none at this time.

Rick will be contacting the Forest Society relative to training for SCC members for conservation easement monitoring.

At this time, there is no further news or information relative to the Bearcamp Conservation Land discussed at the July SCC meeting.

Rick summarized revisions he is recommending to the town of Sandwich relative to its existing wetlands ordinances.  The SCC voted in support of those recommendations.

New Business

No new Wetlands Permits at this time.  One recent minor violation involving a small “swimming hole dam” loosely constructed of rocks in the Cold River was reported and has been dealt with.

Peter Booty has asked to step down from his present role on the Commission but is willing to continue to serve as an Alternate.  John Ducsai has expressed a willingness to step into the role Peter is vacating.  There is currently one opening for an Alternate on the Commission.

Correspondence and Announcements/Events were summarized.
The meeting was adjourned at 7:30 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Dave Chase, Secretary

Next meeting:  Wednesday, September 27 at 7:00 p.m.

Final Minutes

July 26, 2006

Members attending: Dave Chase, Bob Coulter, Jocelyn Gutchess, Bob Rowan (Selectmen’s Representative), Rick Van de Poll.  Members absent:  Peter Booty, John Ducsai (alternate), Gordon Ford, Eric Morse (alternate), Caroline Snyder.

The meeting was called to order at 7:02 p.m.

SCC minutes of June 28, 2006 were approved.  

Old Business

Five Days of Sandwich:  Rick read a letter from the Selectmen to Dan Reidy expressing their pleasure with this summer’s program.  He also shared positive feedback he had heard from others in town throughout the summer.   

Wetland Permits:  None.

Red Hill Pond Access:  Bob Rowan shared information he had researched regarding the original 1979 proposed agreement for access from Frank Henry.  Bob believes a copy of the proposed document was eventually signed, but has thus far failed to locate a copy.  He will ask Susan Kimball to research this further.

Conservation Easement Monitoring: Rick is organizing materials to help SCC volunteer easement monitors with their respective properties.

New Business

Wetlands Permits:  None.

GMCG Water Testing:  Tara Schroeder of GMCG has offered to do additional water quality monitoring in Sandwich, but is seeking SCC input regarding where to do so.  Several options were discussed, which Rick will forward to Tara for her review.

Wetlands Maps and Setbacks:  Rick has been informally approached by members of the Planning Board regarding whether or not the SCC might be interested in supporting an eventual revision of the town’s setback requirements.  No decision was made at this meeting, but the SCC would be willing to at least consider proposed revisions.

Davol/Carlson Potential Conservation Easement (Lot 23, R5):  The owners of this parcel have informally approached Rick to see if the SCC might be interested in holding an easement on this land.  Still in an early stage of considering all possibilities relative to the parcel, the owners have agreed to follow up with Rick on this once they have more fully explored the options available to them.

Aquatic Invasives Monitoring:  Rick distributed and summarized the report he produced at the conclusion of invasives monitoring in Squam Lake this summer.  The news is good – all sites examined that have a relatively high potential of harboring invasives do not appear to be doing so at this time.

Announcements of upcoming events of interest were shared.  Bob Rowan inquired as to whether or not the SCC might be willing to accept a small parcel of donated property along the Bear Camp River, if discussions currently on-going with the owner lead in that direction.  The Commission indicated its willingness to do so, should this prove to be an eventual opportunity. 

The meeting was adjourned at 8:30 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Dave Chase, Secretary

Next meeting:  Wednesday, August 30 at 7:00 p.m.

 

June 28, 2006 – Final Minutes

 

Members attending: Dave Chase, Bob Coulter, Gordon Ford, Jocelyn Gutchess, Eric Morse (alternate), Bob Rowan (Selectmen’s Representative), Caroline Snyder, Rick Van de Poll.  Members absent:  Peter Booty, John Ducsai (alternate).

 

The meeting was called to order at 7:02 p.m.

 

SCC minutes of May 31, 2006 were approved.  Peter Barnard, SCC alternate, has moved to Tamworth and therefore is no longer eligible to serve as an alternate on the Commission.

 

Old Business
 

Five Days of Sandwich:  The summer program is off to a good start.  The Conservation Commission will recommend to Dan Reidy that for the conservation projects on Fridays that they work on the Bearcamp River Trail – specifically the section of the trail that runs from Upper Road to Route 113 – as part of the their community service effort.

 

Wetland Permits:

 

McIlvain R08 Lot 05 – This permit is in process relative to work that has already been completed on site.  Based on a site review by NHDES inspector Linda Magoon, a minimum of one stream crossing will need to be addressed – five additional areas of concern are also being reviewed.

 

Bullard R10 Lot 1B – Approval has been given by DES to amend an existing minimum impact permit in order to fill an additional 1328 s.f. of sloping forested wetland near the beginning of the ROW off Little Pond Road next to Adams Hall. 

 

Bryant R2 Lot 14 – Approval has been given by DES – work will begin once water levels recede.

 

Red Hill Pond Access – Rick Van de Poll and Bob Coulter inspected the Red Hill site on Saturday, June 3rd and made an effort to drain some of the wet areas on the access road.  Bob Rowan will follow up on a drafted 1980 agreement between the Henry’s and the town to determine the specifics and whether or not it was ever formalized.

 

New Business
 

No new Wetlands Permits at this time.

 

Conservation Easement Monitoring:

Rick reviewed the easements monitored by the SCC with all present and began to develop a monitoring plan using all interested SCC members (and Chip Kimball, who has expressed a willingness to continue aerial monitoring in the late fall)

 
Announcements/Events – GMCG’s Watershed Weekend July 22-23

 

The meeting was adjourned at 8:00 p.m.

 

Respectfully submitted,

 

 

Dave Chase, Secretary

 

 

Next meeting:  Wednesday, July 26 at 7:00 p.m.
 

FINAL VERSION

May 31, 2006

Members attending: Bob Coulter, John Ducsai (alternate), Bob Rowan (Selectmen’s Representative), Caroline Snyder, Rick Van de Poll.  Members absent:  Peter Barnard (alternate), Peter Booty, Dave Chase, Gordon Ford, Jocelyn Gutchess, Eric Morse (alternate).  

Other attendees:  Cathy Crockford, Dan Reidy.

Rick Van de Poll served as Acting Secretary for this meeting as Dave Chase was absent

The meeting was called to order at 7:05 p.m.

SCC minutes of April 26, 2006 were approved with revisions, noting that Peter Barnard, John Ducsai, and Eric Morse should be noted as alternates.

Municipal Records Committee

Cathy Crockford handed out and reviewed “Right to Know Seminar Notes” and “Committee Recommended Policies for Standardized Minutes, Email Use, & Audio or Digital Recordings.”  She advised the Commission on RSA 91-A, the Right-to-Know Law, as well the retention schedule and municipal records policy. The latter was a product of the Municipal Records Standing Committee, which was formed a few months ago. She also advised on the proper procedures for communications, decisions, as well as submitting and finalizing minutes.

Old Business

Five Days of Sandwich:  Dan Reidy reviewed the draft schedule as printed and circulated by the Selectmen’s Office. He reviewed the draft budget, explained the geocache system and discussed his ideas for possible conservation projects on the Friday of each week. The Commission voted, (motion by Carolyn Baldwin, second by Bob Coulter), to increase this year’s camp fee from $35 to $40. The principal reason for the increase is the increase in boat rental costs. Cathy will follow on liability coverage for the CIT; Rick will follow up on sections of the Bearcamp Trail that could use some trail work as a part of the conservation project.

Wetland Permits:

Beauboeuf R11 Lot 47 – Rick updated the Commission on the findings of the independent review of hydric soils, as commissioned by the Selectmen.

Bryant R2 Lot 14 – Rick advised the Commission on the letter of support he drafted for this project and notice of administrative completeness that was received.

Bullard R10 Lot 1B – amendment – Rick advised on the change to this minimum impact permit that entails the filling of an additional 1328 s.f. of sloping forested wetland near the beginning of the ROW on Little Pond Road. Verbal approval has been given by DES.

Correspondence:

Red Hill Pond Access - Letter received from the Sandwich Sidehillers regarding the placement of gravel and large stones by Ted Adriance in May, as well as the concurrent 4WD damage done during the construction activity. Chip Kimball wrote in the letter that a footbridge was needed across a low, wet spot at the new turn-around area. Bob Rowan indicated that he remembered a 1980 agreement that was drafted between the landowners (the Henrys) and the Town. He was, however, unsure whether or not it was ever formalized. He will try to find it. Rick suggested a meeting by all interested Commissioners on Saturday, June 3rd to inspect the site.

Trail Relocation in WMNF – Rick reviewed correspondence from Carol Jowdy and abutters on Bennett Street regarding the proposed relocation of a snowmobile trail off Mt. Israel Road and off Bennett Street. The period for submitting feedback ended on April 30th. No official response was presented by the Conservation Commission since this involved private land and the White Mountain National Forest.

New Business

Wetlands Permits:

Bullard R10 Lot 23A – Ben Bullard has postponed action on this permit while trying to determine a more appropriate ROW that does not cross any wetlands next to the Cunningham driveway.

McIlvain R08 Lot 05, etc. – Two complaints have been received from people in Town about possible unpermitted filling of wetlands on one or more lots owned by Claudia and Tom McIlvain. Rick will follow up.

Conservation Easement Monitoring:

John Ducsai, Bob Coulter, and Caroline Snyder indicated their interest in assisting in the stewardship monitoring of the Town’s conservation easements. At an upcoming SCC meeting, the easements will be reviewed and a monitoring strategy for 2006 developed.

Announcements/Events – UNHCE Land Protection & Estate Planning – June 7, 2006

LRPC Annual meeting June 26, 2006; UNHCE Tree Steward & Earth Team – Fall 2006

The meeting was adjourned at 8:33 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Rick Van de Poll, Acting Secretary

Next meeting:  Wednesday, June 28 at 7:00 p.m.

Minutes

Final Version

April 26, 2006

Members attending: Peter Booty, Dave Chase, Bob Coulter, John Ducsai (Alternate), Jocelyn Gutchess, Eric Morse (Alternate), Bob Rowan (Selectmen’s Representative), Caroline Snyder.  Members absent:  Peter Barnard (Alternate), Gordon Ford, Rick Van de Poll.  

Other attendees:  Peg Merritt, Tracey Olafsen, Dan Reidy.

Dave Chase served as Chair for this meeting as Rick Van de Poll could not be present.

The meeting was called to order at 7:05 p.m.

SCC minutes of March 29, 2006 were approved.

Old Business

Five Days of Sandwich:  Tracey Olafsen summarized how the program has run in past years and Dan Reidy presented his plans relative to the 2006 program, which will run for three weeks (the final week of June and first two weeks of July).  

Wetland Permits:

Beauboeuf R11 Lot 47 – permit by notification (PBN) denied by the Department of Environmental Services (DES).  Rick Van de Poll has assessed the site and provided feedback relative to that assessment, with both the owner and Selectmen apprised of his findings.

Bearcamp Trail -Clean-up will be held on Saturday, April 29th @ 9:00 a.m. Participants should meet at the Town Hall parking lot.  Dave Chase will be contacting trail section stewards to determine the status of the various parts of the trail.

Conservation Easement Monitoring – those interested in assisting with Conservation Easement monitoring in 2006 should notify Rick Van de Poll of their interest.  At an upcoming SCC meeting, the easements will be reviewed and a monitoring strategy for 2006 developed.

New Business

Wetlands Permits:

Bullard R10 Lot 23A – Ben Bullard initially submitted this request for permit but has asked that it be temporarily suspended pending review of the site by the Selectmen.

Bryant R2 Lot 14 – The SCC reviewed this permit request for reconstruction of a footbridge across the Bearcamp River and will indicate its support for the project to the DES.

Announcements/Events – GMCG Regional Planning meeting on Thursday, May 18 at 7:00 p.m. at the Community School.

The meeting was adjourned at 7:50 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Dave Chase, Secretary

Next meeting:  Wednesday, May 31 at 7:00 p.m.

The minutes were corrected and accepted by the Commission on _____May 31, 2006__.

Sandwich Conservation Commission 
Draft minutes 

January 25, 2006 

Attending:  Chip Kimball, Rick Van de Poll, Peter Booty, Dave Chase, Steve Gaal, Susan Mitchell 

The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. 

Minutes: The minutes from the SCC meeting of 12/28/05 were approved. 
Motorsports Holdings: Rick Van de Poll, temporarily removing himself from his role as a member of the SCC, made an appeal to the Commission to submit a letter to Marjorie Swope of the NHACC requesting that an amicus brief be filed with the NH Supreme Court on behalf of Focus: Tamworth, the plaintiffs in the case concerning Motorsports Holdings, LLC.  After discussion, the Commission voted to submit such a letter, with Rick recused. 
Violations:  Middle Road, R9-L42b.  Dreammakers have followed through with and submitted a revised application addressing the issues relative to their site.  Rick will follow-up with a letter to NHDES and acknowledge receipt of the revised permit. 
Red Hill Pond Access: Chip spoke with the Sidehillers, who have agreed to have work performed and serve as intermediary relative to any funds procured for the work to be done at this site.  The Quimby trustees have been approached for the monies needed, with a contribution provided by the Gaal’s.  Once the necessary funds have been obtained, the Sidehillers will have the actual work done.  In the spring, the SCC with landowner approval will determine work to be done to remediate the trail and the Sidehillers will collaborate on permitting and doing that work later in the year. 
Five Days of Sandwich: It appears that Tracy will not be working with this program this year.  Several other persons are being considered for the job at this time. 
The meeting was adjourned at 8:05. 
Dave Chase, Secretary 
  
Next SCC Meeting:  Wednesday, February 22 at 7:00 p.m. –remember the new time! 

