CENTER SANDWICH HISTORIC DISTRICT
NOVEMBER 18, 2014 MINUTES

PRESENT: Geoffrey Burrows, Virginia Heard, Mary Fleishman, Kaye Greene Board Members.
Also Tom Thiel

Call to Order:  7 pm

Old Business: Approve September 2014 and October 2014 Minutes.

New Business: Kaye has decided to step down as Secretary. The Board needs to choose a new one.

Tom Thiel, for Advice to Players, informed the Board that Advise to the Players will be moving into the Moulton Marston barn when Surroundings closes January 1, 2015. We had a general discussion of signs.  The Players intend to temporally put a banner up to identify the new location.  When a formal plan for a permanent sign is developed the Players will return for approval.
The Board discussed the excellent letter of H. Boone Porter’s on the subject of the Village District submitted to the Planning Board and Historic District Commission.  There was a general opinion that the questions asked in the letter are the questions that need to be asked. The questions are also the questions that need to be answered, but little faith was expressed that the questions would be.
A few minutes were devoted to a discussion of Taxes.  The Selectmen seem committed to full speed ahead on spending, commonly sold to the public as infrastructure. They are determined to ram the Sewer expansion in the Historic District down our throats. Couple the ever expanding expense of our Town Departments to the reality no one discusses: Less than 30% of Sandwich Tax base pays their Fair-Share leads to the question: “How can just the few keep funding this spending?”
The Board was still amused by the no answer to a question at the first hearing of the Planning Board about Village Districts, “Are there any Village Districts in the area and what impact do they have on their towns” It was suggested that the Town might be better served if candidates for our Boards are provided an orientation to be better prepared to serve on the particular Board.  The answer is always, “We can’t do that because it is so hard to get people to serve.”  The question that needs to be answered “Is the Town served by an uninformed Board?  Is the Town served by a Board that simply has on paper the correct number of members?”  Our Selectmen’s Representative does not come to our meetings!  It is not just the current Representative, it has been business as usual for almost 20 years.
Adjourn 7:50 pm.

Respectfully submitted

Geoffrey Burrows, Chairman

