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These minutes have been posted for your convenience. The current minutes have not been approved by the Historic District Commission. 

Sandwich Historic District Commission

2005
Sandwich Historic District Commission
Monthly Meeting

2Tuesday, November 15, 2005


3Tuesday, October 18, 2005


5Tuesday, September 20, 2005


6Tuesday, August 16, 2005


8Tuesday, June 21, 2005


10Tuesday, May 17, 2004


11Tuesday, April 19, 2005






Tuesday, November 15, 2005 

Present:  Kevin Sayers (chairman), Geoff Burrows, Robin Dustin, Tom Shevenell, Bill Smith and Barbara Kerr (selectman representative) 
Not Present: Marcia Allen and Joan Little 
Others Present:  Claire Smith 

The chairman called the meeting to order at 7:33 PM. 

The minutes of October 18, 2005, were read. 
Bill moved they be accepted; Tom seconded; approved. 

Application I 
Bill steps aside as a voting member. 
Bill and Claire Smith, 51 Skinner Street, Map U2, Lot 34 
They are requesting to put a 16’ x 16’ addition on the back of the present house.  The addition will replace one half of the current screen porch plus an extension of 8’ x 16.’  The new construction and porch will have a roof to match the asphalt shingles of the existing house; siding will be painted shingles to match what is there; and windows will be 6 over 6, the same size and design as the present house. 
Tom moved we approve this application; Geoff seconded; approved. 
Bill reinstated as a voting member. 

Old Business 
State sign on triangle in front of General Store 
 Tom emailed an acquaintance of his at NHDOT and was given the name of Mary Ann Wells (271-8124) in the Traffic Bureau.  She might be of help for signage in historic villages.  Robin will try getting in touch with her. 
HDC Guidelines 
 Tom suggested we put together a series of frequently asked questions and issues that seem unclear regarding the HDC requirements.  These would be sent out to all property owners of the sixty-nine (69) buildings in the district. 
When applications are due fifteen days prior to the next meeting, Kevin will go into the town office and check them over to see if they are complete; refusing any that are not, and deciding what information gets copied to be sent out to the members. 

Bill moved we adjourn; Geoff seconded; approved. 
Meeting adjourned at 8:29 PM 

Respectfully submitted, 
Robin Dustin 

Tuesday, October 18, 2005 

Present:  Tom Shevenell (acting chairman), Geoff Burrows, Robin Dustin, Joan Little and Barbara Kerr (selectman representative) 
Others Present:  Charlie Kuehn and Steve Danielovich 
Not Present: Kevin Sayers, Marcia Allen and Bill Smith 

The meeting was called to order at 7:34PM. 

Application I 
Sandwich Children’s Center; 54 Maple Street, Map U1, Lot 40 
They are requesting permission to use charcoal gray metal roofing on the east extension of the children’s center. It has a very low sloping pitch.  The color is similar to that on the old Quimby School building across the street from SCC, and on Tim and Jennifer Britt’s house on Grove Street. 
Tom moves we approve this application; Joan seconded; approved. 
 Application II 
Quimby Trustees, 8 Maple Street (Frost Lot), Map U1, Lot35 
They are asking to install two more pole lights on the northeast side of the ice skating rink.  They will have an auto shut-off switch and bulbs the same as the current two on the town hall side of the rink.  Tom points out that we need specifics on the kind of lighting and wattage they are requesting.  Steve thought it was included in the original application for the first two lights.  We did not find any specs.  Our HDC Guidelines say, “Incandescent lighting is to be used.” Steve will get the information to HDC right away. 
Geoff moved we approve this application and those who are making the installation  are to use   incandescent lights on the new poles, directed down onto the rink, with wattage not to exceed the existing lights as of Oct 18, 2005; Robin seconded; approved. 
Tom, as acting chair, will go into selectmen’s office and look at applications submitted.  If any information is incomplete, he will send it back to the applicant, and not put it on the agenda. 

The HDC minutes for September 20, 2005 were read and approved. 

We discussed the Right to Know Law in relation to our discussing applications after the applicant is excused.  The law states, “All votes must be taken in open session and not by secret ballot.” We can hear each application, carry on any other business we have and make our decisions at the end of the meeting.  If people wish to stay, they may, or we will notify them shortly after the meeting by phone or mail. 

Signage – Robin called the NHDOT and spoke with Carl Hussey who said our white and black directional sign in front of the general store did not fit state requirements as it did not use reflector letters.  He suggested writing a letter to William Lambert, Bureau of Traffic, 220 Shed Davis Road, Concord, NH 03301 to see if the new green state sign could be removed.  Tom suggested Robin call Carol Murray, Head of NHDOT concerning signs inappropriate to a historic village. 

Joan moved we adjourn; Tom seconded; the meeting adjourned at 9:04PM 

Respectfully submitted, Robin Dustin, Secretary 

Tuesday, September 20, 2005 

Present:  Kevin Sayers (chairman), Marcia Allen, Geoff Burrows, Robin Dustin, Joan Little and Susan Mitchel (selectman representative) 
Not Present: Tom Shevenell and Bill Smith 

The chairman called the meeting to order at 7:32 PM. 

The minutes of August 16, 2005, were read.  Delete the parenthetical phrase, “egress from the second floor.” 
Geoff moved they be accepted with correction; Joan seconded; approved. 

There are no applications to be considered at this meeting. 

Robin read a draft of a letter to the Selectmen concerning their not sending out supporting materials for applications in upcoming HDC meetings.  Susan said the decision was made to make copies of full applications and they would be placed in the HDC box for members to pick up prior to meetings. 
Kevin will check with the office at the beginning of each month, go over applications and decide what is pertinent to copy for board members.  Therefore the drafted letter is unnecessary. 

The board talked about the problem of discussing all points of an application and hurrying to come to a decision in front of the applicant.  We will try telling them after they have answered all of our questions, “Thank you for coming.  We have all the information we need to make a decision.  We will let you know by mail or phone in a day or two.” 

Geoff passed out copies of an article he saw in the NH Union Leader in which a conflict has arisen between a new Wal-Mart site in Hillsboro and the ‘improvement’ of a road intersection near the historic site of the Franklin Pierce House.  The NH Division of Historical Resources and Department of Resources and Economic Development, along with the DOT are getting involved. 

From the website of the National Register of Historic Places, Joan printed a list of all the historic districts and their locations for each county in NH. 
It is important that we, as a board, be aware of these various agencies, how they can help us do our job better and what they are involved with in other parts of the state. 

Robin moved we adjourn; Marcia seconded; approved. 
Meeting adjourned at 8:09 PM 

Respectfully submitted, 
Robin Dustin 
  

Tuesday, August 16, 2005 

Present:  Kevin Sayers (chairman), Geoff Burrows, Robin Dustin, Joan Little, Bill Smith, Tom Shevenell 
Others Present:  John and Jill Ducsai 
Not Present: Marcia Allen and Susan Mitchel (selectman representative) 

The meeting was called to order at 7:38PM. 

HDC Applications – Kevin sees Wendy on the first of each month to go over any applications and what will appear in the newspaper.  At this time she will copy any supporting information for the applications.  The delivery system is yet to be determined.  Kevin hand delivered the Ducsai’s application to each of us. 
Budget – HDC has an annual budget which could be increased to include the extra costs of mailing applications and supporting material along with the usual minutes and agenda. (To be continued.) 

Application I 

John and Jill Ducsai; 12 Skinner Street, Map U2, Lot 25 
Kevin steps down as voting member; Tom takes over as chair for this application. 
The Ducsais are requesting to remove and rebuild the ell between the original house and barn.  It has been added on to approximately three times and floor levels are a mess, especially on the second floor from the main house into the ell.  The list of all construction and reconstruction items follows: 
•        Reconstruct ell 
o       Raise ridgeline of ell to elevation of that on main house (approx. 16”) 
o       Eve for the full dormer between house and barn will be at present eve line of shed dormer. 
o       Rebuild a chimney near barn that was cut off and roofed over at some time. 
o       Building materials will match those of the existing structure: 
Clapboard siding 
   Wooden frame single pane windows 
   Three tab asphalt shingle roofing 
•        Porch on front of ell (see drawing) added to come out eight feet from ell toward street and extend 21 feet along that wall toward barn.  It will cover both existing windows and door of the ell. 
•        Extend main house on second floor to cover the existing sun room on first floor. 
•        Add a deck with stairs (egress from second floor) along entire back of house and ell. 
•        Barn 
o     Add cupola 
o     Add window to front face of barn left of door on ell. 
o     Move barn door to a sliding rail on the outside. 
Bill moved we approve this application as described and drawn; Robin seconded; approved.   

Kevin reinstated as chair and Budget discussion continued: 
 We will ask selectmen to provide HDC with a policy as to why they don’t want to make copies of applications for members to see before each meeting.  Robin and Tom will write a letter. 
 Kevin will continue making copies and getting them to us until the new budget goes into effect. 

Tom moved we adjourn; Joan seconded; the meeting adjourned at 9:01 PM 

Respectfully submitted, Robin Dustin, Secretary 
  
  

Tuesday, June 21, 2005

Present:  Kevin Sayers (chairperson), Marcia Allen, Robin Dustin, Tom Shevenell, Bill Smith and Susan Mitchel (selectman representative) 
Not Present: Geoff Burrows and Joan Little 
Others Present:  Marilyn Sayers 

The chairperson called the meeting to order at 7:32 PM. 

The minutes of May 17, 2005, were read.  The date at top of page should be 2005, not 2004 and the time adjourned should be 8:38, not 7:38. 
tom moved they be accepted with corrections; Bill seconded; approved. 

Kevin started by making the statement that a very good and very special asset to the town has been lost now that Jere Burrows has resigned from the Recreation Department.  It will take many people wearing many different hats to accomplish all the things he did each year. 

       Application I 
Kevin and Marilyn Sayers,18 Skinner Street, Map U2 Lot 26 
Kevin steps down as chair and voting member for this application.  Tom takes over as chair. 
The Sayers are seeking permission to change the colors on their two-story house which is solid white at present.  They are using the Benjamin Moore Historical Colors palette and choosing “Avon Green” for the clapboards, “Philadelphia Cream” for the window and building trim and “Audubon Russet” for the window mullions.   Kevin had a photograph of a section of the front wall with clapboards, window trim and mullions painted the suggested colors.  We all liked the look. 
     Bill moved we approve this application; Marcia seconded; approved. 
Kevin is reinstated as chair. 

Application II – Tim Britt & Jennifer Wright is tabled as no one is here to represent the applicants. 

Old Business 
Review of HDC Guidelines 
We discussed the first five headings of the present Guide Lines.  Tom will take the old descriptions of the HDC Guide Lines and compare them with the current ones to see that all former items are included in the one we are using. 
District Boundaries – Discuss old vs.revised.  Robin will talk with Jane Beckman to see if she remembers why they were readjusted. 
 At the next meeting we will cover “Structures,” Items 1-10. 
  

     Bill moved we adjourn; Marcia seconded; approved 
      Meeting adjourned at 8:35 PM 

Respectfully submitted, 
Robin Dustin 

Tuesday, May 17, 2004 

Present:  Tom Shevenell (vice-chairman), Robin Dustin, Joan Little, Bill Smith and Susan Mitchel (selectman representative), Kevin Sayers came in later 
Others Present:  Amy Chase 
Not Present: Marcia Allen, Geoff Burrows 

Tom, presiding for Kevin, called the meeting to order at 7:37 PM. 

Application I 
Dave and Amy Chase, 19 Squam Lake Road, Map U2-19 
Permission is being requested to hang a sign from an existing sign post in front of their residence.  Amy makes painted canvas floor coverings and the two-sided sign would be of the same material, with a black border and black letters on a white field.  It would read, “The Good Natured Studio.”  It fits all signage regulations criteria. 
Bill moved we approve this application as submitted; Robin seconded; approved. 

Application II 
Tim Britt/Jennifer Wright, 35 Grove Street, Map U1-16 
This request is for building an 11 x 23’ extension on an existing deck in the back of their house.  They would be using the same design style of construction, materials and colors. 
Tom moved we table this application until an owner or representative for the owner can be present at the meeting; Joan seconded; approved 

The minutes of April 19, 2005, were read.  It should read, “The library is looking far ahead and possibly considering ‘modification’ to the current addition.”  Strike “replacing.” 
Bill moved we accept the minutes as modified; Tom seconded; approved. 

Old Business 
•        We will table discussing the HDC Guidelines revision until more members are present. 
•        Kevin suggested it would be helpful if Wendy Huff made copies of the full applications and included them with the previous meeting’s minutes and the upcoming meeting’s agenda that are sent out to each member of the board.  It would give us a chance to acquaint ourselves more with the new application. 

Tom moved we adjourn; Bill seconded; the meeting adjourned at 7:38PM. 

Next meeting is June 21, 2005. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Robin Dustin, Secretary 

Tuesday, April 19, 2005 
  

Present:  Kevin Sayers (chairperson), Marcia Allen, Geoff Burrows, Robin Dustin, Joan Little, Tom 
    Shevenell and Susan Mitchel (selectman representative) 
Not Present:  Bill Smith 

The chairperson called the meeting to order at 7:31 PM. 

Kevin, as chair of the board, has been finishing Marsh’s term which has expired.  We need to nominate and/or vote in our board members. 
Geoff moved we keep the officers the same; Joan seconded; approved. 

The minutes of January 17, 2005 were read. 
Tom moved they be accepted; Joan seconded; approved. 

As there were no applications, we discussed the following topics: 
•        Kevin has visited various building supply businesses and looked at some new materials.  These include such things as plastic fencing or a composition that looks like slate or vinyl clad windows with real mullions.  He will bring some samples for us to consider in possible future applications. 
•        Kevin will also contact the NH Historic Resources office in Concord, which maintains records of all NH buildings in designated historic districts. He wants to see what new guidelines they are using for building materials. 
•        Tom mentioned some of the in-the-future changes we need to be aware of in town.  The library is looking far ahead and possibly considering replacing the current addition, which was built in the 70s, with one that is handicapped compliant.  There are meetings for affordable housing which might involve new construction or renovation of an existing building in the Historic District. 
•        We looked through old minutes and town reports to find that in 1992 the size and shape of the area the HDC is responsible for was changed.  Tom asked why was it changed and can we change it again if we feel that is in the best interest of the town?  Tom Hadley was chair of the board at that time.  Kevin said he would look into this through Wendy and/or the NHHR, maybe contact Tom H. 
•        Kevin will ask Wendy if she knows where the HDC minutes for most of the 90s are located. 
•        Robin asked Susan to look into what can be done about snow plowing that destroys character of town bit by bit (i.e. breaking off the granite post at Arthur Heard’s; rearranging and knocking off stones on the bridge over Red Hill River on Wentworth Hill Road or chipping and breaking off chunks of granite on the fairly new sidewalk curbing from the school to the blinker light.) 

 Joan moved we adjourn; Geoff seconded; approved. 
Meeting adjourned at 8:25 PM 

Respectfully submitted, 
Robin Dustin 

These minutes have been posted for your convenience. Current minutes have not yet been approved by the Historic District Commission. 
  
  
  
  
  

