Town of Sandwich
Zoning Board of Adjustment
DRAFT Minutes: August 11, 2016
Members Present: Jim Gaisser, Chris Grant, Jim Mykland Ben Shambaugh, and Rich Veld
Members Absent: Peter Van Winkle
Public Present: John & Christina Balzano
Mr. Shambaugh called the meeting to order at 7:10 P.M. Mr. Grant was welcomed to the Board and raised to voting status.
Approval of Minutes: Mr. Gaisser moved, seconded by Mr. Veld to approve the minutes of June 9, 2016 as corrected. Motion passed.
New Applications: 
Case #2016-004: John J Balzano

Request for Variance for property owned by John J Balzano located at 205 Holderness Road, Tax Map R12 Lot 17, Rural Residential District. Applicant proposes construction requiring a variance from Zoning Ordinance Section 150-13 B, well setback. 
Mr. Shambaugh, in reviewing the application form, noted the following missing items, all of which are required as noted in the application instructions: applicant name and address omitted; no survey or waiver for a survey submitted; two variance questions not answered; and payment of $8 for an abutter. He queried the Board members for their comments on the completeness of the application.

Mr. Mykland stated that he felt the application was not complete as the hand drawn map was not sufficient to determine a variance request and all five questions must be answered. Other members agreed that the application did not have enough information to open a public hearing. Mr. Gaisser suggested to the applicant that a survey map may be available in the town map files and to review prior variance requests for ideas on answering the variance questions. Mr. Shambaugh noted that access to prior variances is difficult as they are stored in the town vault. He also explained to Mr. & Mrs. Balzano that the information submitted becomes a part of the record for the future and needs to be as accurate as possible.
Mr. Gaisser moved, seconded by Mr. Veld, to declare the application as incomplete and to decline to accept it for consideration based on missing the following information: owner name and mailing address; answers to variance criteria #2 & #3; a survey or adequate map; and insufficient fees of $8. Motion passed unanimously. Mr. Balzano was apprised of the need to reapply for the September 8, 2016 meeting by the August 22, 2016 deadline date.

Board Business:

In response to a question from Mr. Grant, there was brief discussion relative to voting by members and when to recuse oneself. Mr. Mykland encouraged asking questions at any point in a meeting.

Application Location: Mr. Shambaugh read the letter sent to the Board of Selectmen on the following subjects: raising the newspaper advertising fee from $40 to $55; request for copies of  ZBA applications to be available in the property folder; and to have the official responsible for denials resulting in a ZBA filing attend the ZBA meeting. He read the response from the BOS relative to copies of ZBA applications which stated that due to the lack of space in the property file cabinets, the BOS staff would make copies available on an application need basis. 

Mr. Shambaugh, stating that the ZBA request came about as a result of a discussion with the Compliance Officer, felt that the Notice of Decision should be copied to the property file. The members approved Mr. Shambaugh attending a BOS meeting to discuss the matter further.

Election of Officers: 

Vice-Chair: Mr. Mykland stated he is willing to stay on as Vice-Chair, acknowledging that his work schedule does occasionally impact his attendance on the Board. He noted however, that rarely does he miss a meeting when applications are heard. Mr. Veld stated that he had questioned Mr. Mykland’s attendance in light of the fact that Mr. Gaisser rarely misses a meeting; he assured Mr. Mykland that it wasn’t personal. Mr. Shambaugh nominated Mr. Mykland as Vice-Chair, with a second by Mr. Gaisser. Motion passed with Mr. Veld voting in the negative.
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 7:58 P.M. 
Respectfully submitted,

Wendy J. Shambaugh, 
Land Use Administrative Assistant
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