Town of Sandwich

Agriculture Commission
Minutes
September 24, 2015
Present: Ginger Heard (acting Chair), Dick Devens (acting Secretary), Mark Longley, Martha (Monty) Carlson and guests John and Barbara Pries (pronounced like 'prize')

Absent: Bob Butcher, Maggie Porter, Holly Cook, Pat Russell, and Mike Yeager, Selectman.

Call to Order: The meeting was called to order by Ginger at 5:33 pm by introducing ourselves. 

Minutes:  Dick read the minutes of our last meeting, 27 August 2015. Mark moved to approve, Ginger seconded it and all voted in favor of the minutes as written. 
Business:
Budget Increase: Mark suggested that we disengage the Barn Tour from this Commission because of the difficulty in financing. We discussed possible speakers for this and other events; Ben Kilham charges $350 for a talk. Mark said that he went to a talk by Dave Erler, Senior Naturalist, Squam Lakes Science Center, featuring live bats, that was terrific. He charges $250. Mark suggested a revolving account and that we propose this at Town Meeting 2016. We agreed on disengaging from the Barn Tour, which will have its own committee. We could ask Bob Butcher to try to increase our budget by 25%. After Mark moved that we disengage from the Barn Tour, Ginger seconded. All voted in favor of disengaging from the Barn Tour.

Membership report - recruitment: Monty sent an email to the Select Board, and they approved her for membership. John said that he was very enthused about Sandwich, and had been a Technology/Business Strategist. The recent Volunteer Meeting at the Benz Center "resonated" with John and Barbara, and they want to volunteer. 

Monty described her interest in forestry, in which she recently received her PhD. Ginger applauded Monty for her efforts, including the Sandwich Farmers' Market.

Meadow Brook Update: Mark showed us an aerial photo of the area, which was once farmed, and has been in contact with Peggy Merritt of the Conservation Commission. Mark hopes that we can get involved in making a management plan. Local people have farmed this land, and would like to again. Part of the area was burned and mowed in the past to keep down invasive species.
Arsenic Testing: Mark explained that there is a 30% chance that any well in Sandwich, especially eastern Sandwich, has a dangerous level of arsenic. He said that we have arranged with the state labs to do testing. Rose DeMars and Skip Hoag, hydrologists and former members of the Sandwich Conservation Commission, might have records of earlier well tests in the town. Mark suggested posting a letter to the Department of Environmental Services on the Sandwich Board. Mark is a Microbe Control Specialist and has been in contact with Integrated Water Systems. Monty asked what happens if testing shows high levels of arsenic and Mark explained that there are methods for remediation. 

Bat Presentation:  Dave Erler, Squam Lakes Science Center, will give the talk on bats next Thursday Oct 27th. 

Comments re Agriculture and food production: 
Dick talked about his continuing education in permaculture ("permanent agriculture"), a movement that started in the 1970's, which is about ecological farming, minimum tilling, conservation of soil, edible gardens in the forest, and people working together at local levels.  The Common Ground Fair will be held in Unity, Maine starting Friday 26 Sept 2015 featuring such things as permaculture. 

Mark said that there would be a talk on the effect of climate change on soils, Saturday 3 October by the WODC, the Wonalancet Outdoor Club, at the chapel in Wonalancet.

Our next meeting will be Thurs 22 October 2015, when we will discuss when to have the two meetings which follow that, which interfere with Thanksgiving and Christmas. 

Mark moved for adjournment and Ginger seconded the motion. All voted in favor of the motion and the meeting adjourned at 6:44 pm.


Respectfully submitted by Dick Devens
