These minutes have been posted for your convenience. Current minutes have not yet been approved by the Agriculture Commission.

Town of Sandwich

Agriculture Commission
Minutes
December 3, 2015
Present: Bob Butcher, Ginger Heard, Holly Cook, Dick Devens, Mark Longley, Pat Russell, Maggie Porter, Monty Carlson, John Pries and guest, Barbara Pries 

Absent: Mike Yeager, Selectman

Call to Order: The meeting was called to order by Bob at 5:31 pm. 

Minutes:  Ginger moved to accept the minutes of the October meeting, Monty seconded the motion and all voted in favor of accepting the October minutes.

Treasurers Report:  Bob reported that we have about $133.00 in the account. He will send the $50 for the Local Food Guide, which will bring the total down to about $83.00.
Business:
The bat presentation went very well and was well attended. The feedback was very positive. Other topics, including wildlife, sustainable agriculture, and permaculture were suggested for future presentations.
Membership – John has been approved as a member of the commission. 

Meadow Brook update – The Agriculture Commission was invited to a Conservation Commission meeting to talk about the property. Mike Yeager suggested that the conservation, agriculture and forestry commissions work together to develop a plan. Students in a PSU course will be helping with the plan. The wetlands perimeter is marked with cedar posts. There are people who are very interested in farming the land and a questionnaire has been developed to hear from them. Monty has developed a spread sheet, Options for Agricultural Use on Meadow Brook Fields. It has been suggested that we will be having more extreme weather, so we need to account for wet and dry. Agriculture leases are generally written for 5 years and can be renewed for another 5 years annually. Cara Cargill is a NH Field Agent with Land for Good and helps establish leases for farmland. We will send our suggestions to Mark and Monty. Cara has a list of questions that relate to the town leasing the property to a farmer. 

Arsenic- Mark has not gotten a letter out because he is looking for feedback from the lab. Seventy-seven tests were done in 1983 and only 2 showed arsenic. Monty and Dick are digitizing the data and will include the new standards. They will have it complete by the next meeting. We will explore having the town and other resources support testing on all properties in town. Mark put a link to a 10 minute video on arsenic on our website. It was suggested that we get a speaker to come and talk about water contaminants in April around Earth Day. 
Local Food Guide – We will send a copy of the last guide along with an application out to each of our local farmers. John and Mark are updating the farm inventory which is on the website. 
Future program - Al Mayranen, Fish & Game Steward from Wakefield does talks on bears. Ginger will contact him. Other suggestions: apples-Heirloom, grafting, cider
Dick talked about a book, Practical Perma-culture, that he is reading. 

There is $83 left in the budget. Mark suggested getting bumper stickers that support local agriculture. John suggested buying Google advertising. 
The next meeting will be held at the Benz Center on January 28 at 5:30 pm. 

Pat moved to adjourn; the motion was seconded by John and all voted in favor of adjourning. The meeting adjourned at 6:50 pm.
Respectfully submitted by 
Holly Cook

Secretary
