These minutes have been posted for your convenience. Current minutes have not yet been approved by the Agriculture Commission.

Town of Sandwich

Agriculture Commission
Minutes
November 21, 2013
Present: Bob Butcher, Ginger Heard, Holly Cook, Mark Longley, Betty Alcock, Pat Russell, Maggie Porter; Not Present: Dick Devens, Jennifer Elliott, Mike Yeager
Call to Order: The meeting was called to order by Bob at 5:33 pm.
Minutes:  Pat moved to accept the minutes of the last meeting, Maggie seconded the motion and all voted in favor of the motion to accept the October minutes as written.
Old Business   
Winter Royal Fair in Toronto, Canada. Bob went two weeks ago and was impressed by the size of the fair and number of animals exhibited. 
Betty provided a Treasurer’s report.   2013 - $500

                                                         Expense $405 

                                                         Revenue $250

                                                         Balance  $345

The money from the Humanities Council goes into the general fund, not our account. 

Pat will deposit the check in the amount of $60.00 received from the Sandwich Fair for the parade float.

Mark attended a Land Access workshop in North Conway last night. NRCS, USDA, CES, bankers, Farm Credit, and young farmers were in attendance. The goal was to match young people who want to farm with land to purchase or lease. Mark asked if a conservation easement could be used to farm. Land for Good is an organization that matches people who want to farm with those who have property. The Town of Albany has a conservation easement that is farmable and is in the process of leasing it to a farm family. Olivia Saunders is willing to walk the CMI (Club Motorsports Inc.) land to look at the farmability of that property. 
Chicken processing report – Jay Hurd processes poultry. He is willing to have us come and observe or help in the processing of poultry. 

Program Planning – Jennifer volunteered to find out if there were any GMO (Geneticaly Modified Organisms) programs scheduled. She checked with a number of libraries and organizations in the area; none have any programs scheduled. On December 8th the New England Vegetable and Fruit Conference will offer a program. The North Hampton Agriculture Commission News has an article about labeling. 

Boscawen sponsored an essay contest maybe we could do something similar. The elementary school could have the students write the essays and we could provide prizes. Betty, Ginger and Pat will talk with John Hanson, Principal of the Sandwich Central School to see what we could do together. Betty will work with Ruth Smith to offer Agriculture in the Classroom again this year.

Bob talked about a group that sold tokens which were then used to purchase produce. It removes the need for cash boxes and at the end of the day the vendor turns the tokens in for cash. He will find out more. WIC also uses the same idea to encourage low income people to purchase healthy food.
Ginger has a call in to Olivia Saunders about the Heirloom seeds.

Mark had distributed the flyers about barn preservation and got 3 new easements completed this year. There are a few others who did not follow through, maybe they could be contacted. 

Bean suppers, community garden, wood chips will be removed from the list of propsed projects to work on.
We will look at the Farm & Forest Expo schedule to attend.

.

Road salts – there is a yearly meeting that involves the state and road agents to look at how road salts are used. Calcium Magnesium Acetate is a deicer and is used as an alternative to road salt because it is less corrosive. It is more costly, but less is used. Mark will get a price for 4 bags that we can put into give-away bags for people to try. 
There will be no meeting in December, but we will have a work session. The next meeting will be on Thursday, January 16, 2014 at 5:30 pm at the Benz Center. 

Pat moved to adjourn the meeting, Maggie seconded and all voted to adjourn the meeting. The meeting was adjourned at 6:54 pm.
Submitted by,

Holly Cook

Secretary

