These minutes have been posted for your convenience. Current minutes have not yet been approved by the Agriculture Commission.

Town of Sandwich

Agriculture Commission
Minutes
October 23, 2015
Present: Bob Butcher, Ginger Heard, Holly Cook, Dick Devens, Mark Longley, Pat Russell, Monty Carlson and guest, John Pries 

Absent: Maggie Porter and Mike Yeager, Selectman.

Call to Order: The meeting was called to order by Bob at 5:33 pm. 

Minutes:  Ginger moved to accept the minutes as amended, Pat seconded the motion and all voted in favor of accepting the minutes as amended.

Treasurers Report:  Bob reported that we have about $133.00 in the account. He will send the $50 for the Local Food Guide which will bring the total down to $83.00.
Business:
Membership update - John has sent an email of interest to the Town, but has not heard back. Bob will follow-up.

Meadowbrook update – there is an estimated 5-10 acres of agricultural land. The town mowed the property to keep the invasive species down. Monty will work on getting a map of the property that will show the precise acreage through the Geographic Information System. 
Arsenic testing – there was discussion about expanding the testing to include additional testing, including bacteria.  The state lab is charging $15 for arsenic testing. The standard test through the state is $85. Monty moved to send the information testing letter that Mark drafted out to residents, Bob seconded the motion and all voted in favor of sending the letter out. We will review the response we get and then develop a plan. 
The Local Food Guide will be sent out to area farmers. John volunteered to update the Sandwich Farm Inventory. 

Bats – we are all set with setup, refreshments, etc. 

We will look at having the Bear talk with Ben Killum in the spring and share the expense with the library. 
The next meeting will be held on December 3 at 5:30 upstairs in the Town Hall. 

Mark moved to adjourn; the motion was seconded by Monty and all voted in favor of adjourning. The meeting adjourned at 6:42 pm.
Respectfully submitted by 
Holly Cook

