These minutes have been posted for your convenience. Current minutes have not yet been approved by the Agriculture Commission.

Town of Sandwich

Agriculture Commission
Minutes
October 24, 2013
Present: Bob Butcher, Ginger Heard, Holly Cook, Mark Longley, Dick Devens, Jennifer Elliott, Betty Alcock, Pat Russell, Maggie Porter, Mike Yeager

Call to Order: The meeting was called to order by Bob at 5:31 pm.
Minutes:  Jennifer and Bob offered a number of corrections to the minutes of the last meeting taken by Dick. Ginger moved to accept the draft minutes of the last meeting as corrected, Pat seconded the motion and all voted in favor of the motion to accept the September minutes as corrected.
Old Business   
Ginger talked about a presentation given in Meredith in September by Master Gardener Nel Garden on heirloom seeds and old varieties of vegetables which was arranged by the UNH Cooperative Extension Service. It may be a program that we could offer in late March. We will try to schedule it just before our meeting on March 20th. 
The float in the Sandwich Fair parade was great and was awarded first place in the organizational division. Nan Russell took some photos that we can use in the Sandwich newsletter. 

Mark talked about discussing the project list for next year. We have started an agriculture inventory, but it needs to be updated. Maggie will look at what other agriculture commissions are doing throughout the state. 
GMO is a very controversial issue due to food labeling issues. There is currently a bill before the NH legislature. Perhaps we need to educate ourselves and then help educate the public. Gary Hirschberg wanted to have a booth for the “Just Label It” program. It is also a very political issue. The idea of having a discussion panel would probably be well attended. Maybe we could connect with another agriculture commission to offer it to a larger audience. We would need to have experts who can present a balanced panel. Jen will contact the Cooperative Extension Service and libraries in the areas to see if anyone is offering a program on GMOs and let us all know what she finds out. “Seeds of Deception” and “Genetic Roulette” are 2 videos that are available which are anti GMO labeling. 
Mark reported on the Community Garden feedback and posted it on the Sandwich Board. There were 11 responses. Three supported it and were interested because they did not have a place for a garden. Comments from those who didn’t support it felt that residents already had gardens, there was a suggestion to give to local food banks, and we have people who sell produce from their farms. There is not enough interest to proceed with this idea. Mark will draft a summary of the findings to put on the website and the Sandwich Board. 

Dick talked about his garden. Dot Perkins and Olivia Saunders from the Cooperative Extension Service have come out to make recommendations – it is an ongoing project. 

New Business

Betty moved to contribute $50 to the Benz Center for the use of the facility. Maggie seconded it, and all voted in favor of the motion. $50 will be donated to the Benz Center.
Betty will write a note of appreciation to the Russell family for their work on the float.


Mark asked about tagging on to the town bulk mailing rate to send out an agriculture newsletter, but it was felt that people would more likely read information if it was in the town newsletter rather than sending out our own newsletter. 

Jill Rawon has offered to donate 355 acres of land on Wentworth Hill with a conservation easement to the town of Sandwich. A public meeting is planned to present the offer.
Our next meeting will be held on November 21 at 5:30 at the Benz Center. 

Betty moved to adjourn the meeting, Ginger seconded the motion and all voted in favor of the motion. The meeting adjourned at 6:40 pm. 

Submitted by,

Holly Cook

Secretary

