These minutes have been posted for your convenience. Current minutes have not yet been 
                                        approved by the Agriculture Commission. 
Town of Sandwich 
Agriculture Commission 
Minutes 
August 25, 2016 
Present: Bob Butcher, Ginger Heard, Holly Cook, Pat Russell, John Pries, Monty Carlson
Not present: Dick Devens, Maggie Porter, Toby Eaton

Call to Order: The meeting was called to order by Bob at 5:31 pm. 
Minutes: Pat moved to accept the July minutes, Ginger second the motion and all voted in favor of accepting the July minutes as written.
Treasurer’s Report: Not available
Business: 
We have an opening for one more member. There are several people who will be contacted.
Monty reported on the Meadow Brook Committee. They have developed a mission statement and a webpage has been created on the town website. John took some drone photos which can be found under documents on the website. The pines and other trash wood will be cut out to start the management process. The soil has been tested. Monty suggested doing some permaculture demonstrations. In early October the agriculture & forestry Cooperative Extension Service educators will tour the area and provide feedback. 
The barn tour was well done. Bringing in the Barn Preservation Society was a great idea. 235 people came to the lecture/tour.  This was a good representation of the 200+ barns in town.  There are many more barns that could be toured.
About 20 people attended the loon talk. The biologists did a nice job presenting the information. It has taken them 12 years to sort it all out. The toxic substances are in the water in minute amounts. There appears to be an illegal dump up Thompson Road of electronic/computer equipment. After a heavy rain fall it started to erode into the lake.  There is another area where the town probably bought some contaminated asphalt.  There is DDT in the area of a farm on the Moultonboro town line. So now the EPA will go in to work on cleaning it up. Monty also showed her poster of the well testing in Sandwich. Several people signed up looking for more information.  The pollution was 125x more in Sandwich Bay than anywhere else in the lake. The Squam Lakes Conservation Society is aware of the situation. 
John talked about apple project he and Monty are working on and about the Moss Cider Project that identified apple varieties produced on some old apple trees in northern England where they sell or trade apples and cider. The Sandwich Apple Project Discovery has invited Ben Watson to come in October to see what varieties we have. Some of the oldest apple trees are in Lower Corner and Sandwich Notch. People can bring apples which will be tasted and photographed. At one time one of the largest exports from Sandwich was cider. This committee will support the project. John will contact Mark to have this information put on our webpage. 
Bob has not had a chance to follow-up with the Quimby Trust regarding funding for residential water testing. They accept requests for funds quarterly. There are a number of labs that could test the water samples. We could offer scholarships to those who cannot afford it. 

The fall meeting schedule has been scheduled for the 4th Thursday of the month, September 22 and October 27 at 5:30 pm at the Benz Center. 

Monty moved to adjourn at 6:45 pm, Ginger seconded the motion and all voted in favor of adjourning. 

Respectfully submitted,

Holly Cook, Secretary

