These minutes have been posted for your convenience. Current minutes have not yet been approved by the Agriculture Commission.

Town of Sandwich

Agriculture Commission
Minutes
August 21, 2014
Present: Bob Butcher, Ginger Heard, Holly Cook, Betty Alcock, Mark Longley, Pat Russell, Maggie Porter
Not Present: Dick Devens, Mike Yeager, Selectman
Call to Order: The meeting was called to order by Bob at 5:34 pm.
Minutes:  Pat moved to accept the minutes of the last meeting as written, Betty seconded the motion, and all voted in favor of accepting the June minutes as written.

Business:

The presentation on coyotes was very well done and was well attended. The collaboration between the library and this commission was great! 

Holly talked about the cost of being a vendor in a Farmers Market. We could invite Nadine Hadad or someone else from the CES to come and speak with us and open the meeting to the public. We also could invite market vendors. 
Ginger talked about Restaurant Week which supports locally grown food. Maynard Thomson started “Raise the Bar” earlier this year in an effort to make agriculture and food production a larger part of the local economy. This program encourages residents and tourists to visit restaurants serving food and drink produced in Carroll County. Visit ThomsonForFreedom.com for more information.
Future Plans:

Hollis is hosting a barn tour on 8/27 with John Porter. Kevin Gardner is presenting an up-coming program on stonewalls in Meredith. Ginger will look into these talks. The American Chestnut talk idea is still on the table as well, maybe to co-host with the library. Mark will contact the speaker for a late October presentation and Ginger will contact the library to see if they are interested in co-hosting.

Maggie talked about the writing contest. We would like to do it in the Sandwich Central School with a theme around the fair. It will be put on hold.

There was discussion around hosting a barn tour during Old Home Week next year. We could have a speaker and then lead people on a tour. Mark will contact the Madison librarians who organized the tour in Madison for information about how they organized their tour. We could also do a Barns of Sandwich poster or calendar. We could have a scavenger hunt where a clue/information could be found at each barn. 

The selectmen are hoping to mow and pull up the black plastic on the Meadowbrook property.

Betty moved to adjourn, Pat seconded the motion and all voted in favor of the motion to adjourn. The meeting adjourned at 6:40. 

The next meeting will be held at 5:00 pm on Sept 18th at the Benz center.   
Submitted by 
Holly Cook
Secretary
