These minutes have been posted for your convenience. Current minutes have not yet been approved by the Agriculture Commission.

Town of Sandwich

Agriculture Commission
Minutes
July 18, 2013
Present: Bob Butcher, Ginger Heard, Holly Cook, Mark Longley, Dick Devens, Jennifer Elliott Not Present: Betty Alcock, Pat Russell, Maggie Porter, Mike Yeager

Call to Order: The meeting was called to order by Bob at 5:20 pm.
Minutes:  Ginger moved to accept the draft minutes of the last meeting as written, Dick seconded the motion and all voted in favor of the motion to accept the June minutes as written.
Old Business   
Bob reported that the press release regarding the Steve Taylor talk has gone out to six newspapers.

Jennifer reported that the Fiber Festival held on July 13 was fairly well attended with 175 – 200 people considering it was not well publicized. It was sponsored by the Sandwich Home Industries. Next year it will be held during the hours of the Farmers Market. Hopefully it will become an annual event.
Mark and Jennifer will be at the Carroll County Farm Day from 9:00 - 3:00. 
Mark reported on the Barn Preservation promotion for this year. Most barn owners in town received a flyer. Five very interested parties inquired, two backed out, but may submit next year. Three have pursued it and all three were accepted and received the easement for their barns. Mark thanked the board of Selectmen for helping with the process; they have been very supportive of the program. In December we should talk about how to approach it next year. The town has lost two barns that have caved in this year. Maybe we could get some photos of barns to use in promoting the program. 

Mark talked about the community garden idea. Sunshine Park would not work because it is too wooded. A garden should be more centrally located. Moultonborough just started theirs this year near the Lion’s Club.  

The Selectmen have approved the gift of the CMI property of 127 acres off Rte. 25. 

Mark had a hit count installed on the home page to gauge the usefulness of the website and as of June 19th it had a total of 133 hits. We will follow the numbers to determine what we will do with it. Mark asked about developing our own calendar similar to the one for the town that would include our events as well as events throughout the area. 
There was some discussion about the “Is Your Town Farm Friendly?” questionnaire. Members should access it on the website and review it. Bob talked about an article in the Weekly Market Bulletin. A farmer in Dunbarton wanted to raise chickens but the neighbors objected to the farming. 
It is important to get our agenda topics to Bob well before the meeting. Someone commented that it would be interesting to visit the farms of commission members. We will talk about the parade float at the next meeting. We will also talk about showing videos prior to meetings which would be open to the public. 
The next meeting would be scheduled for Old Home Week, so we will reschedule to August 29th at 5:00 pm at the Town Hall.   

Dick moved to adjourn, Mark seconded the motion, all voted in favor and the meeting adjourned at 6:34 pm.

Submitted by,

Holly Cook

Secretary

