These minutes have been posted for your convenience. Current minutes have not yet been approved by the Agriculture Commission.

Town of Sandwich

Agriculture Commission
Minutes
June 19, 2014
Present: Bob Butcher, Ginger Heard, Holly Cook, Betty Alcock, Mark Longley, Pat Russell, Maggie Porter, Dick Devens
Not Present: Mike Yeager, Selectman
Call to Order: The meeting was called to order by Bob at 5:40 pm.
Minutes:  Ginger moved to accept the minutes of the last meeting as written, Pat seconded the motion, and all voted in favor of accepting the May minutes as written.

Business:

Jennifer Elliott has stepped down as an alternate commission member. If anyone is interested in becoming a member of the committee we would like to hear from them. 

Anyone can come in and make a brief presentation, but it should be understood that any action would be considered and taken during a subsequent meeting. 

Mark talked about the walk on the R1-35 (Meadowbrook) property. Everyone seemed to agree that there is about a 6 acre piece that would be suitable for farm land. The Selectmen are interested and Peggy Merritt reported to them that there are funds to map out the wetlands. There is a lot of black plastic in the field that needs to be pulled out and it will be mowed. 
Mark also reported on the Lee Quimby barn public hearing was held and the proposal was approved at 75%. There are now 6 barn easements. The town of Madison is having a barn tour on July 11 & 12. We could sponsor one next year and maybe get Tom Viser, who wrote Barns of New England, to come and speak during Old Home Week. Maggie and Mark are willing to open their barns to visitors. 
We are cosponsoring, with Friends of the Library, a talk on Coyotes for July 23rd. Several people on the committee need to arrive early to set chairs up. Napkins and cups will be provided by the library. We need to bring something to drink, cookies or crackers & cheese. Maggie, Ginger and Betty will work on it.
Ginger talked with Monty about her presentation on Maple trees. We were thinking about Old Home Week, but there are many events planned. We also have the American Chestnut Tree talk that we have previously discussed. 

Reminder - Carroll County Farm Day will be held on July 26. 

Ginger suggested that it would be nice to have something in the fall on apples. Maggie raised the writing contest idea again for this fall.  
The Farmer’s Market will now be held at the Corner House parking lot because of insurance and expanding to vendors outside of Sandwich. 

Discussion was held on Rules of Etiquette for Motorists and Cyclists. Mark also talked with NH Traffic, who said that unless you have a business with constant animal traffic crossing the road they will not put a sign up because people won’t pay attention to it. The commission supports Mark putting it on the Sandwich Board and our website. 
Marjorie Pettingill wrote a book on poor farms. It might be interesting to look into this topic for a future presentation. 

Pat moved to adjourn, Mark seconded the motion, all voted is favor and the meeting adjourned at 6:55 pm.
The next meeting, scheduled for July 17th, will be cancelled. The commission will meet on August 21, 2014.
Submitted by 
Holly Cook
Secretary
