These minutes have been posted for your convenience. Current minutes have not yet been approved by the Agriculture Commission.

Town of Sandwich

Agriculture Commission
Minutes
June 20, 2013
Present: Bob Butcher, Ginger Heard, Holly Cook, Mark Longley, Betty Alcock, Maggie Porter, Dick Devens, Pat Russell; Not Present: Jennifer Elliott, Mike Yeager

Call to Order: The meeting was called to order by Bob at 7:00 pm
Minutes:  Ginger moved to accept the draft minutes of the last meeting as written, Betty seconded the motion and all voted in favor of the motion to accept the May minutes as written.
Old Business   
Bob, Ginger, Mark, Betty, Dick and Pat went to tour the NH Mushroom Factory and reported that it was a very good tour. He welcomes people to stop by any day but Tuesday or Saturday. On Sundays he has people stop in with mushrooms to be identified. They ship mushrooms all over the country. He supplies 100 restaurants. They are sold locally at Heath’s and the farmers market. He currently produces 8 varieties.   

Bob read a memo from Jen about the Fiber Festival that she will be involved in on July 13. We need to find out where it will be held.
An Extension Educator spoke about bees in Effingham; Ginger called her and she is willing to come to Sandwich, maybe on an evening in July. Mark reported that a good documentary about bees is out now. 

Ginger reported that we will have the talk on Cows at the Benz Center in August. Bob will do some publicity closer to the date. Maggie will help with refreshments. 

Betty talked about the fair in October. There was discussion about a float which will be constructed in Mark’s barn. We have $450 in our treasury. Bob moved to have Betty contact Sue Dail to see if she would be willing to help us with a float, Ginger seconded the motion and all voted in favor. 

Dick completed the second permaculture course. The group drew what it would look like if more edible perennials were incorporated into the landscape of Franklin.  He is working on building his soil ph up by putting lime and wood ash down, and then newspaper and cardboard topped with pine wood chips. 
Mark talked about Carroll County Farm Day which will be held on July 27th from 9-3. The application is due soon. We will have a tent with 3 exhibits, Jen will demonstrate carding and spinning wool, Bob Wright will talk about old tools and equipment with people invited to bring old tools to be identified, and Mark will be there to talk about barn preservation. The Cooperative Extension Service provides insurance. We will donate 2 tickets to the fair as a raffle item. Mark talked about getting a banner. After much discussion it was decided to take some time to design a banner that will reflect the mission of the commission before purchasing one.
Mark talked about the idea of a community garden. It looks like the town will be acquiring the CMI property, there is some land by the Benz Center, and the fair association has some land. Dan Peaslee thought maybe the fairgrounds could offer something for us and would be willing to explore where a garden could be put in. There are about 65 community gardens in the state. They range in size from 4 x 10 to 50 x 50 with the average 10 x 20. 4000 - 8000 sq ft would be a good size. Irrigation would be needed.  

Mark found a checklist that looks at the question, “Is your town farm friendly?” Mark will put it on the website.

The next meeting will be held on July 18 at 5:00 pm at the Town Hall.  There will not be a meeting in August. 

Pat moved to adjourn, Maggie seconded the motion, all voted in favor and the meeting adjourned at 7:54 pm.

Submitted by,

Holly Cook

Secretary

