These minutes have been posted for your convenience. Current minutes have not yet been approved by the Agriculture Commission.

Town of Sandwich

Agriculture Commission
Minutes

May 20, 2015

Present: Bob Butcher, Holly Cook, Ginger Heard, Maggie Porter, Mark Longley, Dick Devens, 

               Pat Russell

Not Present: Mike Yeager, Selectman

Call to Order: The meeting was called to order by Bob at 5:39 pm.

Minutes:  Maggie moved to accept the minutes of the last meeting as amended, Bob seconded the motion, and all voted in favor of accepting the April 16, 2014 minutes as amended.

Business: 

Tonight we are co-hosting a program on Invasive Upland Plant Species of NH with the library. Doug Cygan, Invasive Species Coordinator for the NH Department of Agriculture will be the speaker.
July 23rd we will be co-sponsoring with the Friends of the Library the Wolf talk with Chris Schadler. It will be held at the Benz Center at 7:00 pm

Ginger contacted the speaker on the Big Trees of NH. He charges $175 plus travel. 
Bob heard a presenter on raptors in VT and will get more information. Another topic that we could host a presentation on is bats. 

Maggie is on the board of the Sandwich Children’s Center and spoke with several people who are interested in co-sponsoring the barn tour with us. Bob will talk with Cathy about partnering with them since it would be a fundraiser for them. 
Dick and Mark attended the public hearing for the Wilson barn easement and report that it was granted. The Wilsons are willing to open their barn for the tour. 

Maggie will now become a full member of this commission. Ken Carlucci is very interested in becoming a member.   

The Local Food Guide published by the CES in Belknap County covering the Lakes Region is looking for money to print. Bob will talk with Cathy about financially supporting publicity for our local farms.
Maggie and Mark will work on a timeline for the barn tour to discuss at the next meeting. Mark reports that he is still interviewing barn owners. Pat will join Mark in conducting some interviews with barn owners. 

Mark raised the concern for arsenic testing in water. A paper came out of Dartmouth that shows a link between arsenic levels and the IQ of children. We could sponsor kits for testing which would reduce the cost. 20-30 % of houses in Sandwich fall above the limits. This can be treated in a number of ways. 

Ginger moved to adjourn, Pat seconded the motion and all voted in favor of adjourning.

The meeting adjourned at 6:22 pm.

Submitted by

Holly Cook

Secretary
.  

