Town of Sandwich

Agriculture Commission
Minutes
May 8, 2014
Present: Bob Butcher, Ginger Heard, Holly Cook, Betty Alcock, Mark Longley, Pat Russell Guests - Peggy Merritt and Susan Bryant Kimball
Not Present: Maggie Porter, Dick Devens, Jennifer Elliott, Mike Yeager, Selectman
Call to Order: The meeting was called to order by Bob at 5:40 pm.
Minutes:  Mark moved to accept the minutes of the March meeting as written, Pat seconded the motion, and all voted in favor of accepting the minutes as written.

Business:
Bob expressed condolences to Dick. Mark sent a card on behalf of the commission.
Peggy Merritt reported Rick assessed the CMI property and thought there were 5-10 acres of agricultural land. There has been a lot of beaver activity. The Conservation Commission is thinking of getting a professional to come in to assess the wetlands.  Some of this parcel is part of the prime wetlands in town as assessed in 1984. The budget committee decided not to pursue assessing it this year. The Conservation Commission will try to get someone to assess the property. Peggy has been consulting with a number of organizations with experience in managing wetland and agricultural land. She asked if the Agriculture Commission is interested in being involved.
Susan Bryant Kimball brought the 1942 aerial view of the property. She would like to see the property used for agriculture. The soil map shows that it is productive soil. She thinks there is more like 30 acres that could be used for agriculture. NRCS does not help towns, but if it was leased perhaps and individual could get assistance. Water level is 4-5 feet higher than it was.  
A walk could be scheduled. The town owns 1/3 of an acre at the end of Palmer Hill Road. There has been discussion about building a boardwalk into the wetlands. Olivia Saunders, Cooperative Extension Service is interested in going out with us. There was some discussion about the amount of land that is available to use for agricultural purposes which is under used. It would probably be less expensive to reclaim agricultural land now than later. Rick assessed the land for CMI and felt there was 67 % of wet land, 10 acres for timber and 5 acres agricultural.  Sue talked about the town voting to determine how much would be considered as prime wetlands. The deed says that the property must be protected. Peggy asked who would manage the agricultural piece if it was used. 10 acres was determined to be upland so the 107 acres was donated to the town. The Conservation Commission would use their funds or seek grants to have the wetlands assessed. Sue pointed out that the deed says there is not to be any industrial use. Some drainage 
can be allowed for agriculture.  There are a number of agricultural uses that could use the wetness. The Conservation Commission will gather more information. There is no requirement to put an easement on the property. The town already has about 20 easements to monitor. Fish & Game does monitor for wildlife and agriculture, but has not responded to an inquiry. The 
Conservation Commission has about $100,000 in unrestricted funds that could be used for Conservation purposes. The agricultural piece is accessible from Route 25. Olivia could give us and idea of whether such a project of reclaiming could work. There are ditches that if cleaned out might help with the water. We will come up with several dates that would work for us and Olivia, and send them to Peggy to see who from the Conservation Commission would like to come. On June 16 the selectmen will start discussions about the CMI property. 
We are looking at the land in town to inventory what the town has in agricultural use and what is not, with the idea of matching those who are interested in agriculture with land that is not in use. The town holds easements on 1900 acres. There are over 3000 easements.  
Pat had made the pie charts showing current use of 899 acres of farm land. 2500 acres are in current use. What is the percentage of arable land in town? Of all the conservation easements – what is the percentage of arable land in those? Landowners have to fill out an annual report for current use. This town will need its agricultural land in the future. Natural Resource and Conservation Service uses a soil profile index when looking at land. The town owns 500 acres of land. 

Friends of the Library program – Deb Kissell contacted Bob in March and asked about cosponsoring a program on coyotes. Deb contacted Chris Schadler and scheduled him for July 23 at 7:00 pm at the Benz Center. The cost for us is $75.00. We were asked to help with refreshments. Deb will take care of publicity – Bob will give her information on why we are involved. Betty moved to pay $75.00 to Chris, which is half of the cost of the program. Mark seconded the motion. All voted in favor. Mark gave out a copy of the Agriculture Commission Event Planning Checklist. The Benz Center is only allowed to have 62 people in attendance. 
Jen Elliott said that she doesn’t have to run home so the meetings don’t have to be at 5:30 pm any longer. Bob Wright is giving a presentation in Madison on May 18 on small farm tools. 

Betty reported on Ag in the classroom for next year – the focus will be on chickens. 

One application for a barn easement has been received; there will be a public hearing is June 9th. 

Mark bought the land across the street from his house and will put his animals on it. Traffic signs for animals can be obtained from the DOT. An engineer will come out and determine line of sight, etc. 
The next meeting will be held on June 19 at 5:30pm at the Benz Center. 

Ginger moved to adjourn, Bob seconded the motion. The meeting was adjourned at 7:08 pm.
Submitted by 
Holly Cook
Secretary
