These minutes have been posted for your convenience. Current minutes have not yet been approved by the Agriculture Commission.

Town of Sandwich

Agriculture Commission
Minutes
May 15, 2013
Present: Ginger Heard, Holly Cook, Mark Longley, Betty Alcock, Maggie Porter, Jennifer Elliott; Not Present: Bob Butcher, Dick Devens, Pat Russell, Mike Yeager
Guest: Tom Thiel

Call to Order: The meeting was called to order by Ginger at 7:00 pm
Minutes:  Maggie moved to accept the draft minutes of the April meeting as written, Jennifer seconded the motion and all voted in favor of the motion to accept the April minutes as written.
Old Business   
Ginger reviewed the Steve Taylor talk and responsibility of each member. 

Mark added a link to the Sandwich Fair to the website and information on Carroll County Farm Day along with a link to their website. 

We are the Agriculture Commission, not the Agricultural Commission. Mark will go through the website and look for any inconsistency and let Cathy know. 

Pat will lead the meeting next month at the mushroom farm and will let us know what time we will meet. 

Betty contacted Bud Martin about hosting a grafting workshop, but has not received an answer.

New Business 

Workshop ideas for the fall were discussed. Jennifer found out that October is sheep and wool month and will be willing to offer something. She and Julie Deak will be offering a spinning demonstration on July 13 as part of the 250th anniversary of the town. Maggie asked about a slaughter and butchering workshop and talked about humane slaughtering. This is something we will look it.

Tom Thiel came to talk about where he thinks agriculture fits into Sandwich. CMI owns property in Sandwich and has asked how to make a mitigated land swap. It is a piece of agricultural land and they would like Sandwich to take an easement on the land. 

Mark talked with Bob Wright about sponsoring Bob to do a tool sharpening and scything demonstration at the Carroll County Farm Day, but there was concerned about safety.  Mark suggested that Bob is a specialist about old tools and maybe could talk about that topic. The town will issue liability insurance for anyone we host. Mark also suggested that he could talk about barn preservation. Jennifer will go with a spinning wheel. 

Mark talked about having a community garden in Sandwich. Many towns have them and charge a nominal fee for raised beds to grow what they wish. Mark thought that maybe we should ask the community to see if there is interest, but we would need to have a place in mind before we ask. Mark will check into what Tuftonboro does and maybe we could visit one that is being used.
Mark moved to adjourn, Maggie seconded the motion and the meeting was adjourned at 8:05 pm.

Next meeting will be at the mushroom farm on June 20th. Pat will let us know what time we will meet.  
Submitted by,

Holly Cook

Secretary

