These minutes have been posted for your convenience. Current minutes have not yet been approved by the Agriculture Commission.

Town of Sandwich

Agriculture Commission
Minutes
April 16, 2015
Present: Bob Butcher, Holly Cook, Ginger Heard, Maggie Porter, Mark Longley, Dick Devens, 

               Pat Russell
Not Present: Mike Yeager, Selectman
Call to Order: The meeting was called to order by Bob at 5:33 pm.
Minutes:  Pat moved to accept the minutes of the last meeting as amended, Dick seconded the motion, and all voted in favor of accepting the March 19, 2014 minutes as amended.

Business: 

We need to recruit to fill the two openings on the commission. 
We don’t yet know where or what time the July 23rd “Wolf” talk will be held. 

Ginger contacted Kevin Gardner and asked about coming for Old Home Week and he said that the Humanities Council has exhausted their funds for this year. He is willing to come for $300. She will call him back and talk about maybe early next year in February. Ginger talked about having a speaker come to talk about the “Big Trees of NH.” He will be in Effingham tomorrow night. Mark would like to go and will talk with him about what he would charge. 
Only one person, Frank Wilson on Fellows Hill, applied for a barn easement. Mark has been attending the NH Preservation Alliance meetings. Moultonborough selectmen are giving out a matrix to those who are interested, but it would not work for our town. We need a simplified template for all towns in the state to use.  
Mark has contacted 12 out of 208 barn owners with the questionnaire and three have indicated they would like to have someone come in and use their land for agriculture. The barn tour dates that we are looking at are in August 2016. Bob Wright would like to give a scything demonstration at one of the barns. Pat suggested interviewing in teams. 

Olivia Saunders and another person are proposing a meeting to talk about a farmer’s group on April 23, 2015, 6-8 pm at Hobbs. April 22 the Vanishing of the Bees movie will be shown at the Lyceum in Tamworth at 7:00 pm. 

The website continues to look good. 

Mark went to a workshop on gleaning at the Farm & Forest Expo and proposes renting a plot in the Moultonborough Community garden to grow vegetables to donate. Donna Grow said that she would take fresh vegetables for the menu for the Meals program. 
Ginger moved to adjourn at 6:27 pm and Maggie seconded the motion. All voted in favor of adjourning at 6:27 pm. 

The next meeting will be held on May 21, 2015 at 5:30 pm at the Benz Center.

Submitted by

Holly Cook

Secretary
